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Editorial – Karen Batson
A local resident has kindly given me some very old copies of the Burrator Beacon
from many years ago. I was very interested to note the following extracts from the
Spring issue 1992…. (see front cover below; in those days the Beacon consisted of
an A3 sheet folded into four sections.)
‘Footpath to Dousland – there is continued concern about the lack of a footpath
from Woodman’s Corner along the B3212 and the council will not let the matter
drop.’
‘Traffic on the Moor – Following representations by members of this council, the
DNP has undertaken an urgent review of traffic on the moor. Serious consideration
is now being given to the restricting of buses, cars, etc using the main highways as
the present infrastructure cannot cope with current demands.’
Thirty years later, some issues still remain!
Also, a very interesting article entitled ‘Living with History’, which appears to have
been the title of a book by Jean Cardwell which I
note is still available on Amazon. The article carries
information about the various hostelries that could
be found in Dousland over 100 years ago:
….’Barons was the name of the hotelier who ran
the Lopes Arms towards the end of the 19th century
and who built the present hotel (meaning, I think,
the Burrator Inn) in 1889. It was an important
development for its time and provided
accommodation for travellers and those taking the
healthy airs of Dousland. By the early 1920s the
hotel had electric light and all mod cons, including
central heating. For its time the hotel was very
modern and was well supported.’
….’from the pen of Peter Hamilton-Leggett, the
local historian. He notes that Dousland Barn was
the name of the first inn which was on the site of
Manor Farm.’
The autumn issue of the Burrator Beacon will be
published at the end of August. Deadline for copy
will be Tuesday 2nd August, at the latest. That issue
will cover the months up until the end of November
2022. Don’t forget, this is your magazine for your
parish, so we would like to hear from you! Do
consider writing a piece about anything of
interest.(Maybe you have a new interest or hobby
that you would like to tell us about?) Please send
all submissions as Word attachments, as this
makes the cut and pasting process much simpler!
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Parish Clerk’s Report – Katharine Griffiths
The Planning Committee have recently been consulted on the following application
with the Parish Council’s comments in bold:
0046/22 - Proposed: Installation of flue on garage roof at Goodameavy Manor
house, Roborough. No Objection
0086/22 Demolition of section of wall to create off road parking with new vehicular
gated access at The Cottage, Walkhampton. Support
0111/22 Extension and Alteration to dwelling including photo-voltaic solar panels
and air sourced heat pump at Walkham Cottage, Walkhampton. No Objection
As part of the Wildflower Project, the seeds and plants have now been planted.
This is a long-term project, and the variety of flowers will increase with time.
The Parish Council have provided donations towards the Queens Platinum Jubilee
celebrations to Walkhampton and Sheepstor villages. Further details are given in
the article below, ‘Beautiful Burrator’.
A few repairs have been undertaken at the Royal Oak Inn, the roof has had a couple
of tiles replaced and the cobbles at the front are being restored

Village Halls
Please support our local village halls for your meetings, parties and activities, when
Covid restrictions are lifted. All the halls have disabled access and they vary in size
and facilities so one of them will suit your requirements. All the Halls are run by
willing volunteers who strive to keep them in good repair providing vital facilities for
our communities.
Meavy Parish Hall

Alison Stoker

853389

Sheepstor Village Hall

Patrick Drennan

853186

Walkhampton Memorial Hall

Sheila Glanville

859215

They will be able to advise you on availability, hire charges and terms & conditions
of hire.
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Beautiful Burrator
Keith Scrivener

Schoolchildren from Meavy and Walkhampton helped parish councillors plant
wildflowers in grassy corners of the parish in Springtime as part of a project to bring
beauty to Burrator.
Wildflower seeds and plug planting took place on Meavy Green between the two
oak trees, at the Burrator Road bus stop in Dousland, and at the nearby Devon wall
and part of Helen Rowett Park.
Also given a floral facelift was part of Walkhampton Green, the middle grassed area
between pathway and brook, and on the Huckworthy Bridge river bank.
Our thanks to Meavy Primary School and Lady Modiford’s Primary Schools for their
assistance.
The project was led on the ground by parish councillors Mark Brunsdon and Heather
Stribley.
Editor’s Note:
A massive thank you to the children and parish councillors who were involved in
this project. As a resident of Burrator Parish, I am hugely appreciative of the efforts
being made in all quarters to conserve wildlife and enhance our local area. Thanks
also to those who continue to ensure that Walkhampton bus shelter continues to be
the most attractive one I’ve ever seen!
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MEAVY GARDEN SOCIETY
Monday 20th June
60th Anniversary Lecture
‘Spring in Japan’
Rosemary Legrand
Monday 18th July
‘From Boom to Bust’
The History of the British Cut Flower Industry
Mary Marshall
Saturday 13th August
Summer Show 1-4pm.
Evening meetings in Meavy Parish Hall
Refreshments & plants for sale from 7pm
Members plant stall
Visitors welcome £3
Enquiries 01822 852672 or 01822 852984
Visit www.meavy.org.uk/mgs
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Meavy Oak Fair
Andrea Allen
The Meavy Oak Fair is back! This long running village fair returns on Saturday 18th
June and will start at 2pm with traditional Maypole Dancing and a Dance display
from Meavy Primary School. After this there will be plenty to keep everyone
occupied, from traditional games such as hoopla, skittles, a coconut shy and splat
the rat, to a bouncy castle for the youngsters. For the energetically minded, the
Burrator Horseshoe Run. This year, it will start in the carpark beside the school and
will finish on the village green. There will be a Junior race starting at 4pm and adults
at 4.45pm. This 7 mile cross country run is hotly contested by some of the best
runners in the area. While you wait for the runners to return, you can enjoy a proper
cream tea, browse the plant, produce and cake stalls or have a go at splatting the
rat or guess the weight of the cake. Our local Morris Dancing side, Dartmoor Border
Morris, will be dancing during the afternoon and, for the young, we have our very
own children’s entertainer.
Be sure to get your raffle tickets for the Grand Draw - we have some great prizes
on offer, as always. Our thanks go to all of the local businesses and individuals,
who have donated raffle prizes this year. Our barbeque will be serving delicious
sausages and burgers from local butchers Bidders, starting at 12 noon and going
on throughout the afternoon. We will also be having a hog roast again this year.
There is again a Family Fun Dog show, with classes ranging from Best Child
Handler, through to Waggiest Tail. The Dog Show starts at 3.15pm: Schedules will
be available on the day, rosettes will be awarded for 1st – 3rd place, so bring your
dog along - There is sure to be a class for it! There will be ample parking at both
ends of the village; if you are approaching Meavy from Yelverton and Meavy Lane,
please follow the signs for parking, which will take you via Callisham – this will allow
easy access to the car park at Meavy. If you are approaching via Dousland, the car
park is at the bottom of the hill, again please follow the signs.
All profits from the Fair are given back to organisations local to Meavy. Beneficiaries
in the past have included the Friends of St Peter’s Church, Meavy School, Meavy
Parish Hall, Sheepstor Village Hall, West Devon Explorers, Walkham Valley Scouts,
Meavy Garden Society, St Peter’s Church, The Rotary Club, Dartmoor Search and
Rescue and NSPCC, who have all helped out at the Fair in previous years.
Hope to see you all there!!
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PLATINUM JUBILEE EVENT
A unique day for a unique occasion
WALKHAMPTON HALL AND FIELD
Sunday 5th June from 12pm
12.15pm
12.30pm

Lady Modiford pupils maypole dancing

Dog show - contact

gavandradie@aol.com for more details

2.30pm Tavistock Stannary Brass Band - playing music from
the last 70 years
BBQ..........Bar.......Teas and homemade cakes
Stalls...classical vehicles...treasure hunt...many other
attractions
The Children’s Hospice South West will draw their "GRAND
DRAW" first prize £250
Proceeds to Walkhampton Memorial Hall, CHSW and other charities.
More information contact Linda 01822 852142 or Trish 01822 852277.
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Walkhampton Cottage Garden Society
Sheila Reynolds
The Walkhampton Cottage Garden Society’s 78th Annual Flower and Produce Show
will take place on Saturday 27th August 2022 with a return to the traditional, preCovid schedule. There will be a wide variety of classes for flowers, vegetables and
fruit, cookery, handicrafts and photography. There will also be classes for children
of different ages covering vegetable growing, cookery, handicrafts and art.
The classes will be judged in the morning and, from 2pm, the exhibits will be on
view to the public. A tea tent will serve cakes and other refreshments, and there
will be market stalls and a raffle.
The Society will also be running the in situ Garden classes for ‘best-cropped’ and
‘most attractive’ gardens plus individual classes for containers, water features and
walls, and the ever-popular scarecrow and ‘most welcoming front door’
competitions. These will all be judged a month earlier on Sunday 31st July and the
results announced at the main prize-giving on 27th August.
The 2022 schedule will be available on the Society’s website,
www.walkhamptonshow.weebly.com when details have been finalised and a
printed schedule will be available in early summer. Entries will be welcome from all
those living in Walkhampton, Sampford Spiney, Meavy, Sheepstor, Yelverton,
Horrabridge, Crapstone, Buckland Monachorum and Princetown.
We are always delighted to welcome new entrants and, if you are uncertain about
what is required, the website and printed schedules will give telephone numbers to
ring with your queries.
We look forward to seeing you.
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Lady Modiford’s Church of England Primary School
‘A School for the Village and Beyond’
Louise Scott - Headteacher
Free Breakfast Club for All!
It has been a fantastic start to the Summer term at Lady Modiford’s C. of E. Primary
School! Having reached out to the Greggs Foundation at the beginning of the year,
the school met the criteria to provide a free breakfast club for every child in the
school, every day.
The Greggs Foundation Free Breakfast Club was launched on
the first day of the Summer Term with great success. There
has been a fantastic take-up in the first week. The school
provides a healthy and delicious range of breakfast
items all paid for by the Greggs. As the headteacher
at Lady Modiford’s Primary, I am dedicated to
ensuring the pupils at the school receive a firstclass education but I am also committed to
supporting the parents of the school. By opening
the doors of the school at 8am each day, the school
has been able to provide childcare and a free breakfast to all the families in the
school.
The first week went very well with 76% of the pupils having a breakfast and the
scheme has wider reaching benefits too, there has been improved attendance and
punctuality and pupils have been able to improve their fine motor and independent
skills whilst they learn how to butter their own toast and pour their own juice and
milk.
Not only does the Greggs Foundation provide up to 27 loaves of bread each week
and the funding to buy milk, cereal, yoghurts and fruit, they also provided a start-up
fund so that the school can purchase equipment needed to run the breakfast club;
a fridge-freezer, toasters, a smoothie machine and new plates, bowls, cup and
cutlery to date. Additionally, the school has been given a further sum to purchase
games, pens, paper and board games so the pupils can enjoy themselves once
they have eaten their breakfast.
The Breakfast club is only the start of the extended schools’ provision to be
developed, currently being explored is the possibility of a nursery class and an
afterschool club. Watch this space!
New Humanities, Technology and Early Years Resources to support a FirstClass Curriculum
Last term, Lady Modiford’s was featured in the St. Christopher’s Trust newsletter to
all the schools in the Trust as a shining light for our continued work on developing
our curriculum provision. The Trust School Improvement Director, Sean Millar wrote:
“Miss Harris, the Humanities Leader at Lady Modiford’s, has created some amazing
resource boxes to support the connected curriculum
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history enquiries. They contain really high-quality replica artefacts and have been
purchased specifically to help pupils connect with abstract concepts, as some pupils
do not always have the wider life experiences of having visited museums etc. One
of the great benefits of being in the Trust is the opportunity to share best practice
and resources.” The humanities curriculum is the only curriculum area to see
development. We are expecting a delivery of brand new Chromebook laptops so
that all pupils in the school have access to up-to-date hardware and coupled with
new laptops for all teachers and new interactive screens for each classroom, the
school will be at the fore front of cutting - edge technology in education.
As headteacher, I have not only been gifted a marvellous school but also excellent
staff who go the extra mile for all the pupils in our school. They are dedicated to
making Lady Modiford’s the choice for parents seeking a great education for their
children. Unlike some school leaders, I believe that the curriculum provision for the
youngest children in our school community should be of the very highest standard
and to this end, the Trustees of Lady Modiford’s are supporting a large-scale
development of the Early Years and Key Stage One classrooms. Working with Early
Excellence, the leading provider of early years resources and curriculum planning,
our Early Years and Key Stage One teacher, Mrs. Ratcliffe will ensure the
classrooms are resourced to the highest standard to ensure the fullest curriculum
for our youngest pupils.
Our School Values, Prayer Bear and his New Clothes

Just before Christmas the school was gifted a little, blue teddy bear by the Diocese
of Exeter, to encourage the pupils to reflect and/or pray during the daily act of
Collective Worship. A competition gave the pupils an opportunity to pick a name for
the bear, who subsequently was named Albert. In school, everything we
do is centred around the school values of Respect, Hope, Love, Joy and
Wisdom, with a different value being the focus for that terms’ Collective
Worship. It was Albert’s job to help the pupils remember these values
and what better way to do this but to have a jumper with the value on for
each term. We knew just the person to help us out! No sooner had the idea left my
head than a willing, extremely clever knitter was found. Not only one navy-blue
jumper emblazoned with the letters L.M.P.S. (Lady Modiford’s Primary School)
appeared at school but another six; each one with a different school value upon it.
It didn’t stop there, a pair of shorts and socks too had been knitted, to keep Albert
warm. Pauline, the master knitter, was invited into to school recently so the pupils
could thank her in person for the wonderful clothes. Thanks also go to Mrs. Corinne
Shutt who knew exactly who to ask to take up the challenge of knitting a set of
bespoke clothes for a teddy bear with an unusually large head!
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And finally…
As you can see, there are many improvements coming to Lady Modiford’s which
was already rated as ‘Good’ in 2019 by Ofsted. We have a beautiful site, a woodland
area used for Forest School, a nature pond, two polytunnels, a small orchard area,
a new trim trail and a heated swimming pool used for six months of the year. Our
USP as a school for the pupils of the village and further afield is that we provide an
education which takes advantage of the facilities of our beautiful school grounds but
also accesses the local area and beyond. If you would like to visit our school please
do call the school on 01822 853277 or email at Mod@stcmat.org to make an
appointment to see our wonderful school for yourself.

Yelverton & District Local History Society
Nigel Rendle (Chairman)
New Zealand- Plymouth connections

Clive Charlton’s brand-new talk took us to the settlement of New Plymouth on North
Island in New Zealand. For centuries occupied by quite sophisticated Maori tribes,
“Taranaki” (named after the local volcano) from the 1800’s, started seeing early
pioneers such as whalers, sealers and traders looking for flax, metal and even guns.
One of these was Richard “Dickie” Barrett who set up the first trading post and
married a local Maori, a key link to future settlement. He also negotiated land buys
of dubious legality, helped by lots of land being unoccupied with many of the true
owners absent because of slavery and warfare. He learnt the local language and
even fought in inter-tribal conflicts.
As colonisation pressures started to grow, the Treaty of Waitangi was signed in
1840, a constitutional document between the British Crown and the Maori’s, aiming
to protect the local culture and equality. The Plymouth Company of New Zealand
was set up and with the Southwest of England going through a period of rural
depression, a new life overseas seemed attractive and was encouraged. The
company surveyor named Carrington was sent out to map out the area for the new
settlement.
Migrant families from all over Devon and Cornwall, even seven from Meavy, could
travel free, though the 3-month voyage from Plymouth was difficult. Life once there
was also harsh, with rough living conditions, food shortages, boredom and
drunkenness leading to growing unrest and conflict. Numbers arriving in the
congested area grew to over 1,000 by 1843. The press referred to the colonisation
process as “heroic work”.
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A prominent artist called Edwin Harris from Newlyn took his young family to settle
in the new town in 1840. His daughter became the first professional artist, producing
books on local flora and fauna. Many of Edwin’s own paintings survive in the town’s
Puke Ariki Museum.
As the town of New Plymouth continued to grow, so did local Maori resentment,
resulting in 1860 the start of a year-long armed conflict on land ownership and
sovereignty known as the Taranaki Wars. The town was transformed into a fortified
garrison and troops poured in; there were many casualties on both sides. William
Odgers, a Royal Navy sailor and one-time Saltash innkeeper, was awarded the
Victoria Cross for his gallantry before the wars ended in an uneasy truce.
Taranaki today is known as a vibrant and contemporary city, famed for its sunny
climate, art galleries, picturesque parks, decadent dining, and family-friendly
fun. Many of the places and street names echo their origins from our own city of
Plymouth.
Clive concluded his talk with the sad tale of the connection to Bere Ferrers. In 1917,
ten soldiers from New Zealand alighted from their troop train on the wrong side,
having assumed they should leave by the same side they had entered, and were
struck and killed by an oncoming express. A plaque to their memory was unveiled
in 2001 in the village centre.
A big thank you, once again to Clive for stepping in at late notice with his excellent
talk.
The Railway Time Machine

A goodly audience was entertained by Bernard Mill’s photographic time machine,
which took us on a nostalgic journey around the local area. Using familiar
landmarks, Bernard’s camera captured the changing landscapes as the railways
gradually disappeared, often without trace.
Churches provide key points of reference as seen above at Monksmead in
Tavistock, illustrating the way history can be easily erased. Dual carriageway and
housing dominate the scene in St. Budeaux where railway lines once passed
through. The viaduct at Keyham creek was another example with housing replacing
the Southern line, though the GWR survives. Car parks and retail developments
contrast with views of the inner-city lines, with a background of old landmarks such
as the dockyard grain silo, various churches, Plymstock power station (Bernard
includes a video of the chimneys being demolished); also on the scene are old
vehicles like Scammel trucks and Millbay laundry vans.
Crossing into Cornwall, Bernard captured images of the old Saltash steam ferry
from 1961, a “steam special” crossing the bridge and the fireworks display on its
150th anniversary. Of particular interest and pride were his photos of the wooden
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steam rail coach with boiler beside the river on the Looe Valley line; stunning images
captured on a clear day by the Moorswater canal bridge, with frost on the fields, still
waters and steam smoke in the air. More memories came with scenes of the vintage
locomotive “The City of Truro” back at its home, Bernard pleased to have taken
photos from the bell tower of the cathedral.
Back nearer home, we visited the Plym Valley railway, a rare example of a restored
line. A founder member of the society, Bernard took us past the old Lee Moor
tramway crossing and up to the current terminus of the rebuilt Plymbridge Halt
platform – the old one now being at St. Ives station. On up what is now the cycleway,
past Shaugh Bridge Halt and its once impressive rhododendrons and Clearbrook
with its derelict railings the only trace of lines past. At Yelverton, a lovely image
shows locomotive no. 4538 coming out of the station. In 1962, the footbridge and
signal box were still to be seen, but the area, including the start of the branch line
to Princetown is now sadly totally overgrown – the tunnel still runs through private
land under the A386 roundabout.
Bernard’s images and memories continued to Princetown past Burrator Halt with its
remaining kissing gate, and the famous snake notice at Ingra Tor Halt. Back on the
old main line, his views took us past the “black bridge” at Horrabridge and the
stunning Walkham viaduct to the two stations at Tavistock. On to Lydford where the
Southern and GWR stations sat side by side, sharing facilities such as the signal
box.
This was a classic evening for showing the importance of recording local history
because of how quickly things can change and be forgotten. Bernard’s stunning
images taken over many years have done this superbly, also making for an
excellent talk – all supplemented by his unique humour and off-the-cuff anecdotes.

Calling all schools in the Parish!
Burrator Beacon would love to hear from you. If you’d like your pupils to write a
short article about what they and the school have been doing, then please do
get in touch with the editor. Details of how to do this are on the back page of
the magazine. Any drawings or photos to accompany their writing will be most
welcome. Perhaps this could be a Literacy writing exercise, a School Council
newsletter, or any other cross-curricular theme?
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Update from the Rotary Club of Yelverton
Ken Farnham
THE ROTARY CLUB OF YELVERTON
(Rotary International in Great Britain & Ireland)
No.1726: District 1175
The most significant event since the last update has been our collection at Yelverton
Shops in aid of the Ukrainian Refugees. We are delighted to report that, thanks to the
generosity of local shoppers, the collection together with other donations on the day
amount to £1200. Distribution via Rotary International, together with funds raised by
other Rotary clubs, will ensure that the whole of this money will quickly and directly get
to where it is most needed. Contact has been made with 40 Rotarian leaders from
Ukraine and neighbouring countries, a Rotarian global disaster response fund is in place
and efforts will principally focus on
refugees escaping the war. It is good to
know that contact is made with fellow
Rotarians where help is needed.

On a lighter note, we won our latest round
of skittles against Ivybridge (albeit with
some borrowed players) and have
therefore progressed to the next round of
the Rotary District Competition against
Salcombe – whether we like it or not!
Our programme of speakers kicked off with a talk on ‘The Prisoners of Dartmoor’ which
dealt with the history of the enforced occupants of the prison from its earliest days until
now.
We were called at short notice, to assist with car parking at The Garden House for their
Snowdrop Festival. Regrettably due to severe weather this had to be seriously curtailed
so a few of our volunteers were ‘stood down’ but we have, hopefully established links
which can be exercised again.
We are opening our Memory Café again but renaming it ‘The Yelverton Friendship
Café.’ Meetings as before are held at the Briar Tor Community Room on the 1st and 3rd
Friday of the month, 2.00pm to 4.00pm.
The Rotary Club of Yelverton welcomes new members, for further information please
contact:
president@yelverton.rotary1175.org www.yelverton.rotary1175.org
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Dartmoor Border Morris
Mark Tregaskis
Meavy based Dartmoor Border Morris will be in full swing with plenty of stick bashing
& bell jingerling japers this summer whilst collecting for the Dartmoor Search &
Rescue
group.
More
information
can
be
found
at
www.dartmoorbordermorris.com/diary or their Facebook page. Here is a list of
some of our events that you can see us. Remember, the pub events usually carry
a folk music session too!
Wednesday 1st June, 8 pm start. It`s high tide in Calstock, so Dartmoor Border
Morris will be dancing with guest`s Catseye Morris at the Tamar Inn.
Sunday 5th June, 2 pm Dartmoor Border Morris perform at the Stonehouse Lawn
Tennis Jubilee party.
Wednesday 8th June. 7.30pm We will be in Meavy Parish hall having a practice
session. Feel free to pop along & see what it takes for Dartmoor Border Morris to
be a successful dance & music troupe. There will be a Morris Music session in the
Royal Oak Inn from 9.30 pm.
Saturday 11 June, Dartmoor Border Morris will be partying at the Royal Cornwall
show, so if you see us, come & say hello!
Saturday 18th June, afternoon. Dartmoor Border Morris will be back on home turf,
at the historic Meavy Oak fair.
Saturday 25th June, Afternoon. Dartmoor Border Morris will be performing at the
Tavistock Pride festival in the Meadowlands park.
Tuesday 28th June 8 pm. Dartmoor Border Morris have invited " The Old Town
Twelves" to Morris with them at the Seven Stars Inn, Tamerton Foliot.
Wednesday 6th July, 7.30 pm. Dartmoor Border Morris are back in Meavy Parish
hall checking their bells & feather hats. If you want an understanding of what makes
a person join a Morris side, this would be a good venue to come & watch from the
stage. Music session in the Royal Oak Inn from 9.30 PM.
Friday 15th July, 8 pm, Dartmoor Border Morris travel all the way to the Church
House Inn at Holne to meet Dartington Morris for a right royal knees up!
Sunday 17th July afternoon. Dartmoor Border Morris will perform at the Stoke
Summer fair at the Block house near Devonport. Bring the family!
Thursday 21st July 8 pm. Dartmoor Border Morris will be having lots if fun with
Tinners Morris & Cog`s & wheels ladies Morris at the Peter Tavy Inn. A brilliant
music session always follows this event!
Wednesday 27th July 8 pm. Dartmoor Border Morris will be at the Pint & Post pub
St Giles on the Heath with guest`s Barrel Morris.
Sunday 31st July, all day. Dartmoor Border Morris will be at the Sidmouth Folk
festival, Morris dancing on the sea front, & if it`s hot enough, in the sea!!! Come &
join us....
Wednesday 3rd August, 7.30 pm. Dartmoor Border Morris return to Meavy Parish
hall to work through their dance & music techniques.
Thursday 11th August 8pm. Dartmoor Border Morris will be at the Crumpled Horn
Inn at Polperro with guests Trigg Morris.
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Tuesday 16th August 8 pm. Dartmoor Border Morris will be at the Rugglestone
Inn with guest`s Black Bess Morris
Wednesday 24th August 8 pm. Dartmoor Border Morris will be at the Cornwood
Inn with guests Holberton Navy.
Wednesday 31 August, 8 pm. Dartmoor Border Morris will be at the Horse &
Groom , Bittaford with guest`s Grimspound Border Morris.
Thursday 1st September, 8pm. Dartmoor Border Morris will be performing at the
Blacksmiths arms as guests of Lodestone Border Morris
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Burrator Discovery Centre is Back!
Lucy Alford – South West Lakes Trust
After a long winter of lockdowns, South West Lakes were delighted to reopen the
doors and welcome visitors back to Burrator Discovery Centre at the start of April.
Led by our fantastic Centre Guide volunteers and just in time for the Easter holidays,
the Discovery Centre continues to act as a focal point for visitors to learn more about
the management and history of Burrator Reservoir as well as acting as an amazing
resource for visitors to get all their questions answered by the friendly team.
Open 7 days a week through the summer from 11-4pm, over the coming months
the Discovery Centre will see some changes as South West Lakes begin to update
some of the interpretation in the centre to reflect the growing need for spreading the
message about water conservation – be sure to pop in to find out more!
We couldn’t run Burrator Discovery Centre without the generosity and commitment
of our volunteer Centre Guides. Want to give back to Burrator? South West Lakes
are recruiting for new Centre Guides to join our team, volunteers who are willing to
support South West Lakes by helping people to enjoy their experience to the
Discovery Centre at Burrator and wish to inspire our visitors.
For more information, please contact learning@swlakestrust.org.uk.
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Conserving the Common
Emily Cannon, Youth Engagement Ranger, Dartmoor National Park
In February, you may have seen young people hard at work on Walkhampton
Common. Over 2 days, 10 & 17 February, Year 7 pupils from Tavistock College
learnt how to use a range of hand tools and worked hard removing bracken and
gorse from drainage ditches to manage water run-off across the common. Despite
the rain, young people relished the opportunity to use bowsaws, loppers, and
bracken bashers, and enjoyed seeing the immediate difference they had made. At
the end of each visit, we explored tin working remains at a local farm, followed of
course by cake and hot chocolate.
“Thank you to all the young volunteers from year 7 at Tavistock College for their
hard work out on the common, all our commoners appreciated the work that was
done by them in cutting the gorse and removing dead bracken from an area on
Hearn Hill. This type of work is important in keeping the common in a healthy
condition.” Graham Goddard - Chairman Walkhampton Commoners Association.
These days were part of a larger programme, where Emily, youth engagement
ranger has been working with Andy Jerrett from Tavistock College to provide every
Year 7 pupil with the opportunity to have a day on Dartmoor. Other tasks have
involved mulching the orchard at Lydford Gorge, erosion repairs on bridleways with
Rob (DNPA ranger), and visits to Tor Royal Farm.
This programme was part of the 10-month Generation Green funded project with
Dartmoor National Park. In addition to delivering a series of taster days for groups
of young people who would not normally have the opportunity to access Dartmoor,
we also reinstated the Junior and Youth Ranger programme, post Covid, for 12–19year-olds, and have been delivering weekly weekend environmental volunteering
days across Dartmoor.
For more information, please contact Emily: ecannon@dartmoor.gov.uk
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Moor’s Edge u3a January 2022 News Report
Marilyn Beer
Moor’s Edge u3a meets on the second Tuesday of each month; except August; at
the Woolwell Centre at 2.30pm. We welcome those who are retired or semi-retired
who can come to two general meetings before deciding if they want to join us. Once
joined there are many interest groups catering for those who want to sit and chat,
get out and about or be creative.
At our April meeting Ashley Jones, Regional Fraud Protection Officer gave us a very
informative and useful talk. He alerted us to various ways scammers try to get our
information and what to look out for and how and who to report to. If you go to our
Facebook page you can find several useful links including a webinar and YouTube
presentation. To contact Ashley to speak at a group you belong to his email address
is Ashley.jones@avonandsomerset.police.uk
Recently, Coffee, Cake and Chat members enjoyed a Cream Tea celebrating St
Georges day at Ford Park Cemetery Visitor Centre. Their next outing will be to The
Little Kitchen on Mutley Plain.
Garden Visits now has two groups; the first has enjoyed seeing Wildside in the
spring - a different time of year to when they visited before. The second group will
be visiting the Garden House.
History group covered a wide range of topics including the Mini Ice age starting
in1303, Charlie Chaplin, Mary Anning the fossil collector and Stanley Gibbons
among other topics.
Bridge, Canasta and two Scrabble groups are running successfully with members
learning as they play.
The Music group enjoyed the Riviera Ramblers at the Plymouth Jazz Club at the
Crownhill Legion; the next outing will be to see a Gary Barlow Tribute act at the
Woolwell Centre. Variety as they say is the spice of life!
These are just a few of the groups and activities you could be participating in if you
join us. We look forward to welcoming new members at our monthly meetings and
have a greeter on hand to meet you. So make your retirement a time to ‘Learn,
laugh and live’ and meet new friends.
Look at our website https://u3asites.org.uk/moorsedge/events to see what is
planned and our Facebook page for additional photographs of what we have been
doing.
Diary Dates for meetings 2.30pm at the Woolwell Centre the second Tuesday of the
month:
June 14th Sara Nuttall-Worsley will talk about: - Children’s Hospice South West.
Sara will talk about the work of the charity to support children and families dealing
with terminal illness.
July 12th The Rt Hon Anne Widdecombe DSG is our speaker, we anticipate hearing
about her time on Strictly Come Dancing and her career as an author. There will be
books available to buy on the day.
August – no meeting, a summer break.
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Space Available for advertising
If you would like to advertise your business in the Burrator
Beacon, we are happy to help you with this.
See page 27 for details and prices.
If you are a not-for-profit organisation, you can advertise your
activities here free of charge.
(Priority is given to those in the Burrator Parish)
Contact the Editor - details on page 28

John Boylett Electrical Services
The Smithy, Meavy, Yelverton. PL20 6PJ. Tel: 01822 853456 / 07748 513469
Domestic Electrical Installations - Rewiring - New Builds - Smoke Alarms
Consumer Units - Lighting - Electric Showers - New and Replacement sockets
All work tested, certificated and guaranteed
Very Competitive Rates Friendly local service Part ‘P’ Elecsa Approved Contractor

KEVIN WELLS, GARDENER
Trustworthy, reliable, experienced garden care
Contact 07514 697583 / 01752 769349
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WRIGHT WINDOWS
The local tradesman for uPVC, double-glazed windows, doors, porches and
replacement double-glazed units.
FENSA registered with insurance-backed guarantee.
TERRY WRIGHT
Sharpitor, Burrator Road, Dousland, Yelverton PL20 6NE
Tel: 01822 852275 Mobile: 07977 631776

‘A tradesman not a salesman’

Burrator Beacon
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Parish Council Meetings
Full Council Meetings are usually held at 7:30pm on the last Thursday of the month (but
not always!). For the dates of the next few meetings, please visit the Parish website:
www.burrator.gov.uk The Planning, Finance and Royal Oak Inn Committees meet on
other dates throughout the year – please contact the Clerk: theclerk@burrator.gov.uk for
more details.

How to advertise in the Burrator Beacon
The Beacon is published quarterly at the end of February, May, August and November
and delivered to all homes in Burrator Parish which covers Walkhampton, Dousland,
Meavy, Sheepstor, Hoo Meavy and Lovaton. Business are able to advertise in the
Beacon at the following rates:

Single Issue

Four issues Sixes in mm
(approx.) when
printed*

Size of advert to be
submitted (mm)

1/6 page £12.00

£30.00

30 × 130

42 × 180

1/3 page £20.00

£60.00

60 × 130

85 × 180

half page £30.00

£90.00

90 × 130

130 × 180

full page

£144.00

180 × 130

260 × 180

£48.00

*The Beacon is printed A5 size i.e. 210mm high by 148mm wide. However, adverts should
be submitted A4 size. All prices are subject to VAT. Invoices will be raised by the Parish
Clerk upon receipt of your booking and will be payable upon receipt. Adverts should be
submitted to the Editor (details on the back page) electronically, i.e. as an attached Word
document.
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BURRATOR GROUPED PARISH COUNCIL
List of Members and Telephone Numbers (Area Code 01822)

Meavy Dousland
Darren Balkwill
07884 418997
Mark Brunsdon
01822 853117
Richard Radmore

Walkhampton Village
Graham Palmer
852524
Andrew Paskins
853377
Richard Glanville
855914

Meavy Village
Brian Wills
Richard Ayres
Heather Stribley

Walkhampton Dousland
Frederick Glanville 07876 610177
Sarah Milne
854814
Helen France
07500 004523
1 vacancy

853901
855348

Sheepstor
Keith Scrivener

07548 954960

Stephen Hopson

852979

Clerk to Council:
Mrs Katharine Griffiths
01822 852907
5 Hillside Close
Buckland Monachorum
Yelverton
Devon PL20 7EQ
Email: theclerk@burrator.gov.uk

Published and issued quarterly, free of charge by Burrator Parish Council. The next
edition will be published end of August. Copy deadline Tuesday August 2nd
2022. Copy to be sent to the Editor, Mrs Karen Batson, 10 Blackbrook Close,
Walkhampton PL20 6JF Tel 855030 email: burratorbeacon@gmail.com as a Word
attachment.

If you require this publication in large text please contact the
editor: Karen Batson on 855030
Burrator Parish Council is a body which complies with the Freedom of Information
Act 2000. Contact the Clerk, Mrs Katharine Griffiths, for specific details about parish
business.
Advertising: Local events are publicised free of charge. Businesses and clubs and
societies (which have membership fees) can advertise in the Beacon and should
contact the Editor for advertising rates. A note to advertisers: Please check your
adverts as they appear in each issue. Every effort is made to include the correct
information at the time of going to press, but omissions can result where adverts
are sometimes moved around in order to fit new articles in.
Burrator Web Site: The Burrator Parish Website is http://burrator.gov.uk/ You can
find details of meetings plus other information.
The opinions expressed in the Burrator Beacon are not necessarily those held by
Burrator Parish Council. Every effort is made to ensure that information in these
pages is accurate. However, the Council cannot be held responsible for errors or
omissions. Including information does not imply recommendation and any
subsequent contact is made at readers' own risk.
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