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Cover photo by Damian Stacey  

Editorial – Alice Neal 

I would like to start by thanking everyone for their kind words about our last 

edition. As it was my first, I’m glad it all went off without a hitch. I have been 

really enjoying putting the Beacon together, despite having many arguments with 

my editing software. 

I hope you all had a good Halloween, even with the rain. I spent mine trick or 

treating with my godchildren. We got wet, but there was fish and chips (and 

chocolate) at the end of the night, so we all went home happy! 

I would also like to wish everyone a very merry Christmas and a happy new year. 

See you in the next one! 

Parish Clerk’s Report - Katherine Griffiths 

It has been a busy few months for the Parish Council as landlords of the Royal 

Oak Inn.  At the present time a new tenant has been selected and old lease has 

ended. There will be a trading gap between the time of Mr Earp’s departure and 

the installation of the new publican. The Parish Council will use this time to see 

that the Royal Oak Inn, a Listed Building, receives any decorating and 

maintenance that is required. Once there is an opening date further information 

will be put on the council website.   

The council have agreed to endorse the Community Led Plan, much thanks go to 

the community members that have assisted in the process and especially to Sam 

Regan de Bere and Kay Thomas for putting all the documents together and 

creating the final version.  

Local charities and good causes are able to apply for small grants from the Parish 

Council. Applications are invited and will be considered at a meeting in January.  

Grants can only be granted to groups and must be for the benefit of the parish. 

Please contact the clerk for further information theclerk@burrator.gov.uk. 

There are still a number of vacancies for Parish Council Councillors, if you have 

an interest in your local community and would like to get involved, please contact 

the clerk. 

Planning 

The Planning Committee have recently been consulted on the following 

applications, The Parish Council’s comments are in bold.  DNPA have upgraded 

their online planning system, so you will see a different look when searching for 

mailto:theclerk@burrator.gov.uk


Burrator Beacon 

 

3 
 

planning applications. https://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/living-and-

working/planning 

0387/23 Change of use of part of field from agriculture to keeping of horses and 

erection of stable block, Land At Iron Mine Lane, Dousland, Yelverton, Devon, 

PL20 6NA No Objection. 

0357/23Change of use stables to office and storage and installation of solar 

panels, Little Coombe, Meavy, Yelverton, Devon, PL20 6PJ No Objection. 

0349/23 Single storey side extension, 16 Lopes Road, Dousland, Yelverton, 

Devon, PL20 6NX Neutral View. 

0321/23 Demolition of existing garage and erection of garage/dark room together 

with erection of porch to North elevation of dwelling, Crossing Cottage Burrator 

Road, Dousland, Yelverton, Devon, PL20 6LU No Objection. 

0315/23 Installation of two bathroom extractor fans vented through the roof, 

Meavy Barton, Meavy, Yelverton, Devon, PL20 6PJ No Objection. 

0304/23 Change of use of stables to holiday let at Oakhurst Lake Lane, Dousland, 

Yelverton, Devon, PL20 6LZ No Objection. 

0271/23 Demolition of conservatory and two outbuildings; construction of single 

storey extension and workshop, River Meadow Cottage, Hoo Meavy, Yelverton, 

Devon, PL20 6JE No Objection. 

 

 

https://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/living-and-working/planning
https://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/living-and-working/planning
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Village Halls 

Please support our local village halls by booking them for your meetings, parties 

and other activities. All the halls have disabled access, and vary in size and 

facilities, so one of them will suit your requirements. These halls are run by 

willing volunteers who work hard to keep them in good condition and provide 

vital facilities for our communities.  

Meavy Parish Hall   Alison Stoker    853389 

Sheepstor Village Hall  Patrick Drennan    853186 

Walkhampton Memorial Hall Sheila Glanville    859215 

They will be able to advise you on availability, hire charges and terms & 

conditions of hire. 

 

 

Calling all schools in the Parish! 

 

 

The Burrator Beacon would  

love to hear from you! 

 

 

If you’d like your pupils to write a short article about what they and the school 

have been doing, then please do get in touch with the editor. Details of how to do 

this are on the back page of the magazine.  

Any drawings or photos to accompany their writing will be most welcome. 

Perhaps this could be a Literacy writing exercise, a School Council newsletter, or 

any other cross-curricular theme? 

 

 

               

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjOquOH1bXgAhWVAmMBHfLYBUkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldartsme.com%2Fpen-paper-and-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw3aSYZ3VmIWfv_jjpJwKspp&ust=1550042665686348
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Walkhampton Memorial Hall Play Park 

We are pleased to announce that our new play equipment for younger 

children is ready for use. 

Full marks to Greenscheme, who worked through atrocious wet 

weather to install the swings, play towers, roundabout, and balance 

trail. 

The completion of the project in less than a year has been made possible 

by grants from:- 

 

The National Lottery Community Fund 

The Maristow Estate 

West Devon Borough Council 

Burrator Parish Council 

Yelverton Rotary Club 

 

and by the generous donations made by many local people. 

  

 

The trustees and committee would like to thank everyone for their 

support. 
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Walkham Valley Scouts – Afloat in Plymouth Sound 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making the most of the remaining Indian summer, some Walkham Valley Scouts set off for 

a weekend yachting expedition in late September. The weather was quite lively on the first 

day, but it gave the scouts plenty of opportunity to learn some basic sailing skills, which 

they all picked up very quickly. Concerns that the yacht was about to capsize and that we 

were all doomed soon disappeared when they realized that the yacht would always bounce 

back after a gust of wind. Accommodated in the small cabins, the scouts had to get used to 

living in a fairly confined space, however they were soon very much at home.  

 

We were eating and sleeping onboard so domestic 

duties had to be shared by all. There was some 

disappointment when a dishwasher could not be found 

and hands had to plunged into soapy water! Day two 

saw the weather get calmer but also rather misty. A 

small amount of sailing was possible before anchoring 

in Cawsand Bay for a trip to the village in the small 

rubber dinghy. A dinghy rowing competition then took 

place before lunch, the girls beating the boys by 10 

seconds! Later that afternoon the yacht returned to 

harbour and the scouts full of fresh sea air and after 

much exercise & activity, they wearily helped clean the 

boat prior to heading home; tired but having much 

enjoyed a couple of days afloat.  

Special thanks must go to Scout Leader Steve who organised the trip and fed us all so 

handsomely throughout.  
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KEVIN WELLS - GARDENER 

Trustworthy, reliable, experienced garden care 

Contact 07514 697583 / 01752 769349 

kevwells53@gmail.com 
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Featured Creature 

The Beacon will be featuring a different pet or animal in every edition. For a 

chance to see your furry friend in these pages email a photo of your pet along 

with their likes and dislikes to burratorbeacon@gmail.com.  

This edition’s featured creature is… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Teresa’s gorgeous pup, Jack! 

 

Jack is a two and a half year old Jack 

Russell terrier that Teresa describes as 

‘cheeky’. He is well known around 

Dousland and loves his daily local 

walks at Yennadon and Burrator.  

 

His two best friends are Millie the 

black labrador and Harry the spaniel. 

Jack loves to sunbath but hates the 

rain.  

 

As you can tell, Jack is very good at 

balancing on his two back legs.   
What a handsome boy! 
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LEVOWAN XII Chamber Choir – FREE Christmas Concert 

 

 

Friday 8th December 7.30pm, St Paul’s Church, Yelverton PL20 6AB 

 

Friday 15th December 7:30pm, St Peter’s Church, Plymouth PL1 5EG 

South-west based chamber choir Levowan XII will present an evening of festive 

choral music spanning some 700 years with music from Arnesen, Gjeilo, Forrest 

and Chilcott. Our 8th Winter Programme also features Bach's Cantata 'Gloria in 

excelsis deo' BWV 191.  

Wine and mince pies will be available. FREE entry with retiring collection. 

Reserve a seat at www.eventbrite.co.uk 

Levowan XII has a large repertoire and enjoys singing classical works and 

discovering new music to share with others.  

The choir also has firm links with both British and international composers and 

arrangers and has premiered several pieces of their work here in the UK.  

For more information, visit www.levowan.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/
http://www.levowan.co.uk/
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Featured Artist 

This edition’s featured artist is the multitalented Michelle Keith! 

 

My name is Michelle Keith, and I am an artist local to Walkhampton. I work in 

multiple mediums, including Lino prints, pen and ink illustrations, and acrylics.  

I began my career with a degree in graphic design in the 80’s. After my degree I 

created an illustration business, working on children’s books and wedding 

invitations. I started my second degree in illustration in 2012. This was different 

for me, as my previous degree did not really involve technology. This meant I had 

to learn a new medium, as well as becoming technologically literate.  

My first big commission was a map for the garden house in Buckland. This 

involved drawing species accurate diagrams of plants and trees so patrons could 

recognize them! Accuracy has always been very important to me in my work, as 

well as creating a sense of joy. I draw on my experiences as a mother and 

children’s illustrator to characterize the things I paint. I want people to smile when 

they look at my work! Art brings me joy, and I want others to feel the same 

emotion. 

After creating the map, I started 

doing more commissions. I 

discovered Lino printing in 

university and really enjoyed it. I 

took inspiration from great artists 

such as Picasso, who enjoyed 

working in multiple disciplines.  
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Lino printing also allowed me to take more private commissions. One I 

particularly enjoyed was a fifth wedding anniversary present.  I created a four-

layer Lino print of the couple’s favorite tree.  

I sold a lot on national trust 

sites and other local markets; 

this gave me the opportunity to 

display my work in Cotehele. 

Having a display in such a 

beautiful and historic place 

gave me a real sense of pride. 

From this, I gained a lot of 

commissions, and got to know 

the art market a bit better! 

I really loved doing the markets, it allowed me to talk to others about my work 

and teach my friends how to design Lino prints. I am currently entertaining the 

idea of starting Lino print workshops locally if anyone would be interested! Any 

details of this will be posted in following editions of the Beacon.  

One of my favorite commissions of my career is when I had the opportunity to 

create paintings for two doctors’ waiting rooms. These are in Tavyside in 

Tavistock and Lifton surgery. One is a mural and the other is a tryptic painting.  

The best thing about creating these paintings was hiding small surprises for 

children to find. I used the same technique when designing the map for the garden 

house. I put in small details such as birds, butterflies, and other animals for 

children to find while they are waiting. I was so happy to take on these 

commissions. As mother myself, of four boys, I understand how useful 

distractions in waiting rooms can be. I would love to do more of them, especially 

now I am a grandmother.  
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Moor’s Edge u3a October 2023 News Report 

Are you retired or semi-retired looking towards autumn and winter and 

wondering what to do as the days draw in? Moor’s Edge u3a meets at 2.30pm on 

the second Friday of each month, apart from August, at the Woolwell Centre, PL6 

7TR. You can come twice as a visitor before deciding if you would like to join 

us. Once you are a member there are over 20 interest groups with something for 

everyone. 

In October at our meeting we had a talk from Tony Cannon from the Devon Air 

Ambulance. Their mission statement is ‘to transform time-critical care through 

prevention, treatment, recovery’. The service has developed and grown since 

fundraising started in 1986. With two helicopters and response cars also fully 

fitted with equipment they can be anywhere in Devon within fifteen minutes of 

leaving their base. See www.daat.org or www.daatcl.co.uk for further information 

or to donate to them.  

On November 10th our speaker was Rebecca Smith from the Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission, her topic ‘Who are we?’ A timely talk with Armistice Day 

on the 11th.  

During October our Play Reading group enjoyed ‘Educating Rita’ by Willy 

Russell and have another of his plays at their November meeting.  

Garden visits were able to see Wildside at Buckland 

Monachorum for the first time in Autumn as the garden 

was open later this year than it has been before. The 

artwork from the owners’ late wife was also on display, 

adding a different and interesting dimension to the 

visit. Our other Garden Visit groups have been to Stone 

Lane gardens near Chagford and Ken Caro near 

Pensilva. During the winter visits to the local garden 

centres will give members an opportunity for a cuppa 

and chat along with retail therapy. 

Coffee, cake, and chat members went to Ford Park Cemetery where the trust there 

put on a ‘Medieval Banquet’. In November they are going to Kardampa on 

Mutley Plain, a Buddhist centre with a café, their visits are certainly varied!  

Music events saw a Cher tribute act at the Woolwell Centre and we regularly go 

to the Crownhill Royal British Legion and to the Plymouth Jazz club. Our Singing 

for Fun and Ukulele groups have begun to learn and rehearse for their musical 

contribution to our Christmas party at the December meeting.  

http://www.daat.org/
http://www.daatcl.co.uk/
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Others meeting regularly are our Scrabble, Bridge and Canasta groups for those 

who enjoy board or card games. Book club, Wine Tasting and Arty Crafty are 

among other groups members can join. There are too many groups to include all 

of them here. You can see news of future events on our web page 

https://u3asites.org.uk/moorsedge/events. Click on the Groups page to see the 

range of interest groups we currently have running. On our Facebook page you 

can see additional photographs and write ups of what we have been doing. 

We look forward to welcoming those interested in joining us at our monthly 

meetings and have a greeter there to meet you.  

 

Diary dates: -  

Dec 8th Christmas Party.  

Jan 12th Dr Lydia Koehler – A dive into Shark Conservation. 

Feb 9th Christopher Turner - A Virtual Tour of the Barbican. 

 

 

 

 

Wacky Racers 

    

 A friendly, fun, and free running group! 

  

  We start together and finish together, no one is left behind. 

Come and join us! 

 

Average distance approx. 4 to 5 miles 

 

6:30 pm every Thursday outside the Walkhampton Inn 

 

Contact Helen on 07500004523 for more information. 
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Blooming Idiots Bulletin 

Autumn is upon us, and the race is on to clear the allotments of perennial weeds 

before winter. The allotments are a lovely place to be, even now that the days are 

drawing in and the weather is on the turn. This past growing season has been 

blooming wonderful, with everyone producing an abundance of fresh fruit and 

veg. This includes things such as runner beans, Swiss chard, cabbage, 

strawberries, squashes, and kale.  

We chose not to enter the annual veg show this year, as 

it was our first year growing, but we plan to dominate 

the show next year. However, our little bloomer Ella 

created a beautiful scarecrow, called ‘the recycled 

fairy’. She created this out of recycled materials such 

as cardboard, plastic, and tin cans. Thank you, Ella! 

We also donated excess produce and homemade 

marrow chutney to the Walkhampton Saturday Market. 

Our chair, Helen France, spent the morning manning 

our stall and handing out fruit and veg to the masses. 

She was accompanied by Mary and Micheal Partridge, 

who kindly made homemade chutney for the occasion. 

We raised £64.80 from donations, and this will be put 

towards buying wildflower seeds for the allotment. 

Nature is of the utmost 

importance to us, so we are 

trying to encourage 

biodiversity through a variety 

of plants, animals, fungi, and 

microorganisms.  While 

working on the plots we look 

out for hedgehogs, particularly 

at dusk. The hot summer led to 

many hedgehogs having a 

second litter, so a lot of them 

are not ready to hibernate yet. 

A wildlife camera has been 

erected to capture all of the 

goings on, hopefully we will have some exciting images to share in future 

bulletins.  
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We have added a special sign to our gate, also made by the multitalented Ella. 

You may also have noticed we have a wildlife garden award. We have achieved 

this through leaving longer patches of grass, cultivating a ‘wet’ area, using water 

butts, providing a bug hotel, and growing fruit trees.  

We are still looking for local business sponsors to help fund our growing 

ambitions. If you are able, please consider donating to a worthy cause.  

If interested, please contact Helen on 

07500004523  
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Dartmoor Border Morris 

 

Just when you thought that the summer was over & with it the world of Morris 

dancing gets put to sleep for the winter, news that Dartmoor Border Morris winter 

diary is full of festive cheer & mischief. The side, based in Meavy, will be busy 

practicing every Wednesday night in the hall over the winter & would at this 

stage, welcome any musicians. We have several events that you might like to 

attend. If you want more information, or wish to book us for an event, 

www.dartmoorbordermorris.com or like our Facebook page.  

Sat 16th December from 12 pm. Dolphin Hotel, is the venue of a joint Christmas 

gathering of local Morris sides on Plymouths historic Barbican. If the Morris 

dancing in the street doesn`t grab you, then pop inside for some top-notch folkie 

music by many great musicians.  

Boxing Day at 12pm. 

Dartmoor Border Morris 

traditionally dance at the 

Royal Oak Inn, Meavy 

but as I`m writing this the 

current landlord is about 

to retire & now there is no 

word yet of a 

replacement. 

http://www.dartmoorbordermorris.com/
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Check out www.dartmoorbordermorris.com or like our Facebook page to see 

where we will be. Not to be missed wherever we end up.  

New Years Day Wassail at Cornwood. What better way to start the new year with 

a Wassail? Meeting in the square in front of the Cornwood Inn at 3 pm & being 

treated to warm spiced mulled cider made from this seasons apple crop!  

Dartmoor Border Morris will be Morris dancing there before leading the crowd 

to the orchard for a Wassail. Muddy boots and noisy children are a must as we try 

and wake the apple trees from their slumber. More noise the better. Then back to 

the Cornwood Inn for a drink & music session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mummers play and Wassail, Buckland Abbey. Sunday 7th January. Dartmoor 

Border Morris return to the Great Barn for their traditional Mummers play. Acted 

out by a dozen merry actors telling the traditional story of how good overcomes 

evil in the form of Sir Francis Drake & his nemesis, King Philip of Spain. Helping 

him of course is a good doctor, Queen Elizabeth 1st, mother dolly & an old nag 

called Chatterley who likes to leave little presents all over the stage. This short 

play is suitable for all ages & starts around 1 pm. Much Morris dancing ensues in 

the courtyard followed by the Wassail in the great orchard. This being a National 

Trust property, normal entry fee`s apply. 

Compton Vale Wassail, Saturday 13th January 6 pm till 9 pm. This is a community 

event held in Compton Vale involving live music, food stalls & Morris dancing 

around an orchard in lower Compton. Dartmoor Border Morris will be attending 

& helping the children, both big & small, bless the apple tree`s. Being a Wassail, 

anything that makes a noise to wake the apple trees will be most welcome. 

Dustbin lids & wooden spoons are a safe bet.  

http://www.dartmoorbordermorris.com/
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The Bere Ferrers Wassail will take place on Saturday 20th January. 6.30 pm. 

Dartmoor Border Morris were here back in October for the apple day & now are 

pleased to be involved in the Wassail too. Meeting in the church hall across 

from the social club (very near the orchard), we will be Morris dancing and 

blessing the apple tree`s. The Tavy Tars will be singing, & various talks given 

before a pasty supper is handed out. This event is organised by the Tavy and 

Tamar apple growers group & a entry fee applies. 

  

 

WRIGHT WINDOWS 

 

The local tradesman for uPVC, double-glazed windows, doors, porches and replacement 

double-glazed units. FENSA registered with insurance-backed guarantee.    

TERRY WRIGHT - ‘A tradesman not a salesman’ 

  Sharpitor, Burrator Road, Dousland, PL20 6NE Tel: 01822 852275 Mobile: 07977 631776 

 

 

 

Starting them young 

Photographed by his mother, Jessica Tucker, 

Bodhi is our youngest reader yet!  

At only two years old, Bodhi demonstrates his 

passion for hard hitting journalism by exploring 

the pages of the Beacon.  

He was very interested in our previous edition, 

particularly the 'Featured Creature' of Fig, the 

editors dog.  

 

On behalf of the whole team, I thank Jessica for 

sending in this beautiful and heartwarming photo.  

 

Keep up the good work Bodhi! 
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Update from South West Lakes 

 

South West Lakes is an independent charity dedicated to caring for and enhancing 

the region’s reservoirs and lakes, including Burrator Reservoir. Tim Burton is the 

Environment and Engagement Ranger for Dartmoor, based at Burrator. 

 

 

Managing invasive species 
 

Volunteers have been removing the extremely invasive parrot’s feather 

Myriophyllum aquaticum from a pond in Bal Mine car park at Burrator. Parrot’s 

feather is an emergent plant that grows above and below water with 4-6 whorls 

of leaves that resemble a bird’s feather. This plant grows quickly and forms dense 

clumps throughout the water column that block out light for other aquatic plants. 

This leaves less opportunities for aquatic invertebrates, negatively impacting our 

native ecology. Parrot’s feather spreads through fragmentation so even the 

smallest fragment can propagate a new cluster.  

 

Volunteers had to be extremely careful when digging out this plant, ensuring that 

no fragments were spread on their boots, tools or to the nearby car tyres. 

Tarpaulins and dumpy bags were used to isolate the plant where it could be 

carefully transported to a charcoal kiln for burning. Tools and boots were sprayed 

and brushed before leaving the pond. 

 

It will likely take many more attempts to fully remove this plant from this area 

but the volunteers have made an amazing start. 

 

If you would like to get involved with the conservation of Burrator and the 

removal of invasive species, please contact: tburton@swlakestrust.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:tburton@swlakestrust.org.uk
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Longstone Orchard preparation 
 

Volunteers cleared an area of bracken, scrub and willow regeneration on 

Longstone peninsula at Burrator. This site was once a historic orchard connected 

to Longstone Manor and the area is being prepared to be restored to an orchard 

containing local, heritage fruit trees. 

Fruit trees are in short supply at 

Burrator, yet traditional ancient 

orchards are one of the most 

productive habitats for wildlife. They 

provide food and shelter for thousands 

of species and help to form a mosaic 

of different habitats and opportunities 

with nearby grassland, scrub, 

hedgerows, and woodland. 

 

Volunteers used loppers, bow saws 

and bracken bashers to remove vegetation, pile up arisings, and clear the earth 

ready for fruit trees to be propagated in the near future. The area cleared is known 

to be used by slow worms and adders and the piled up arisings close to scrub 

areas will provide valuable over-wintering sites for reptiles and amphibians. A 

hibernaculum was also built in this area by digging a 2 x 2m square 50cm deep 

and using cuttings and arising to infill the pit, grading material from largest to 

smallest with the additional of rocks and pipes, to create dark chambers and 

crevices for all sorts of wildlife to take refuge over the winter. 

  

 

SRM ELECTRICAL 
Domestic 

Commercial 

Industrial 

Installations 

 

Inspection and Testing certification 

 

T- 01822 85467 

M- 07768267104 

E- smrelectrical@live.co.uk  
 

mailto:smrelectrical@live.co.uk
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News from Meavy 

What makes a village into a community? Obviously people, but Meavy has four 

institutions that help bind it together – a primary school, a church, a public house, 

and a parish hall.  

Meavy Parish Hall is used by many local 

groups and others wanting to hire its 

comfortable and well-equipped space. Here 

you can learn about local history, meet 

fellow gardening enthusiasts, try out 

Morris Dancing, play table tennis, join a 

yoga group, hold wedding receptions, 

birthday parties, and wakes. There is also a 

monthly film night, usually on the first 

Friday of the month, where you can see 

popular films and enjoy the licensed bar. 

All these activities bring the hall its 

essential income, needed to maintain and 

improve its facilities. This takes an amount 

of organisation. Meavy Parish Hall is 

managed by a small group of volunteers 

who are its trustees. Their sole purpose is to 

make sure the hall remains a valuable and popular venue for everyone in the 

parish and beyond.  

In times when many institutions are having to close their doors, we feel it is more 

important than ever to work together to keep it going. Could you spare a little 

time and energy to help? The committee meets once every three months to plan 

activities and decide on priorities for building maintenance and improvement. 

You might also be asked to help on the film night or at occasional celebration 

events, but it is not a taxing role!  

What is needed is more people who care about their community and what it has 

to offer them. If this is you, and we really hope it is, send a message to us at 

parish.hall@meavy.org.uk and we will be in touch.  

You could also just turn up at our next meeting – Tuesday December 5th at 7pm 

in the hall. Since starting to write this we seem to have lost one of the institutions 

– please don’t let the Parish Hall go the same way! 

mailto:parish.hall@meavy.org.uk
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Restoration of the Reredos and Altarpiece in St. Peter’s, Meavy 

“What is a reredos”, I hear you ask, and how 

does it differ from an altarpiece? 

Thanks to Encyclopaedia Britannica I now 

know the answer myself. A reredos is an 

ornamental screen that is not directly attached 

to the altar but is affixed to the wall behind. 

An altarpiece (retable from the French, or 

retablo in Spanish) is smaller than a reredos, 

standing either on the back of the altar itself or 

on a pedestal behind it. Well, I hope that 

makes things perfectly clear before we go on. 

St. Peter’s is graced by a very beautiful 

reredos which was installed as part of the 

general restoration of the church in 1884. It 

was erected partly as a memorial to the Rev. 

John Abbott, rector of St. Peter’s from 1831 to 1872, by his fourth wife at a cost 

of £180. This very elaborate High Victorian design by the renowned 19th century 

church architect John Dando Sedding depicts the Crucifixion, with Christ on the 

cross in the centre, Mary, and John to either side, themselves flanked by St Peter 

and St Paul. The statuary is surmounted by a highly decorated cornice structure 

with a central pinnacle, a screen of tracery, and a cantilevered canopy with angels 

over Christ’s head (see photos).  

 It is this cornice which has suffered most from the ravages of time and the damp 

West Dartmoor climate and is in urgent need of repair. Dismantling the structure 

to achieve this will also allow repairs to be made to the main structure. There are 

two further benefits of the project besides restoring an important piece of church 

architecture. Firstly, a marble shelf on which the reredos sits, and which was 

never part of the original design will be removed. As a result the reredos will be 

lowered by about nine inches allowing far more of the beautiful stained glass in 

the east window behind the altar to be visible. Secondly, removal of the shelf 

together with moving the altar forward by about three feet will allow the presiding 

priest at our communion services to face the congregation from behind the altar 

during the preparation of the bread and wine. We feel that this will markedly 

improve our quality of worship during the Eucharist as currently the priests must 

stand with their back to the congregation during this part of the service which is 

far from ideal. 
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The restoration work will be undertaken by 

Orchard Stonemasons from Silverton, near 

Exeter and will take about two months with 

a planned start date of 24th January. The cost 

is £16,000. This has been a project with a 

long gestation period, the need for repairs 

first being noted in 2007. Since then we have 

been working towards raising this sum 

through a variety of fundraising events held 

at St. Peter’s these past few years. We are 

also most grateful for generous grants 

towards the work from Devon Historic 

Churches Trust, Benefact Trust, Churches 

Conservation Federation and The Society of 

Antiquaries. Fundraising to achieve the full 

amount required still goes on. If anyone would like to contribute then please do 

so by going to the West Dartmoor Mission Community website 

https://www.westdartmoor.church/parish-churches/st-peters-meavy/ where the 

contact details for St. Peter’s can be found or contact me by email 

jonathanfrappell@hotmail.com. 

In the meantime, our doors are always open so please do feel free to visit and 

admire this beautiful and emotionally moving portrayal of Christ on the cross. 

Thank you - Jonathan Frappell, Churchwarden at St. Peter’s, Meavy. 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westdartmoor.church%2Fparish-churches%2Fst-peters-meavy%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce2b6bc7ab22f4ccbc84a08dbc983edaf%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638325340690062369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ycfFX%2BR1LQpxllliL9H1dYKWPukeEvHSne28NwICE1k%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jonathanfrappell@hotmail.com
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Raffles at Walkhampton Saturday Market 

The raffles at Walkhampton's Saturday market and coffee shop are popular, and 

regularly raise worthwhile sums of money. 

 

The Hall Committee has decided to set aside one Saturday per month for local 

charity groups to run the raffle and raise money for their cause. The group 

would need to provide their own prizes and sell the tickets at the market from 

10am until noon on their chosen date. 

 

If you are interested, please contact Sheila Glanville on 01822 859215. 
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Parish Council Meetings 
 

Full Council Meetings are usually held at 7:30pm on the last Thursday of the 

month (but not always!). For the dates of the next few meetings, please visit the 

Parish website: www.burrator.gov.uk The Planning, Finance and Royal Oak Inn 

Committees meet on other dates throughout the year – please contact the Clerk: 

theclerk@burrator.gov.uk for more details.  

 

How to advertise in the Burrator Beacon 

 

The Beacon is published quarterly at the end of  February, May, August and 

November, and delivered to all homes in Burrator Parish which covers 

Walkhampton, Dousland, Meavy, Sheepstor, Hoo Meavy and Lovaton. 

Businesses are able to advertise in the Beacon at the following rates: 

 

 Single Issue                   Four issues                 Sizes in mm 

(approx.) when 

printed* 

Size of advert to be 

submitted (mm) 

1/6 page            £12.00                               £30.00                             30 × 130 42 × 180 

1/3 page             £20.00                              £60.00                             60 × 130 85 × 180 

half 

page           

£30.00                              £90.00                            90 × 130 130 × 180 

full page            £48.00                              £144.00                          180 × 130 260 × 180 

 

*The Beacon is printed A5 size i.e. 210mm high by 148mm wide. However, 

adverts should be submitted A4 size. All prices are subject to VAT. Invoices will 

be raised by the Parish Clerk upon receipt of your booking and will be payable 

upon receipt. Adverts should be submitted to the Editor (details on the back page) 

electronically, i.e. as an attached Word document.  

 

 

 

 

Support your local community! 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.burrator.gov.uk/
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BURRATOR GROUPED PARISH COUNCIL 

List of members and telephone numbers (area code 01822) 

Meavy Dousland          Walkhampton Village 

     Frederick Glanville 07876 610177   

Richard Radmore 854388 Andrew Paskins  853377 

2 vacancies    Richard Glanville  855914         

                                                                                               

Meavy Village    Walkhampton Dousland 

Brian Wills  853901 Sarah Milne             07710199459 

Heather Stribley 855348 Helen France           07500 004523 

1 vacancy                                                 2 vacancies                        

                                                         

Sheepstor                                                         Clerk to Council: 

Keith Scrivener  07548 954960 Mrs Katharine Griffiths  

Graham Palmer  852524  852907 

5 Hillside Close  

Buckland Monachorum 

Yelverton 

                                                                         Devon PL20 7EQ 

                                                                         Email: theclerk@burrator.gov.uk                           

                                                                           

The Burrator Beacon is published and issued quarterly, free of charge by Burrator 

Parish Council.  The next edition will be published end of November. Copy 

deadline Tuesday February 6th, 2024. Copy to be sent to the Editor, Alice Neal, 

Tel: 07778 088803  email: burratorbeacon@gmail.com as a Word attachment. 

If you require this publication in large text please contact the editor. 

Burrator Parish Council is a body which complies with the Freedom of 

Information Act 2000. Contact the Clerk, Mrs Katharine Griffiths, for specific 

details about parish business. 

Advertising: Local events are publicised free of charge. Businesses and clubs 

and societies (which have membership fees) can advertise in the Beacon and 

should contact the Editor for advertising rates. A note to advertisers: Please 

check your adverts as they appear in each issue. Every effort is made to include 

the correct information at the time of going to press, but omissions can result 

where adverts are sometimes moved around in order to fit new articles in. 

Burrator Web Site: The Burrator Parish Website is http://burrator.gov.uk/  You 

can find details of meetings plus other information. 

The opinions expressed in the Burrator Beacon are not necessarily those held by 

Burrator Parish Council. Every effort is made to ensure that information in these 

pages is accurate. However, the Council cannot be held responsible for errors or 

omissions. Including information does not imply recommendation and any 

subsequent contact is made at readers' own risk.                              

mailto:burratorbeacon@gmail.com

