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Editorial ï Karen Batson  

 
Itôs great to know that this issue will reach everyone in Burrator Parish and welcome 
back to those who havenôt been able to access our magazine online. Itôs heartening 
to know that there are lots of happenings and events starting up again as we emerge 
from the effects of this dreadful pandemic. Lots to read about in this bumper issue! 
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed interesting articles and photos. 
The winter issue of the Burrator Beacon will be published at the end of November. 
Deadline for copy will be Tuesday 5th October, at the latest. That issue will cover 
the months up until the end of February 2022. Donôt forget, this is your magazine 
for your parish, so we would like to hear from you! Do consider writing a piece about 
anything of interest.(Maybe you have a new interest or hobby that you would like to 
tell us about?) Please send all submissions as Word attachments, as this makes 
the cut and pasting process much simpler! 
 

Parish Clerkôs Report ï Katharine Griffiths 

The Planning Committee have recently been consulted on the following application 
with the Parish Councilôs comments in bold: 
 
0211/21 Erection of hay store (part retrospective) at Higher Lovaton, Lovaton, 
Yelverton 
Neutral View with recommendation that the extension of the barn is to the SE 
side away from the nearest residential property. 
0228/21 - Replace old garage with a new prefabricated garage at 15 Boundary 
Road, Dousland 
Support 
0290/21 - Single storey extensions to rear to provide extension to toilets and kitchen 
together with roof terrace to beer cellar and front porch at The Walkhampton Inn, 
Walkhampton 
Support 
0246/21 - Single storey extension and dormer to rear, two dormers to front elevation 
and pitched roof to front porch at Broadview, Nine Oaks Estate, Dousland  
No Objection 
0384/21 The Cottage, Sampford Spiney Proposal: Extension to south elevation. 
Support 
0388/21 Land at Goodameavy Proposal: Extension to agricultural shed 
Insufficient information to make a decision. 
 
Report 
With restrictions easing the Parish Council has now resumed face to face meetings 
and have been taking the relevant precautions to ensure everyone is kept safe.  
Three new members have been welcomed onto the council. Cllr Milne, Cllr 
Radmore and Cllr France.   
Keep an eye out for three new noticeboards which will be installed at Lovaton, Hoo 
Meavy and Meavy soon.  The Royal Oak Inn is now fully open after a difficult year.  
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Sarah Milne ï New Parish Councillor 
 
I feel very privileged to have been co-opted onto your Parish Council.  I am 
relatively new to the area, but love it and want to get to know it better, and its 
people.  I live in Walkhampton with my partner, Andrew.  Between us, we have 
five children and five grandchildren, though by the time this goes to print there 
should be six!  I work in the legal arena, transcribing court and parliamentary 
proceedings, but I am also a Family and Adult Criminal JP.  In my spare time, I 
enjoy sailing - almost compulsory if you live in the Southwest - gardening, listening 
to music, watching films, sport and reading.  I look forward to meeting many of you 
over the months and years and to rolling my sleeves up to help out wherever I 
can.  Thank you. 
 
Village Halls 

Please support our local village halls for your meetings, parties and activities, when 
Covid restrictions are lifted. All the halls have disabled access and they vary in size 
and facilities so one of them will suit your requirements. All the Halls are run by 
willing volunteers who strive to keep them in good repair providing vital facilities for 
our communities.  

Meavy Parish Hall   Alison Stoker    853389 

Sheepstor Village Hall           Patrick Drennan    853186 

Walkhampton Memorial Hall          Sheila Glanville    859215 

They will be able to advise you on availability, hire charges and terms & conditions 
of hire. 

 

Sheepstor Village Hall Bulletin Summer 2021 
Patrick Drennan (Chairperson Sheepstor Village Hall committee)   

 
Following the relaxation of Covid restrictions the committee finally met in person in 
April to discuss affairs of state (!). Sadly Jerri Bayly, a long-time member of the 
committee and staunch supporter of village hall events, has moved out of the village 
to Tavistock. The committee expressed its gratitude for all he had done ï his larger-
than-life presence manning the ósplat the ratô stall at the Bull Ring summer fairs, his 
raids on the WI cake stall at Tavi to donate cakes for hall events, and his own unique 
take on what was required of a village hall committee to name but three. We wish 
him well. 
We aim to hold a village get together in the late summer, but the uncertainty 
surrounding the extent of the covid relaxation rules and the date of the full return to 
normal community life, means that a date for such an event will have to be decided 
a bit on the hoof. Listen to the jungle drums, watch for the smoke signals, and if you 
are very lucky, your internet provider may sort itself out and provide you with a  
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decent enough service to transport the invitation down the fraying copper strands 
to your monitor. Yes, I am aware that most of you have upgraded to smart phones 
and organise your life that way but as there is still no mobile signal in the centre of 
the village I shall rely on old methods of communication, such as actually talking to 
people! We hope to provide free refreshments to celebrate the survival of the village 
through such difficult times, acknowledge the support received from all quarters to 
get safely through, and welcome new arrivals to Sheepstor, as well as all those who 
have been involved in village life but may have moved out to pastures new.  
Despite the enforced absence of activity, Annie Charles has been keeping an eye 
on the hall, removing the inevitable cobwebs, and so far has not submitted a bill! 
With this, and the fact that our Treasurer and Secretary successfully applied for a 
government grant to bridge the gap in finances left by the inability to hold any fund-
raising events to cover the day-to-day costs of keeping the hall maintained, has 
meant that the books are in a very good state. When we are finally allowed to hold 
an AGM, as is required under our charitable status, those attending will be able to 
judge for themselves, and hopefully put themselves forward to support hall events 
in the future. We still have to verify the constitution formally. 
Despite Annieôs constant reminders about the sad state of the hallôs decorations, 
the committee has been unable to raise enough volunteer support over the past few 
years to rectify the situation, so a quote has been accepted form a local trader to 
paint and decorate the hall this autumn. Once the way is clear on how the hall can 
provide a safe environment for meetings to recommence, I hope we can decide on 
a stimulating and interesting menu of events to get the show back on the road. 
I hope all the readers have been able to keep themselves safe and well. 
 
 

Sheepstor Villages in Action/Carn2Cove - Summer 2021 
Patrick Drennan - Sheepstor Villages in Action promoter 
 
óWow!ô he says, emerging, blinking in the sunlight, from hut Greystone, Stalag Luft 
PL20 6PF. Some very good news - Ninebarrow have honoured their pre-Covid 
agreement to perform a record third concert at St Leonardôs Church, and this will 
now take place on Thursday November 18th, barring any further unwanted viral 
interventions. The artists have kindly offered to sell tickets via their own online site, 
with a credit charge that merely reimburses them for what the card companies 
charge them, rather than adding on a percentage for profit a la commercial ticket 
agencies. 
The doors will open at 7pm, and the concert will start at 7.30pm. Hopefully we will 
still be able to provide refreshments, in exchange hopefully for a donation, but we 
may have to do this in the adjacent village hall with a one-way traffic system in place 
to keep the Covid health & safety advisers happy. Ticket prices are £14 pre-booked 
or £16 on the door, but be aware that the church wardens are currently carrying out 
a risk assessment to establish the ósafeô capacity, and it may well be less than the 
usual 100 maximum in front of the rood screen. Tickets are available on the 
Ninebarrow portal site www.ninebarrow.co.uk/sheepstor for card purchases, and for 
cash/cheque transactions from me at the details below. There is no mobile signal 
in the village, but the landline does have an answer machine on it if Iôm not 

http://www.ninebarrow.co.uk/sheepstor
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immediately available and I will return the call as soon as possible. All profits are 
divided equally between two local charities, Sheepstor Village Hall and Friends of 
St Leonardôs Church Sheepstor. 
Readers may recall that I declared myself to be an eternal optimist in a previous 
edition of the Burrator Beacon and had arranged a concert for October last year to 
hear Julu Irvine & Heg Brignall www.juluandheg.com perform songs from their due 
out album. Sadly that succumbed to the Covid tidal wave but I am in preliminary 
talks with them to put on a performance in St Leonardôs for next spring. 
Finally, Villages in Action aka Carn to Cove are still gallantly producing seasonal 
menus, admittedly much reduced from their normal offerings, and coordinating a 
concerted effort to try and re-establish a thriving performing arts community in the 
southwest, so there is someone else who is playing the hopeful card and planning 
for better things to come. Unfortunately, I found it very frustrating attempting to 
watch /support online concerts because of the dire reliability and speed of the 
internet in the village, so I hope others have been more successful.  
Hope you are managing to stay safe and well. 
Patrick Drennan  -  01822 853186   drdartmoor@doctors.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MEAVY GARDEN SOCIETY 
 

Monday 20th September 
 

`Birds of Dartmoor` 
Roger Hooper 

 
at 7.30pm 

preceded by a very short AGM.  We very much hope that this meeting 
will be able to take place, and look forward to welcoming members and 
friends again.  We may request that face coverings are worn depending 

on the Covid situation at that time and we will space chairs well and 
have as much ventilation as possible.   

All enquiries  01822 852672 and 852984  
 

http://www.juluandheg.com/
mailto:drdartmoor@doctors.org.uk
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The Country Diary in Song 

with Broomdasher 

at 

3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ -ÅÁÖÙ 

on 

Saturday 18th September at 7.00pm. 
 
A musical celebration of Edith Holdenôs Country Diary of an Edwardian Lady with 
traditional folk songs of the day. The Diary was a worldwide phenomenon when 
published in 1977, with Edithôs beautiful paintings and words creating an 

exhilarating journey through the seasons. 
 

Edith Holden spent many holidays in Dousland and stayed all of April 1910 whilst 
writing and painting in the local area.  We are pleased to welcome Broomdasher 
with their show celebrating her life and work during the 150th anniversary year of 
her birth. 
In a show approved and praised by Edith Holdenôs estate, Broomdasher intertwine 
Edithôs descriptions with rousing, rueful and romantic songs collected at the time 
she was writing by Cecil Sharp and others from the working folk who lived in Edithôs 
idealised countryside.   
Broomdasher is a six-voice acapella folk group from London who have earned an 
outstanding reputation for their harmonies, arrangements and their engaging live 
performances.  Their recordings are part of the National Sound Archive at the British 
Library. Broomdasher are presenting their show in several locations until Christmas.  
 

Tickets Ã10 in advance please 
from Annie Inman 01822 852672, Sarah Gordon 01822 854298,  

Jonathan Frappell 01822 855541 
 and from The Royal Oak Inn, Meavy. 

 in aid of St. Peter's church funds.  Refreshments available.     

 

 



 Burrator Beacon  7 

 

 
 

 



8 Burrator Beacon  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DUCK RACE  
 

HUCKWORTHY BRIDGE, WALKHAMPTON, PL20 6LP 
 

in aid of Childrenôs Hospice SW 
 

SUNDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER @ 2PM 
 

Refreshments & Ice Cream 
 

Ducks £2 each per race on the day or prior to event 
from  

Mike Spry 01822 852277 
 

Weather & Covid Regulations permitting 
 

Charity no: 1003314 

 

 
 

CREAM TEA 
EGGWORTHY FARM, PL20 6LI 

SUNDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER FROM 2PM 
TICKETS £5.50 

in aid of Childrenôs Hospice SW 
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Support childrenôs hospice by taking steps in memory of 
loved ones   
 
Childrenôs Hospice South West (CHSW), which is celebrating its 30th anniversary 
this year, is delighted to announce that its Moonlight Memory Walk is returning on 
2 October. 
The 5 mile sponsored evening walk is held annually in Falmouth in Cornwall 
however after the event was held virtually last year due to the pandemic the charity 
has decided to keep the virtual option open to those unable to attend the physical 
event in Falmouth.  
The charity is asking people to complete a sponsored walk of any distance in 
memory of a loved one and raise vital funds for their local childrenôs hospice. CHSW 
has three childrenôs hospices in the south west; Little Bridge House in Barnstaple, 
Charlton Farm near Bristol and Little Harbour in St Austell, all supporting children 
with life-limiting conditions and their families. 
Last year the virtual event raised £28,000 for the charity which has kept its three 
hospices open throughout the pandemic offering resilience stays, home visits, 
emergency stays, end of life care and bereavement support. This year CHSW 
hopes to raise £30,000 to help celebrate the charityôs 30th anniversary year. 
After months of lockdowns and restrictions having such an impact on fundraising, 
the team at CHSW are delighted to be able to offer an event which will bring people 
together both physically and virtually, and provide time to reflect and raise vital 
funds.  
A candlelit memory ceremony, the poignant centrepiece of the physical Moonlight 
Memory Walk, will be live streamed on facebook from Falmouth to supporters 
across the region offering a time to remember loved ones while listening to music 
and readings.   
Kiley Pearce, Events Fundraiser for CHSW said ñThe last year has been incredibly 
challenging for everyone so we are so glad that we can once again provide a virtual 
offering so people can get involved across the southwest, and further afield. This is 
an opportunity for people to join together with friends and family and remember their 
loved ones as part of a poignant but uplifting event.ò 
It is free to take part in the Moonlight Memory Walk virtually and you can choose 
your own route and distance, however registering is still encouraged as you will 
receive items for your Moonlight Memory Walk and to accompany the memory 
ceremony through the post. To register for the event simply visit 
www.chsw.org.uk/moonlight  
This event is being kindly sponsored by National Friendly and all money raised will 
go towards helping CHSW continue to run itôs three childrenôs hospices which 
currently provide care and support to more than 500 local families. 
Supporters of Childrenôs Hospice South West are encouraged to take part in the 
Moonlight Memory Walk virtually as an opportunity to remember their loved ones 
and raise funds for their local childrenôs hospice 
For further information please contact Caroline Swain, Media Officer, Childrenôs 
Hospice South West, caroline.swain@chsw.org.uk or call 01726 871800  
 
 

http://www.chsw.org.uk/moonlight
mailto:caroline.swain@chsw.org.uk
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Space Available for advertising 
 

If you would like to advertise your business in the 
Burrator Beacon, we are happy to help you with this. 

See page 27 for details and prices.  
 

If you are a not-for-profit organisation, you can advertise 
your activities here free of charge. 

(Priority is given to those in the Burrator Parish) 
Contact the Editor - details on page 28 

 

Volunteer distributors required for 
Burrator Beacon 

Contact the Editor - details on page 28 
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Strange Tales from the Bathroom 
 
Shortly after moving into our house we had the bathroom upgraded, which apart 
from redecorating, we reorganised to allow the installation of a bidet, at my wifeôs 
specific request. The only ****** bidette in the village said our builder. 
Recently. I was called urgently by my wife who yelled come quickly the bidetôs 
making a funny noise!  
I immediately dropped what I was doing to find out what the problem was. On arrival 
in the bathroom, coming from the bidet was the sound of water escaping under high 
pressure. I looked around but there was no sign of a leak ï but the noise continued. 
After checking both taps to ensure they were still working there was still no 
indication of any leak, but the noise continued unabated. 
I checked again for leaks or flooding to no avail. I then decided that the best thing 
to do would be to turn of the mains water tap, which I did. 
Even with the water supply turned off and residual pressure released by opening 
the taps, the noise continued. 
I examined all the accessible plumbing on the bidet ï and then I saw it!! My wifeôs 
Oral-B Pulsar electric toothbrush resting in the angle between the bidet and the wall 
ï but it appeared completely stationary. 
I removed it and to my amazement found that it was working. The noise diminished 
and when I switched it off the noise ceased. I turned the mains water supply back 
on ï still no noise to my great relief. Problem solved! 
The toothbrush is bright yellow and should have been obviously visible. It should 
also have been visibly vibrating. I have tried to recreate the conditions without 
success, the brush always vibrates noticeably and moves around which was not the 
case. The noise generated by the brush was also less intense. I can only conclude 
that the specific location of the brush caused the cavity in the bidet to resonate. 
Looking back on this phenomenon, I wander how the brush was switched on, and 
how we both failed to see the brush or that it was the cause of the problem. 
I also wonder what other domestic appliances have the potential to dumbfound us 
in this way? 
ANON 

 
 

Dartmoor Headwaters Natural Flood Management (NFM) 
Project  

 

Information with latest updates can be found on Burrator Parish Facebook page. 
 

Dartmoor Hill Farm Project 
 
Information with latest updates can be found at https://www.dartmoorhillfarmproject.co.uk/nfm 
 
 

https://www.dartmoorhillfarmproject.co.uk/nfm
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Yelverton & District Local History Society 

Nigel Rendle (Chairman) 
 
Dartmoorôs Moss Gatherers in WW1 
 

 
 
During World War 1 the fields of Northern France and Flanders were destroyed by 
the conflict. One of the first plants to germinate was the poppy, but another found 
elsewhere which had a more practical role was sphagnum or bog moss as it was 
used in the preparation of wound dressings for which there was great demand.  
Dr. Ann Pulsfordôs talk explained the uses and qualities of this plant and the role 
that Dartmoor played in helping the war effort. Seventeen million were wounded in 
WW1 and the aim was to get as many as possible back on the battlefield, fit for duty 
again. 
Dressings and bandages were made from a variety of materials including net 
curtains and cotton though this was scarce as it was used to make cellulose in gun 
cotton for explosives. Moss was a cheap alternative and Sphagnum papillosum was 
the best species as it is more absorbent than cotton. The moss has antiseptic 
qualities like iodine, which was in short supply, and also prevents the growth of 
bacteria in the wound, reducing healing time. Men with sphagnum moss dressings 
could be transported from battlefield to hospital without disturbing the wound. 
Harvesting and processing of moss took place on an industrial scale and by 1918 
Britain was producing 1 million dressings per month. Dartmoorôs bogs were 
recognised as good places to collect moss as they had the waterlogged conditions 


