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Editorial T Karen Batson

The photo on the front cover is a very welcome sight, hopefully heralding in the start

of Spring very soon. Then our annual round of seasonal events will begin in the
parish. Remember, that as well as our local magazines that drop through the door,

a great source of isgding onmfaybui ateon Fadelmookt arew h a
the Sheepstor and Walkhampton Hubs and the Burrator Parish page.

The summer issue of the Burrator Beacon will be published at the end of May.
Deadline for copy will be Tuesday 2nd May, at the latest. That issue will cover the
months up until the end of August 2017.Don 6t f o ryguerhagazihetor y®ur i
parish, so we would like to hear from you! Do consider writing a piece about any of
the events you have participated in, or visited, in our area. We need to spread the
word about all the great things that happen around here. Please send all
submissions as Word attachments, as this makes the cut and pasting process much
simpler!

(7))

Pari sh CIl| erikufesukeReport

The Parish Council has recently been consulted on the following planning
applications, our comments in BOLD:

0597/16 Proposed removal of condition (e) of planning approval 5/56/089/98/03 to
allow continued occupation of the building without requirement to use workshop
area for associated employment; occupation of dwelling would not be tied to
workshop at Walkham Mill, Walkhampton SUPPORTED

0639/16 Proposed erection of garage, boat and garden store, Burrator Lodge,
Sheepstor. NEUTRAL VIEW

0473/16 & 0657/16 listed (amended) Proposed conversion of barn to holiday let at
Lower Goodameavy, Goodameavy SUPPORTED

The Parish Precept has been applied for at the same level of £4250 for 2017-2018
and the Parish Council is pleased to have recently supported Grant Applications
from Walkhampton Memorial Hall, Sheepstor Village Hall and the Walkham Valley
Scouts.

Works continue at the Royal Oak Inn, Meavy for essential strengthening of the roof
trusses. Works are being carried out in small stages under the supervision and
authorisation of the Historic Buildings Officer at DNPA and an export Structural
Engineer.

The Parish Council have received new Parish Boundary Signs and these will shortly
replace the existing signs fixed to the boulders. A new boulder is being sourced for
Cadover Bridge.
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Walking with Dogs on Public Footpaths i A Reminder

(Extract fromwww. r ambl ers. org. uk 0 Advice 0 Ri
Wales)

RnSince dogs have been taken on highways
assumed that they can be considered a o0r
19th century court case to describe things which might normally be taken by a
walker) and that therefore dogs can be taken on public rights of way.

Thereds no | aw which says that a dog mu:
right of way, but local authorities can make orders under section 27 of the Road
Traffic Act 1988 to make it a requirement on specific paths. Like its owner, a dog
should remain on the line of the path i an act of trespass may be committed
against the landowner if it wanders away from the official route.

Walkers with dogs should take particular care when crossing fields where animals

are being grazed. Section 1 of the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act 1953 makes

it an offence for a dog to be at | arge,
close control 0, i n a field or enclosure
|l t6s also an offence for dogs to attack
shoot dogs that are worrying, or are about to worry, farm animals. This is set out in
section 9 of the Animals Act 1971, whic

compensate the dogd6s owner i n such <circtu
Despite the fact thatcamgagi mentbddnat us
the | aw doesnét require stiles to be od
the right of passage, not th '

e dog. Stil e
and can often be seen in popular dog-walkin g ar eas . O

Further information is also available from the following links:

https://new.devon.gov.uk/prow/interactive-map/
www. environmentl aw. org. uk 4 Home O Wil dl
https://www.thebmc.co.uk/doggie-dos-and-donts-good-practice-advice

Village Halls

Please support our local village halls for your meetings, parties and activities. All
the halls have disabled access and they vary in size and facilities so one of them
will suit your requirements. All the Halls are run by willing volunteers who strive to
keep them in good repair providing vital facilities for our communities.

Meavy Parish Hall Alison Stoker 853389
Sheepstor Village Hall Trevor Rookes 853862
Walkhampton Memorial Hall Sheila Glanville 859215

They will be able to advise you on availability, hire charges and terms & conditions
of hire.


http://www.ramblers.org.uk/advice/paths-and-access/england/trespassing-in-england-and-wales.aspx
https://www.thebmc.co.uk/doggie-dos-and-donts-good-practice-advice
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What 6 s Walkhampnt o n é

% B
N GRASS ROOTS OF
h o WALKHAMPTON

GROW

MondaytMarch 2017

Hedgehogs

Anni e Tyrrell has been rescuing Hed
talking to us about how we can help
gardens and the wideirorenA3 riomanewmnde s

Mondayth April 2017

Beneficial Bees
Join us for @aentedlilkc i@yt Btelessc eper. | an

Bot h evWaltkshampt on Memor i al3 Healrlef mds

See our website for Imohraemplted ra.i wee wiw

Walkhampton Flower & Produce Show - Walkhampton Memorial Hall
Saturday 26" August 2017
What 6s New For 2017

Floral Art

OHot 6 is the theme of this year ods f
wide by 40cm deep (no height restriction).

Cookery

Join in the cake competition by making a double chocolate cake (recipe in
schedule or see website).

Photography

Enter our photograph classes with a photograph of a flower, moorland scene
or animal(s)/bird(s).

We have made a few changes to our ¢
- Create a bug hotel within a size of 30cm x 30cm (no height restriction).

- Make a decorated sock puppet.

- Enter the photograph competition with a moorland scene.

Last year we launched a new class Most Welcoming Front Door. We had
amazing entries and we are looking forward to seeing them again this year.

D o hfdrget your Scarecrow. Any theme and points are awarded for
originality, creativity, humour & workmanship. See the photo gallery on our
website for previous entries.

Ful | details of the above can be f
avail able in April from Long Ash G
Yel verton Garage or view our sched
www. wal khampt onshow. weebl y. com



http://www.walkhamptonshow.weebly.com/
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and Meavye
Meavy Oak Fair report from 2016 and looking forward to

2017
Jenny Sharp

Meavy Oak Fair 2016 was, as usual, a great community event where all the local
people, groups and organisations worked together to firstly to continue the tradition
of the Fair and secondly to raise money which can then be distributed to local
groups who provide a service to the community. This year we are able to donate
£4350 as below:

Burrator Twinning Association - £350
Dartmoor Border Morris - £150
Dartmoor Rescue Group - £150
Friends of-£480 Peter o0s
Horrabridge Rangers - £300

Meavy Church Bellringers - £100
Meavy Garden Society - £250
Meavy Parish Hall - £400

Meavy School Governors - £450
Meavy School PTFA - £400
Sheepstor Village Hall - £450
Walkham Valley Scouts - £300

West Devon Explorers - £350
Yelverton Fire Station - £300

A A A A A A A 222"

The Committee is currently looking at how Meavy Oak Fair is run and we are
involving all of those who contribute to, or receive a donation from, Oak Fair in our
discussions to see how we can make Oak Fair continue being a community event
from which everyone contributes. We would also like to include any new groups
who would be able to offer time to run some of the stalls at the Fair and therefore
receive a donation from the overall profits. Below are details of the activities that
together form Meavy Oak Fair so that you can see the extent of input that is needed
to run the Fair at its current level.

Refreshments | Currently run on alternate years by Sheepstor Village Hall and St
Peterbds PCC. Cakes etc donated
provided by Oak Fair

Cake and Currently run on alternate years by Sheepstor Village Hall and St
Produce Stall |[Pet er 6s PCC. Cakes and produce
Plant Stall Currently run by Meavy Garden Society, plants currently donated

by Champernowne Nurseries with additional plants donated by
Meavy Garden Society

Bottle Currently run by Meavy School PTA, bottles donated by Meavy

Tombola School parents

Book Stall Currently run by Friends of St
Friends

Face Painting | 2016 run by volunteer parents from Meavy School. Face paints
provided by Oak Fair
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BBQ 2016 run by Burrator Twinning Association from 12:00 1 15:00,
15:00 7 17:00 run by local volunteers. Everything provided by Oak
Fair

Icecreams Run by local volunteers, everything provided by Oak Fair.

Hog Roast Run by local volunteers - cooking from 6am in the morning!, serving

in the afternoon. Everything provided by Oak Fair. We will need
someone to take over the total running of the Hog Roast from 2017

Large Games

Run by West Devon Explorers, everything provided by Oak Fair

Small Games

Run by Walkham Valley Scouts and Horrabridge Ranges Football
Club, everything provided by Oak Fair

Guess the Run at the main PA tent along with raffle tickets etc. Name the

e. . bear, weight of cake, number of sweets. All provided by Oak Fair

Raffle Prizes donated by local businesses and individuals, tickets sold at
main PA tent. A few roaming sellers during the afternoon if enough
manpower

Programmes | Local volunteers from 1pm selling at approaches to village, sold at
main PA tent

Dog Show Dedicated committee member for organising Dog show, finds the
judge, local volunteers to take money etc.

Burrator Separate organising Group, relies on local volunteers to marshal,

Horseshoe timekeep, water etc

Run

Parking NSPCC run School end parking, Dartmoor Rescue Group run

Calisham end. Donation buckets held by each group, donations
from parking go direct to the group.

The following things require people before, during and after the Fair:

Thurs evening

Large Marquees up

Fri evening Equipment from shed, chairs from church, flags up, dog show
and games set up in paddock

Sat morning Set up all stalls, gazebos, 12 noon put out road closed signs

Sat evening Collect all games, stalls, gazebos and store in large marquee

Sun morning

Take down flags, return equipment to store, take down large
marquees if they are dry (if not taken down during the week
weather permitting)

As you can see there is a lot of time and effort needed in order to make the Fair
happen and there are a lot of groups and individuals that put in that time and effort.
To those groups and individuals the committee is very appreciative and we hope
that they will continue to be part of the Fair. However, many groups would
appreciate a change from running the same stalls each year, and the number of
individuals able, or willing, to put in time before, during and after the Fair is
dwindling. If you, as an individual, or as a group are able and willing to help, even
for a small part of the weekend you will be much appreciated. Please contact me
(Jenny Sharp) on 01822 853652 (evenings) or by email on oakfair@meavy.org.uk
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Meavy Garden Society - Programme 2017

Monday 20" March Spring Fun Show

Monday 24" April (a week later than usual) Caroline Stone “Nerines’
Monday 15" May Mike Stephens “Alliums’

Monday 19" June Julian Sutton ('Desirable Plants™ - mail order nursery]
OFancy Foliage"

Monday 17" July Elizabeth Holman ‘Rejuvenating a tired garden’
Saturday 12" August Summer Show 1-4pm

Monday 18" September Mark Wash (Trecanna Nursery) “The History of the
Tulip®

Monday 16" October Lea Bayly ‘Honey Bees and Your Garden®

Monday 20" November Paul Bartlett (Garden Manager, Stone Lane Gardens,
Arboretum and Tree Nursery) —Stone Lane Gardens: Its History and the
Trees within It".

Meetings start 7-30pm Refreshments from 7pm. Meavy Parish Hall.
Enquiries 01822 852672 and 01822 852984 www.meavy.org.uk/mgs

Monday 19th February 2018 AGM
Monday 19" March 2018 Spring Fun Show

Neil Maya Quartet i The Brubeck project

Wednesday 8th March 2017, 7.30pm. Meavy Parish Hall, PL20 6PJ

Let this superb Devon based quartet
finest musicians, immerse you in the cool sounds ofoneof t he wor |
jazz bands ever to exist, the Dave Brubeck Quartet. Playing such classics as
Blue Rondo A la Turk, Unsquare Dance and of course Take Five, the band will
take you back to 1959, a golden year for jazz. In the second half, the band will
also play some of its own well-loved compositions and other standards to thrill
and excite.

Neil Maya on saxophones has played many gigs for Villages in Action and other
rural touring schemes and delivers high quality, accessible music for all ages to
enjoy i and all with an air of light joviality and frivolity. Matt Carter on piano is a
rising star i at just twenty-one, his dexterity and musicality is already truly
astounding and he is destined to become a big name on the British jazz scene.
0 Gr e a ting! @hatantribute to the Brubeck legacy. This band do some of the
best jazz in the South West!d The Bji
www.neilmayaquartet.co.uk  To book tickets, please call 01822 852837

I



http://www.meavy.org.uk/mgs
http://www.neilmayaquartet.co.uk/
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and Sheepstoreée

Sheepstor Villages in Action Spring 2017

Patrick Drennan i VIA Promoter

The Ninebarrow concert in October was amazing, and enjoyed by a record
audience of 89. As a result, not only did VIA recoup way over the performance fee,
but The Friends of St Leonarddés Churc
by over £200 each. That was in no small part due to the excellent refreshments
served up bofc huhrec hobb atcekam o f Pat , Kay,
Annie, and to the generosity of the punters who were quick to put their hands in
their pockets for donations. The two raffle prizes, worth over £100 and organised
by Suzanne Seabrook, who had tapped the beneficence of good Sheepstor folk,
also contributed greatly to the funds.

Ninebarrow write some very thought provoking songs, as well as rework a few

h

S

a

traditional ones in a unique way, and willbe aduotofoll ow i n t he futu

know that one local is hoping to book them for a big family event soon, so the best
of luck to them.

As | write, over 40 tickets have been sold for the lain Thomson & Marc Duff concert
on February 9™ so the financial backers can relax and enjoy the show. My thanks
to the committee members of FOSCLS and Sheepstor Village Hall for their trust in
my promoting ability and their invaluable help on the night, and Annie for looking
after the performersdé needs for B&B.
The successof t he | ast concert did however
grateful to Kay for agreeing to allow the front field of Hellingtown Farm to be used
as a car park for the February event.

Villages in Action had been buoyed up by the support of village halls around Devon
and the financial return from many successful performances, despite the ongoing
cuts in Arts Council grants, and went ahead with organising a spring programme,
as well as committing to a few extra concerts to honour their agreement with West
Devon Borough Council. However WDBC has voted by a majority to not only cut
the grant for next year but to try and get out of its obligation to pay the funding
promised for this current year! | believe the latter action shows WDBC in a very poor
light, behaving with very unfair tactics against a charity that gives an excellent return
on the investment by providing superb art performances to the Devon rural
community. | know our local rep, Diana Moyse, has been very supportive but was
outvoted, so | hope all readers who enjoy VIA events will canvass to overturn the
decision. We do indeed live in grey times, and need the rare enjoyment that VIA
performances bring under the door of our village halls.

As to the future for Sheepstor events, who knows, but the VIA performances here
have demonstrated an eagerness from the local community to support great acts of
many different types of genre, in a unique Dartmoor venue. Certainly the current
funding proposals for the church include developing its ability to put on concerts
such as these in the future. To that
new production in the autumn, whi ch i
Cottageo, and to which they are sett.i

h i

en

S
ng

k
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Those who came to the Tommaso Starace concert, will know how awesome a
combination of superb musi c, bril I 1 ant
can be. We 6| | get the Whit eaislBsaygtlahs of

Burrator Twinning Association

SN
Z | [N

Visit by Les Amis de Burrator i Friday 28" April i Monday 15t May 2017
Once again, we will be welcoming our friends from Mathieu in Normandy,
France. We have a fun-filled weekend lined up for them and we are looking
forward to welcoming faces, both old and new. At present, we are looking for
one or two more host families in the area. If you think you might be interested
and would like to know more, please contact Karen or Steve at the numbers
bel ow. Expenses for the French visi
way to get to know others in your local area and a chance to join us on our visit
to France next year.

Karen Batson 855030
Steve Gray 854888

Watercolour Art Sessions

With local artist Janet Farragesuitable for beginners & experienced artists

The Burrator Inn, Dousland, nr Yelverton
Tuesdays 10ani2noon

The Brook Inn, Plympton St Maurie®Vednesday 10ari2noon

Chaddlewood Farm CommupgitCentre, Plymptor Thursdays 10aril2noon

£7 per sessiod pay as you g@ Free easy parking
For more information call or text Janet on Mobile: 07742 983311

CHI L DR EHOSPICE SOUTHWEST
FUN DOG SHOW
Harrowbeer Airfield, Yelverton
Sunday 21 May 12pm

Rosettes awarded for 1,2"9,3" places.
Best in Show & Reserve Best in Show
will follow completion of all classes.

An independent voice for those who find Further details contact Sheila 859215 or

Dartmoor a source of livelihood or inspiration’ Linda 852142
www.dartmoorsociety.com Al'l proceeds to Chil
Reg Chanty No: 1111066
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Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter Services in West Dartmoor Mission
Community

Palm Sunday
l10am St Paul G sMisstor IConanurityo Service with donkey led
procession, palm crosses and Holy Communion.

Holy Week 1 Holy Communion at 7pm as we follow the Passion readings.
Monday 10 April St Leonardds Sheepstor
Tuesday 11 April St Marydés Sampford Spiney
Wednesday 12 April St Mar ydés Wal khampt on

Maundy Thursday T 13 April

6.30pm Fellowship Meal (tickets available from Carolyn Hempinstal) T St J o
Horrabridge

/pmi Holy Communion: St Paul ds, Yelvert

Good Friday i 14 April

8.30 Princetown i Prayers for Pilgrims followed by a walk from Princetown to
Sheepstor 7 only suitable for those who are fully kitted out for all that Dartmoor
can throw at you!

9.30 Horrabridge Family Service

9. 30am St Paul 6s Family Service

10. 30am St Mar y o Holy@®arimknoa mpt on

10.30am StPet er 6s Fami ly Service

11. 00 Sampford Spiney Childrenbds SerV
12. 30 St Leonardodés Service & Walk wup
2. 00 St-Wdkch at thé Gross

Easter Day i 16 April

St Maryds Wal khampt on

7am 1T Sunrise Service on the Moor beyond Gypsy Rock Walkhampton with
breakfast to follow

9.30 Holy Communion

St Paul 6s Yel verton

8am Holy Communion

9.30 Holy Communion

St Peterds Meavy

10.30 Holy Communion

St Leonarddés Sheepstor

11am Holy Communion

St Marybdés Sampford Spiney
11am Holy Communion

St Johndés Horrabridge

10.30 Methodist Holy Communion

Princetown

11am Family Service
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West Dartmoor Federat i on: Lady Modi for doé

Schools.
Carleigh Bammens

It has been a time for celebration across the West Dartmoor federation with Lady
Modi forddéds recently receiving an OFSTED
awarded a si stdtus ollowing visit ramoSHAMS (Statutory Inspection
of Anglican and Methodist Schools). We have also recently become part of St
Christopheroés Multi Academy Trust, joini
share experiences, expertise and opportunities.

For both schools, the New Year and spring term has kicked off to a flying start and
the children are all getting stuck in to some exciting new topics. Parallel classes at
Meavy and Lady Modi fodds have decided to
this term.

Acorn class, home to our youngest at Meavy, have been getting excited about
Chinese New Year and dragons. The foundation stage children have acted out the
story of the zodiac and also got messy with chop sticks and noodles.

In key Stage 1, Beech Class and Vixen tor have become explorers and are learning
about the world through stories. Vixen tor are immersing themselves in traditional
tales from Britain and the wider world whereas Beech class have journeyed to
Antarctica for a race to the South Pole, and visited Inuit and Polar bears in the arctic.
Meanwhile, lower key stage 2 (years 3 and 4) have discovered penguins in Mexico.
Chestnut class and Hound tor have created a space/time portal enabling them to
find out about the Mayan calendar through pyramids and numbers, whilst hunting
for penguins and learning about our present Gregorian calendar. They are
contrasting hot and cold in science and will soon be adding chocolate to the mix.
At the top of the school, Oak and Sheeps tor are following in the footsteps of Charles
Darwin. Through investigation of fossils, species extinctions, adaptation and natural
selection the children are developing their understanding of evolution.

In addition to all the excitement of learning in class, we continue to provide a wide
range of lunch time and after school clubs such as tag rugby, handball, chess,
games, cross stitch, fencing, gardening, heroes and the new ABC to name a few.
Our schools are privileged to have such a strong community of volunteers, parents
and grandparents who kindly offer their time to support the children in a wide range
of activities, from running clubs, listening to readers or helping with particular
projects to assisting on local walks, cross country competitions and other sporting
events. We are extremely grateful for all that you do and the part you play in making
our schools what they are.

If you would like to find out more about West Dartmoor Federation or keep up to
date on what we are up to, please feel free to visit our new website:
http://www.westdartmoor.org.uk/

Walkhampton Village Hall i Friday 215t April, 7.30pm
Refreshments - Bari Ample parking
All proceeds to the Village Hall (Project George)
More info or to book a team contact Linda 01822 852142
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Meavy Girl Finally To Be Remembered As A War Heroine

THE name of a forgotten victim of World War One is to be added to the village war
memorial at Meavy - and rather unusually it is that of a woman heroine of the
trenches.

Kitty Trevelyan left her home in Meavy to become a nurse in the Great War which
started in 1914. She went to France as a civilian with the Voluntary Aid Detachment
connected with the Army Service Corp but sadly died of pneumonia in hospital in
Wimereux on February 27th 1917 where she was buried aged just 19.

Her story wastoldinastar-st udded BBC television dran
2015 when the part of Kitty was played by Oona Chaplin, the great grand-daughter
of Charlie Chaplin, pictured here in the role.

Kittydos name will be added to the Meavy
Mans Land" (Wenches in Trenches). This is a small organisation of like-minded
women based in West Cornwall who have been providing help and support to ex-
service personnel, since 2007. They are also committed to providing a memorial for
the nurses of the Great War over the next four years.

Kitty was born on October 22nd 1897, the daughter of Captain Walter Raleigh
Trevelyan and Georgina Alice Trevelyan of County Dublin. But by 1901 three-year-
old Kitty was living with her 22-year-old cousin Miss Ricarda Wolfe at Hoo Meavy
House, Meavy. The reason for her move to Devon can perhaps be explained from
divorce proceedings by her mother Georgina against Captain Trevelyan. Georgina
later married again and by 1911 she and her new husband Herman Sinclair moved
to The Parsonage Meavy (now Meavy House). A note on the Meavy Memorial Roll
in the church mentions that 16-year-old Kitty was confirmed at Meavy on the 22nd
May 1914 otherwise nothing is known of her until WW1 when she went to France
as a civilian nurse.
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R. Ri chardson, in his book 6Through War
name is on the Roll of Honour of Meavy Church and will, doubtless, be found on the

Me mor i al when erected. 0 The Memori al wa
Kittyés name was sadly omitted. The mai
she was a woman. Her exclusion was not an oversight but rather an ingrained policy

I men only.

It is therefore proposed to add the name KITTY TREVELYAN to the Meavy War
Memorial by permission of the Burrator Parish Council and Meavy PCC under the
Wa r Memori al s (Localk) A&t uot 1923 iardi seilsaguent o w e
amendments. This allows a local authority to add names to a war memorial within
its area whether it dédowns6é it or not.

Yelverton & District Local History Society
Nigel Rendle (Chairman)

ADart moor Prisonds Q@oonrsscioefntWoousd OMajre cl o

Simon Dell 6s talk was extracted from hi
shortly* on the 100" anniversary of the founding of the Princetown Work Centre.

At the start of WW1 Lord Kitchener sl re
with people rushing to join up to fight with the expectations of a short war. However,

as the war dragged on and casualties grew, particularly after campaigns like the
Somme, appetites for fighting diminished and objections increased.

The need for replacements intensified and the Derby Scheme was set up to
encourage voluntary recruitment. There was a lot of resistance on political, religious

and pacifist grounds. Although there was a theoretical right of objection it was
actively discouraged i of 16,000 applications for exemption, only 300 were
approved. Despite then the introduction of compulsory conscription in 1916 (the
Military Service Act), many men still refused to sign up and were labelled cowards

-t he derogatory ter m icsympathyiwassnot fortreasning or r
and objectors were regularly humiliated by the White Feather League.

Af ter t he I ntroduction of t he 1916 Act
subjected to further biased tribunals assessing their conviction and sincerity. The
Mlternativistso wer e offered work of nati onal i
forestry whilst those in the Non-Combatant Corps took on alternative civilian work

in the Royal Army Medical Corps or Munitions.

T h eAbsblutistsd0 who r ef us eat-related wdrloor abayymilitary orders

were sent to prison often for the length of the war. These prisons were run on strict
disciplinary and inhumane systems and Richmond Castle was particularly
notorious. One group known as the Richmond 16 were forced into uniform and sent

to the war front in Belgium. Here they still refused to fight, were punished severely,
sentenced to death but then commuted to 10 yearsohard labour.

In 1917 over-crowded prisons and reports of ill treatment eventually let to the set

up by the Brace Scheme of two Work Centres, one of which was at Princetown.

Over 1,000 prisoners were transferred here supposedly to engage in work of
national importance, though in this case more likely for improving and maintaining
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the Duchy Estate! The work was very hard, with long shifts digging drainage ditches,
qguarrying, building wall s Tdame moads t (e g
Poor conditions and meagre diets meant life was no picnic. However the centre was

run by CO committees withopenir ooms o0; t hey wore no uni
their work,; they had common rooms and libraries, were allowed outings and
visitors, performed plays and concerts and had football teams and rambling clubs.
They were common sights around the village but were not popular especially as
some of the villagers had relatives still away fighting in the war. There were strong
protests in Plymouth and they were often set upon and abused in the village.

When the war ended the men were not released immediately in order to give priority

for jobs to those returning from active service. Although released in 1919 many were

still subjected to abuse and called cowards. Did they really deserve such a label or
receive such harsh treatment?

*due to be released on March 12,

AThe Bl oudi 400 Bearmlk talte ofdBickleigh, Tavistock and
Twi ckenhamo

SR RN ‘ 43> SN
pU e TR . TR

Bloudie Booke ™.
OR

2 'ﬂ:rTugiuIamld:’y:u'.emdofsh
Tobun Fises (aliay ) Fxeze

The Tragical End of John Fitz was retold by Dr. Tom Greeves from eye witness
accountsdet ai | ed i n t hsame indne.dhkeestory siafted inthe late
16" century, a time of prosperity in Tavistock thanks to tin mining, wool and maritime
industries.

John Fitz Snr. was one such wealthy beneficiary but whilst visiting his estates on

the moor got lost in mist (pixy led?). Finding and drinking from a spring he found his
way again and built a well at the spot. The rebuilt Fitzford Gate stands at the
entrance to his former main residence in Tavistock and he held various other
properties around the area 1 he was a man of some standing. However, he was
deeply superstitious with an interest in astrology and visions of ruin 1 drops of blood

are on his coat of arms!

John Fitz Jnr. inherited the estates at the age of 21 and despite being well educated

i N aludabl e sbudr medtcsaor ellievses aa nid His bes widnd t e
was Nicholas Slanning, another man of considerable wealth, owning several local
manors. They fell out over payment of rent and Fitz threatened Slanning with a
knife. Slanning was intercepted on his way home and Fitz and his pals including
Rusty Jallopddep aiid attackedoi i t was sai d t hagicktdnh e


http://www.twickenham-museum.org.uk/images/content/medBloudie_Booke.jpg
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by bloodyurgingd and Ni c hunothraughbwFaze . A He  wdbasBicklaigh i e
where there is still a memorial at the church.
Fitz fled to France after recei wonsoginga c
with loose prodigalsb and despite receiving a kni
e n g a g eiotoumsurifettinge and abhomi nabl e, qlarrelimk aa n e s
fighting. His wife Mary (nee Courtenay) left him.
The Courtenays and the Slannings were not happy. Fitz was aware of this and
became paranoid that they were outewrp (e
stireofarattledo . He Twickndmot quid ti ng up in a vict.
Anchor. Later, in a panic thinking he was about to be attacked he accidentally killed
the | andl ord and t hegoredhansdlf qudenthrongh the imdya s \
like a Pig lately stickedo . He died shouting bldwatupbhe v
gunpowdero b u't was bur i e da genttemah Wworne kaednolh good
kindredo!
His wife Mary inherited all his wealth and had four husbands including the sadistic
royalist Sir Richard Grenville who treated her badly. She became known as the
infamous Demon Bride Mary Howard suspected of murdering her
husbandsé. .another story. Mary is said t
with a headless horseman and black bloodhounds é é
This amazing tale of historical families of the area was brought to life by the
colourful, almost Shakespearian language of the eye witness accountsand T o mo
own entertaining portrayal of these incredible events.
Full details of our new 2017 programme are now available on our website. Also

summaries of past events are available at www.yelvertonhistory.org.uk

Fancy doing something a bit different in 2017? T
AMeeting peopl e, new practical s k-i |1

mentally and physically, improving the local environmentd ( Vol unt ee

Come and join one of our weekly practical volunteering days here at Burrator.
We carry out a whole range of tasks, and no experience is necessary. Weekday
volunteering days begin at 10am, and Weekends start at 10.30am. Please wear
outdoor clothes and ready for all seasons and bring lunch, we will provide gloves,
tools, instruction and lots of tea & biscuits!

March: Monday 6, Sunday 12, Tuesday 14, Monday 20, and Friday 31

April: Tuesday 18, Sunday 23 and Friday 28

May: Tuesday 2, Mon 8, Sun 14, Tues 16 and Friday 26

|l f you donoét feel quite so energetic
such as visitor centre guides, education assistants, event management and
researchers, to name but a few.

If you need any more information please ring 01822 855700, E-mail
heritage @swlakestrust.org.uk, or pop into the Discovery Centre.



http://www.yelvertonhistory.org.uk/
mailto:heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk
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Dartmoor Preservation Association - Free short walks
Keith Ryan

The Dartmoor Preservation Association (DPA), the Friends of Dartmoor
organisation, have offered free walks over most of Dartmoor for many years,
possibly since the DPA was founded in 1883. Now, they are offering a new
programme of free short walks. These are aimed at new walkers, senior walkers
and those less inclined to walk on their own or go on the established longer walks.
These will be concentrated in the Plymouth and Tavistock areas, on the 25" of each
month. They will start at 10 am and last about two hours or about three miles. There
will be an optional pub lunch i which is not free!

The walks are led by knowledgeable and experienced walkers who will explain
about the archaeology, history and natural features of the area as you go. There
will be a value-added aspect in that for many walks there will be a web page of
photographs afterwards and a link to a satellite aerial map showing the GPS track
of where you walked. While you can zoom in on these maps and see items such as
rocks, walls and pat hsfootprintslu wonot quite
The walks programme:

March 25" i Roborough Down

April 25" 7 Burrator & Devonport Leat

May 25" 7 Sharpitor for Leeden & Ingra Tors

Jun 25" 7 Roborough Rock

Contact the DPA on 01822 890646 or email info@dartmoorpreservation.co.uk.
Google: DPA Events Short Walks for more details.

Badminton in Yelverton
Jenny Gray

We play for fun each Thursday evening at
is very beneficial, obviously in terms of exercise, but also a very social sport! If
anyone would like to join us, whatever your ability, please just turn up!


mailto:info@dartmoorpreservation.co.uk
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Exciting Events coming up at Burrator swlakestrust

Saturday 4 March 10am-4pm - Railway Exhibition - To commemorate the closure of the
Princetown Railway at Burrator Discovery Centre.

Sunday 19 March i 10.30am-12.30pm - Family Wildlife Watch at Burrator Discovery Centre.
Small charge per person.

Thursday 23 March i 2pm-3 p m. Dayt i mei ITail rkg aifT hBu rbruat d
Rendell. £3 per person.

Saturday 25 March 1 10am-1 2 p m. Gui ded Wal k: ALooking
Reservoiro by Paul Réednesd iyl 5. Aprih i3 2pm-8pm. DaygimesTalkt .
AExploring o6heBwil dat ar ins A3 per person.

Thursday 6 April T 10am-3.30pm - School Holiday Family Drop in Day. Small charge per
person, no need to book.
Sat8 Aprili 10am-12pm. Gui ded Wal k AExploring the
£3 per person.
Sat 8 April i Easter Egg Trail for Everyone! Please drop in to the Discovery Centre between
10am to 3.30pm. Small charge per person.
Tuesday 25 April 7 7.30pm-8 . 3 0 p m. Evening Tal k: AExpl or
Colin Wakeham. £3 per person. Wednesday 24 May i 2pm-3 p m. Dayti me T
Burratoro by Paul Rendell . A3 per person.
Sunday 28 May i 10.30am-12.30pm - Family Wildlife Watch. Meeting at Burrator Discovery
Centre. Small charge per person.
Wednesday 31 May i 10am-1 2 p m. Gui deddWiatl &: ofiWBurrato
per person.

Unless otherwise stated, please book for all events in advance.

If you need any more information please ring 01822 855700, E-mail

heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk or pop into the Burrator Discovery Centre.

Tree planted to commemorate An

On Saturday 4 February David Hemmings, a local resident and regular visitor to the
Reservoir, organised a very special tree planting event at Burrator Arboretum, with

the support of South West Lake Trust. Two young people, who attended the World
Youth Day in Krakow last year and visited Auschwitz-Birkenau, planted the Horse
Chestnut, which was then blessed by Father Louis Rieunier.

This tree has been planted to commemor
children, throughout the world, who have been killed through wars and persecution.

Over 50 people came to this very special event! Thankyou, David for organising it.
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Supportin@g Rewah Entrepreneurs
Mike Felstead

Devon Communities Together (DCT) has bee
Countryside Fund to support the next generation of rural entrepreneurs in Devon.

A series of free networking events and one-to-one advice and mentoring activities

will be provided to support start-ups with key business skills such as finance and
marketing. As part of the project, DCT is developing an online enterprise hub to
support this learning.

They are also working with the School for Social Entrepreneurs in Dartington, who

will deliver a programme of in-depth training to further support and encourage
business development and long-term growth.

DCT CEO EIl ai ne Cook c¢ ommgpmojee r:DCHhahdwesre i s
delighted to have secured this generous
which will enable rural businesses and entrepreneurs across Devon to access
additional business advice, training and support, and to help assist our farming
community with business diversification

The project manager, Mike Felstead, al so
for small business size, with over 70% of companies in the county employing less
than 4 people. Start-ups typicall y f al | into this size cat

they are supported and nurtured. The project is running until July 2018, so this is a
terrific opportunity for rural entrepreneurs to get free, hands-on support for a good

time span. This should certainly help them to get through the difficult first stages of

l aunch and initial gr owt h. o

Clar e Crookenden, grants manager, The
AProviding new businesses and farming f e
will provide a valuable boost to their new enterprises and we hope set them in good

stead for a viable and sustainable future contributing to the local economy and
generating |l ocal jobs for | ocal peopl e.
The project is underway - if you know someone in the rural community looking for
business support, get in touch via the new project website, devonhub.org.uk.

Telephone: 01392 248919 ext. 7186
Email: mike@devoncommunities.org.uk

- 'R/
[ZVE
Devon Communities

Together D EVO N }7,;0& ‘ . .
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Searching for the Burrator Boundary Stones

In 2012 the Old Plymouth Society conceived the idea to record all of the boundary
and other markers with a connection to the City of Plymouth. After securing funding
from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), the Plotting Plymouth's Past (PPP) project
commenced in May 2012.

The project was intended to last for one year. This proved to be greatly
underestimated when the total number of markers identified, exceeded all
expectations. Thankfully the HLF granted a one year extension to the project to
enable the work to be completed.

The project 'officially' ended in November 2014 with the unveiling of a new boundary
stone, in Victoria Park, to mark the 100" Anniversary of the amalgamation of the
‘Three Towns' of Plymouth, Devonport & East Stonehouse.

Unfortunately the project was still not completed and it is now in its fifth year. At the
time of writing, 117 field trips have taken place, the sites of 1,961 boundary markers
have been visited and 981 markers recorded.

The early field trips concentrated on the municipal boundary stones that marked the
‘Three Towns' and the individual parishes that now make up the City of Plymouth.
Each of the Three Towns also had their own separate water supplies. The course
of East Stonehouse leat, that supplied the water for that town, is marked by a series
of boundary stones. These leat markers were recorded at the same time as the
municipal stones. Our attention then turned to the water supplies for Plymouth and
Devonport.

The course of the Devonport Leat is not marked by boundary stones. However,
there is one stone, inscribed DWC, that identifies the Dock (Devonport) Water
Company. It is built into the west facing wall of the bridge, that carries the piped
section of the Devonport Leat, over the Cowsic River, west of Beardown Farm, near
Two Bridges.

While the route of Plymouth's water supply is not marked there are a multitude of
commemorative plaques, boundary stones and boundary posts associated with the
collection and storage of water. The plaques can be found at several locations
around Burrator Reservoir and at the North Hill Reservoirs in Plymouth. The
boundary stones, each inscribed PCWW (Plymouth Corporation Water Works), and
dated with either 1917, 1919 o0r1932, mark the water catchment area around the
reservoir. Most of the PCWW stones were already known to a member of the field
work team, so locating them was not a problem.

All previously known stones were found to be still extant with the following being
recorded.

Granite boundary stones PCWW 1917 =57, PCWW 1919 =10, PCWW 1932 = 3,
Inscription carved on tor PCWW 1919 =1, Unused unmarked = 1 - Totalling 72
Using online mapping services, the sites of 17 'Posts' were identified at various
locations around Burrator Reservoir. They can be found at the following locations:
1 = on the north side of the reservoir road, west of the quarry car park.

2 = on the hillside above the west end of Burrator Dam. Neither have been found.
1 = below the west end of Burrator Dam.

2 = in the woods above the east end of Burrator Dam. Neither have been found.

2 = in the wooded area below Yelverton Reservoir.
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2 = either side of the road near the former site of Redstone Farm. Neither have
been found.

7 = on the southern shore of the reservoir towards the north-east end of the
reservoir. 4 were found, one of which is now at the Discovery Centre.

Those posts that survive are made of cast iron and bear the letters PCWW, some
with an arrow preceding the lettering. On the rear, some have the name of the
foundry that forged them, Ellacott and Son, with the remainder being blank This
gives a possible date for these posts of around 1905 when Ellacott's was taken over
by Willoughby's.

Of the 17 Posts shown on maps, only 8 remain. Recent research has failed to find
the purpose of the metal posts though one theory is that they may define land
ownership boundaries.

With the field work competed, a visit to the Plymouth & West Devon Record Office
(PWDRO) was booked in an effort to find documentary evidence to corroborate the
findings. Of the many interesting documents viewed, only one offered any real help.
A map, listed as Rain Gathering, showed Rain Gauges around the Burrator area.
Dated 1861, the map had been reused to mark the 'proposed' locations of boundary
stones around the reservoir catchment area. The notes, marking each of the
proposed locations, indicated the locations of 27 markers in addition to those
already recorded. The new evidence resulted in additional field trips. None of the
proposed markers were found.

This leaves one further question to be asked, "Are there any more"?

If you know of any boundary stones or posts that might have been missed, or have
any documentary evidence relating to PCWW that you think would be of interest to
us, we would appreciate your help.

Please contact Mark Fenlon and Ernie Stanton at Kram86@outlook.com Thank
you.



mailto:Kram86@outlook.com

