
Burrator  

BEACON   

Summer 2021 
 

 
What connection does this man have with Burrator? 

See page 11 
 
 

 



2 Burrator Beacon  

Editorial ï Karen Batson  

After what seems like an exceptionally long winter and spring, we are finally seeing 
a return to ónormal lifeô. All we need now, at the time of writing, is some warm and 
sunny weather! 
Fingers crossed, the next issue of the Burrator Beacon will be one that lands on 
your doormat. The Parish Council are working hard to facilitate this, subject to 
restrictions being eased as promised and having enough willing and able volunteers 
to deliver the magazine. New distributors are always welcome to lighten the load, 
so if you can help, please get in touch. 
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed interesting articles and photos. 
The autumn issue of the Burrator Beacon will be published at the end of August. 
Deadline for copy will be Tuesday 3rd August, at the latest. That issue will cover the 
months up until the end of August 2021. Donôt forget, this is your magazine for your 
parish, so we would like to hear from you! Do consider writing a piece about 
anything of interest.(Maybe you have a new interest or hobby that you would like to 
tell us about?) Please send all submissions as Word attachments, as this makes 
the cut and pasting process much simpler! 
 

Parish Clerkôs Report ï Katharine Griffiths 

The Planning Committee have recently been consulted on the following application 
with the Parish Councilôs comments in bold: 
DNPA 0053/21 and DNPA 0041/21  Proposed: Installation of pv panels to roof of 
outbuilding and nine ground mounted solar panels at Church House, Walkhampton  
Support with condition that they cannot be seen from the highway or any 
other public land. 
DNPA 0058/21 Proposed: Change of use to permit the training, competing and 
selling of dressage horses on a commercial basis at land at Woodmans Corner, 
Walkhampton. Support 
DNPA 0094/21 Proposed: Conservatory to front elevation at Luxmoor Farm, 
Brisworthy. Support 
DNPA 0156/21 Proposed: Erection of detached double garage at Valdivia, 
Dousland. Support 
DNPA 0166/21 Proposed: Erection of rear/side extension, convert existing space 
over garage to form room, replace concrete roof tiles with slate, the roof to include 
two roof lights and solar panels at rear at 35 Manor Park, Dousland. Support 
 
The legislation has now come to an end allowing remote meetings. Future meetings 
will now take place in person following all necessary guidance and relevant 
precautions being taken.  It will be great to see all councillors in person.  
The Royal Oak inn is open for business with outside service up until the 17th May 
when inside dining can resume.  
 
Burrator Parish Council has a vacancy éé. Could you be a Parish 
Councillor?  
The Parish Council consist of 16 councillors who all live locally and volunteer their 
time to support their community.  
You donôt need any special qualifications to be a local Councillor (although there is 
a qualifying criteria) but you do need to be able to commit to a few hours every 
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month for Council matters, whether itôs attending Council meetings, reading Council 
papers on community matters or catching up with local residents.  
So, if you have a passion and enthusiasm for your community then why not find out 
more.  The Parish Council does offer a rewarding opportunity to be a voice of your 
community, and to have a real involvement in how your Parish is managed.  
For more information, please contact me at theclerk@burrator.gov.uk  
 

Note from Burrator Parish Council 
Andy Paskins 
 
Return of Face-to-Face Parish Council Meetings 
Burrator Parish Council (BPC) will hold its first Face-to-face meeting on May 27.  
The BPC has undertaken a risk assessment of the venue and will arrange the hall 
to ensure social distancing. Other measures will also be put in place to protect 
Councillors and members of the public attending the meeting. However, there may 
need to be some limitation on the numbers of the public permitted to attend the 
meeting, although this is considered to be unlikely. The Agendas and details of the 
Venue will be published in the normal way 
Return of the Burrator Beacon to Hard Copy 
During the lockdown, the publication of the Burrator Beacon has been issued as an 
electronic copy available from the Burrator Parish Council website, to minimise the 
potential transmission of Covid-19. 
Now the lockdown restrictions are gradually being eased the Council have decided 
that after the electronic publication of the Summer edition, the Autumn edition will 
revert to hardcopy delivered to your door by our volunteers. 
This of course will be subject to the continued reduction in Covid-19 transmission 
rates and compliance with any future control measures introduced by the 
government to restrict transmission of Covid-19. 
We will be checking with our volunteers to ensure that they are still available and 
happy to undertake door-to-door deliveries of the Beacon, and where necessary 
recruit additional volunteers. 
Thank you for your patience during the lockdown. 

 
Village Halls 

Please support our local village halls for your meetings, parties and activities, when 
Covid restrictions are lifted. All the halls have disabled access and they vary in size 
and facilities so one of them will suit your requirements. All the Halls are run by 
willing volunteers who strive to keep them in good repair providing vital facilities for 
our communities.  

Meavy Parish Hall   Alison Stoker    853389 

Sheepstor Village Hall           Patrick Drennan    853186 

Walkhampton Memorial Hall          Sheila Glanville    859215 

They will be able to advise you on availability, hire charges and terms & conditions 
of hire. 
 

mailto:theclerk@burrator.gov.uk
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DO YOU SHOP AT AMAZON? 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET FREE MONEY FOR YOUR 

VILLAGE HALL? 
IF YOU SHOP AT 
SMILE AMAZON 

AMAZON WILL GIVE THE HALL A DONATION. 
THE RANGE AND PRICES ARE EXACTLY THE SAME 

AND THERE IS NO COST TO YOU. 
SIMPLY GO TO 

SMILEAMAZON.co.uk 
REGISTER 

WALKHAMPTON MEMORIAL HALL. 
CHARITY NO 301006 

AS YOUR CHARITY OF CHOICE. 
 
 

 

POST OFFICE 
WALKHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
EVERY MONDAY 3PM ï 5PM 

An outreach post office will offer most of the services  
that a standard PO will supply including 

 
CASH WITHDRAWALS 

 
PAY IN CHEQUES 

 
POST PARCELS UP TO 2KG 

 
STAMPS 

 
For transport within 3 miles  
(when restrictions are lifted) 

Ring Sheila on 859215 
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Walkhampton Village Market 
at Walkhampton Village Hall 

 
Open every Saturday morning 10 -11am 

 
Locally produced Dartmoor meat, fruit, vegetables, eggs 

 from Pizwell Farm 
Pre-order (optional) 01822 880223 

 
Bread from Honeyôs Bakery 

Pre-order (optional) 01822852038 
 

Delicious home-made cakes freshly made 
 

Plant stall 
 

Book stall 
 

Please come and support your local community hall 
 

Social-distancing observed ï please wear a face covering 
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Walkhampton Cottage Garden Society Annual Show  
                 Saturday 28th August 2021 
 

 
 

With fingers tightly crossed, the WCGS committee has decided to hold an 
Annual Show on Saturday 28th August this year, but with a reduced format. 
The show will be for vegetables, flowers and gardens only, the latter classes to 
include Most Welcoming Front Door and Scarecrows.  There will be no classes 
for cookery or handicrafts. 
There will be no charge for entries or on the door, no late entries and no cash 
or voucher prizes, but the usual trophies will be awarded. 
It is hoped that these arrangements will enable gardeners from Walkhampton, 
Horrabridge, Meavy, Sheepstor, Yelverton, Sampford Spiney, Crapstone and 
Buckland Monachorum to enjoy showing their garden produce in a safe setting 
and minimise the risk of queuing or bottlenecks within the hall. 
Details will be posted on the Societyôs website: 
www.walkhamptonshow.weebly.com  
 
 
and printed schedules will be available at the Walkhampton Saturday Market 
and at Long Ash Garden Centre. 
 

Business and IP Centre ï Devon County Council 
Resources to help start, run and grow your business 

 
The Business & Intellectual Property Centre (BIPC) Devon will be hosting a 
programme of events from May to July to celebrate Women in Business.  
Our intention is to create a space to share women's knowledge, expertise and 
experience of the business world.  We have planned a varied programme of 
talks, workshops, yoga, panel events, networking and much more.   

 
All the events are free and can be booked 
via https://bipc.librariesunlimited.org.uk/ 

 
 If you would like to contribute to our Women in Business programme, please 
email bipc@librariesunlimited.org.uk 
 

http://www.walkhamptonshow.weebly.com/
https://bipc.librariesunlimited.org.uk/
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News from Meavy and Lady Modifordôs Schools 
Cherylynn Millar 
 
Following the recent lockdown and all children returning to school on the 8th March, 
we have taken full advantage of doing as much as possible with the children of 
Meavy and Lady Modifordôs Primary Schools.  All children embraced the return to 
normality, and have enjoyed some great learning opportunities.  There has been a 
big focus on walking in the outdoors, planting and lots of fantastic artwork.  We 
really do appreciate the location of our wonderful schools!  This is what we have 
been up to: 
 
Lady Modifordôs 
At Lady Modiford's, we are fully taking advantage of spending the Summer term in 
school.  
This time last year, Vixen Tor class planted seed potatoes, beans and peas, 
however, the covid restrictions meant the children were not able to see how these 
grow and subsequently, gather the produce grown. So this year, we have planted 
some more potatoes and other seeds to see first-hand how our garden grows. The 
children are enjoying watering and tending their plants and are proving themselves 
to be fabulous gardeners. 
Sheepstor class have been working hard with their teacher to make great use of the 
polytunnels and have prepared the soil to enable them to plant out their chillies and 
have plans for so much more fruit and vegetables to be grown.  
 
Meavy C of E Primary School 
Acorn and Beech Class 
We have been enjoying the sunshine and using our outdoor areas for maths 
counting in fives and sketching flowers. In D & T, Acorn Class have been working 
on pivots and levers. They designed their own pictures using the mechanism and 
created some wonderful moving Easter cards for mummies and daddies. 
Beech class have become gardeners this term and they are growing runner beans 

and sunflowers! They have also been identifying wildflowers and trees. In art, they 

have also been learning about Vincent Van Gogh and exploring his artwork 

Sunflowers and Starry Night. 

Chestnut Class 
Chestnut Class have been learning to write recounts of walks with information about 
the places visited. They went on a walk to Sheepstor village and churchyard to 
practice these skills. They walked through the Bluebell Woods and over the giant 
stile on the way. In the churchyard they investigated St Leonard, the old stone 
crosses, a mysterious skull carving and the Brooke family. They walked up the back 
lane on to the open moor at the base of the Tor and sheltered for lunch.  
Afterwards they walked down to Burrator and investigated the ruins of Longstone 
Manor including a cider press and a wind strew. Then we avoided a sinking bog on 
our way back to school via the two dams. A lovely but tiring day. 
Chestnut Class continued to make the most of the glorious sunshine before Easter, 
when they took their art lesson outside into the school grounds to draw a variety of  
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spring flowers.  They made viewfinders first which focussed the eye and helped 
them to record what they actually saw, rather than what they think they saw.   
 

    
 

                                                                                                    
 

Oak Class 
We have been learning about plants and how to take cuttings to produce new plants.  
We have had some very successful potato plants and geraniums and we have 
learned lots about different parts of plants and how to ensure they grow 
successfully.  This has inspired the children to continue planting and taking cuttings 
of plants at home. 
Our topic for last term was climate change, and the children enjoyed putting their 
debating skills to practice.  They had a class debate and took on the role of people 
who have different opinions about climate change.  The children enjoyed their 
discussions and learned that there are lots of different opinions and information to 
consider when thinking about climate change.  
During our climate change topic, Oak Class learned 
about the deforestation of the rainforests in Borneo 
and the plight of the orangutan, which is being pushed 
closer to extinction all for the production of palm oil.  
They felt so strongly about this cause, and as 
courageous advocates, they wrote letters to the 
Prime Minister and big companies such as Cadburyôs 
expressing their concerns at deforestation of these 
forests and the destruction of the orangutanôs habitat.  
We look forward to receiving their replies.  
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Year 5/6 have enjoyed lots of opportunities for art.  They have been focussing on 
famous artists and have created some amazing artwork this term.  They painted 
their own version of Claude Monet's 'The Poppy Field'.  They used a variety of 
media, including watercolours and pen to recreate a beautiful summer's day. 
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Easter 
Due to covid restrictions we werenôt able to do our usual Easter celebrations so this 
year, each of the classes at both schools designed and created a cross to represent 
the different parts of the Easter story. These were displayed on the school gates 
and in the school grounds for everyone to enjoy. 
 

 
 

 
 

We have really enjoyed having all the children back in school and we look forward 
to the amazing opportunities in the summer term. 
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Rajah Brookeôs Burrator House acquired by Brooke charity 
after 144 years 
Jason Brooke, Chair of The Brooke Trust 
 

 
 

The Burrator House estate, once owned by the first Rajah of Sarawak, has been 
acquired by a UK conservation charity led by his descendants. 
On 18 February 2021, at the end of almost a year of the pandemic, and after more 
than 18 months of campaigning amidst challenging times for the heritage sector, 
our charity completed on the acquisition of the historic Burrator House Estate, just 
outside the village of Sheepstor.  
Though we are a UK charity, most of our conservation work to date has been on 
the island of Borneo, in the state of Sarawak, and this is the first tangible project we 
have undertaken in the UK.  
For those not familiar with the historical links of this place to the tropical kingdom of 
Sarawak on the island of Borneo, it will help to know that Burrator House was rebuilt 
by the first Rajah of Sarawak, Sir James Brooke, some six generations ago. In 1859 
the Rajah, broken by smallpox and almost bankrupt after spending his entire fortune 
for the good of Sarawak, retired here after a ópublic testimonialô by his friends raised 
£8,800 to purchase the estate and build Burrator, and save him from financial 
anxiety in his retirement.  
 

 


