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Editorial ï Karen Batson 

Somebody mentioned the other day ñOnly eight weeks till Christmasò! Yesterday 
was November the first and although the shops in Plymouth were already full of 
Christmas decorations and merchandise, there were people in the city sporting bare 
arms in the extremely mild weather weôve been having! Hereôs hoping that youôve 
been able to make the most of the dry, mild autumn and enjoy its wonderful colours. 
By the time you read this, the festive season will be well and truly looming and who 
knows what weather weôll be in the throes of? Whatever happens, may I take this 
opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New 
Year. 
The spring issue of the Burrator Beacon will be published at the end of February. 
Deadline for copy will be Tuesday 7th February, at the latest. That issue will cover 
the months up until the end of May 2017. Donôt forget, this is your magazine for your 
parish, so we would like to hear from you! Do consider writing a piece about any of 
the events you have participated in, or visited, in our area. We need to spread the 
word about all the great things that happen around here. Please send all 
submissions as Word attachments, as this makes the cut and pasting process much 
simpler! 
 

                                 
 
 

Parish Clerkôs Report ï Lucie Luke 

 
GRANTS 

The Parish Council invite local organisations and groups to apply for grant 
assistance to aid with projects that will benefit the local community.  Please email 
or write to the Clerk by the 15 December. 

PLANNING 
The Planning Committee have recently been consulted on the following applications 
with the Parish Councilôs comments in bold: 
 
0429/16 Proposed agricultural building and machinery store (62.7sqm), Welltown 
Farm, Walkhampton SUPPORTED 
0442/16 Proposed repairs to roofs of two outbuildings, Meavy Barton, Meavy. 
SUPPORTED 
0474/16 Proposed conversion of barn to holiday let, Lower Goodameavy, 
Goodameavy. SUPPORTED 
0516/16 Proposed alterations and extension to barn, Knowle Farm, Walkhampton, 
Yelverton. OBJECTED 
0533/16 Proposed replacement of existing house and outbuildings with two 
detached 2 storey houses and two detached garages at Wortleigh, Meavy Lane, 
Yelverton. SUPPORTED 
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OTHER MATTERS 

The Parish Council have, again, objected strongly to a proposed temporary road 
closure application for a running race around Burrator Reservoir in May 2017.   
 
Volunteers are still required to deliver the Meavy area of their Burrator Beacons.  
Please do come forward even if you can only deliver a few.  The current Councillors 
will be covering the area but this is in addition to their existing routes. 
 

At the September meeting, the Parish Council met with the Project Officer for the 
proposed cycle route from rear of Yelverton-Midella Road-Rear of Binkham Hill-
Lake Lane.  In summary Cllrs raised concerns over the promotion of cycling around 
the Reservoir as an already congested route, the route past Yelverton Surgery and 
use of Lake Lane with few passing places for vehicles.  It was understood that the 
proposals are yet to go through a Safety Audit and that if the route deemed unsafe 
then changes would be made. 
At the recent meeting on 3rd Nov, the Parish Council were visited by EJFP Planning 
Ltd and their client the Walkhampton Trust for proposed development in Meavy 
Parish.  They explained that surveys would shortly be taking place on archaeology, 
ecology, drainage etc to assist them determine how many units of housing may be 
suitable.  The meeting was attended by many members of the public where the 
majority made their objections clear for the proposed site in the centre of Meavy 
being developed at all.  The Agent has promised to keep the Parish Council and 
parishioners informed with at least one public meeting being held when there is 
more information to offer. 
The Parish Council have agreed to work with Devon Communities Together to 
pursue the creation of a new Parish Plan.  As this is a recent decision, an informative 
article prepared by the DCT will be placed in the next Edition of the Burrator Beacon 
explaining how the parishioners can get involved, with a view to workshops being 
held in the Spring. 

 

Village Halls 

Please support our local village halls for your meetings, parties and activities. All 
the halls have disabled access and they vary in size and facilities so one of them 
will suit your requirements. All the Halls are run by willing volunteers who strive to 
keep them in good repair providing vital facilities for our communities.  

Meavy Parish Hall   Robert McIntosh    855523 

Sheepstor Village Hall           Trevor Rookes    853862 

Walkhampton Memorial Hall          Sheila Glanville    859215 

They will be able to advise you on availability, hire charges and terms & conditions 
of hire. 
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Whatôs on in Walkhamptoné 
 
Walkhampton  Memorial Hall Coffee Shop and Market. 
As many of you will know the Coffee Shop and Market has  now been running for 
over  seven years. 
During that time your continued support  has made the venture a great success. In 
order to help take this institution forward the Committee is looking for someone to 
take on some of the coordinatorôs duties. This would involve being at market at 8.30 
to assist in setting up and organising the layout in conjunction with the overseer and 
coffee shop team and again at 12.00 to assist in packing up. 
The proposal is for these duties to be bi-monthly, shared with Peter Shapcott who 
would still have overall responsibility. This is a proposed system and would be 
tailored to suit the people concerned.  A knowledge of Facebook and social media 
would help in order to help promote the event. The money raised is vital in helping 
run and maintain the Hall. 
The Committee regard the Coffee Shop and Market as a vital social and community 
link and are proud of its achievements. We are grateful for all the help and work put 
into this venture by everybody concerned. Some of our stall holders have been with 
us from the very start and are now very much part of our community. 
If you would like a table as part of your business or just to sell table top items please 
ring me. We charge £1.50 per table. 
To discuss helping with coordinating the Market or for anything connected with the 
Hall please contact me. 
Peter Shapcott 01822 855140 
Email modelmakerman@hotmail.com 

Hire Costs for Walkhampton Village Hall 
 

 
Bookings : A completed and signed Hire Agreement Form is required for all 

bookings. There are discounts available for regular user groups.  

Electricity is included; also china, cutlery, glasses & use of kitchen facilities. 

The cost of hire is payable in advance or with a deposit if applicable. (hire 

charge is refundable on cancellation) 

Hirers are responsible for managing their activities in the Hall and on the 

Field in a safe and responsible manner. They are also responsible for any 

insurance and regulatory requirement that may affect their activities. There 

is a complete list of conditions on each booking form. 

Booking Secretary: Mrs Sheila Glanville 01822 859215 
Other enquiries: Mr Peter Shapcott 01822 855140 

 
Walkhampton Memorial Hall is a registered charity no: 301006 

mailto:modelmakerman@hotmail.com
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www.growalkhampton.weebly.com   

 

                Christmas Pub Quiz                            
Thursday 8th December, 7.30pm  
at Walkhampton Memorial Hall. 
Quizmaster: Shaun McDermott 

Bar & refreshments available ï RAFFLE - Ample parking 
To book a team - £2 per person ï call Linda on 01822 852142 

Email: eggworthyfarm@aol.com 

Burrator Twinning Association 

 
Quiz & Cheese Supper 

Friday January 20th 7.30pm 
Walkhampton Memorial Hall 

Teams of 6, £4 per person, to include supper (byo drinks & nibbles ï tea & 
coffee available) 

To book your team, contact Steve Gray 854888 
 

Walkhampton Village Hall AGM 
Monday 13th February 2017 - 7.30pm 

All welcome ï Refreshments 
Peter Shapcott 01822 855140 

Grow/Knit/Stitch/Cook 
Get ready for Walkhampton's 

Flower & Produce Show 
Saturday 26th August 2017 

See our website for news on new classes and attractions 
Walkhamptonshow.weebly.com 

hosted by 
Walkhampton Cottage Garden Society 

 

mailto:eggworthyfarm@aol.com
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and Meavyé 

 

 
 

Christmas Pudding   

Saturday 17th December,  6:30pm  

St Peterôs Church, Meavy  

 Members of Meavy Amateur 
Dramatics (MAD) will be performing an hour-long reading, in period costume, of 
Christmas Pudding, an adaptation of Charles Dickensô A Christmas Carol, written 
by Michael Parle.  
The performance will take place in the wonderfully atmospheric setting of St 
Peterôs Church Meavy at 6:30pm on Saturday 19th December.  Doors will open 
at 6:00pm, when light refreshments including mulled wine and mince pies will be 
available through a donation.  

Tickets will be £5 for adults and £2 for children.  Tickets will be available from 
mid-November.  

 

 
 

  Friends of St Peter's Church, Meavy  

Christmas Cards  

A6 size:  £3 for pack of 5 

A5 size:  £6 for pack of 5 

Showing a picture of Meavy Church and the old oak tree on a snowy winter 
day. (as on front cover of this publication) 

Contact Sarah Gordon, tel. 854298 

 
 

http://mad.meavy.org.uk/
http://mad.meavy.org.uk/
http://mad.meavy.org.uk/
http://mad.meavy.org.uk/
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Meavy Amateur Dramatics announces the MAD 2017 Pantomime: "Beauty 

and the Burrator Beast"! 
 
The year is 1790, the residents of Burrator Parish have spoken and Burr-exit has 
become a stark reality. Amid the ensuing turmoil, Dick Turnip decides to leave his 
bank job in Tavistock and build a hydroponic turnip farm in the heart of Meavy. 
Venturing across the moor to buy some magic turnip seeds, Dick finds himself 
before an imposing castle where he takes refuge as the guest of an unknown 
benefactor. Setting off in the morning, he notices that the castle is set within a 
magnificent rose garden and, reminded on his beautiful, gentle step-daughter Belle, 
he plucks a single bloom. But Dick's act provokes a violent response from the castle 
owner, and a terrible dilemma confronts our intrepid hero... 
And so the scene is set for MAD's latest countryside comedy caper. With another 
hilarious original script, glittering characters, glorious costumes, sumptuous 
scenery, riotous singing and fabulous dancing, this magical pantomime is sure to 
brighten up even the darkest of winter days! 
Performances (doors open at 7pm) on: Thursday 2nd, Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th 
(matinee only), Thursday 9th, Friday 10th, Saturday 11th February 2017. 

 

 

 

      

 

 

                                              

and Sheepstoré 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Meavy Garden Society                          
Monday 20th February 2017 

Meavy Parish Hall 
7.30pm (refreshments from 7pm) 

AGM, followed by talk by Sue Allen 
ñThe Garden House Storyò 

New members always welcome, also visitors 
Visit www.meavy.org.uk/MGS 

Just come along or call 01822 852672 or 852984 
We meet on the 3rd Monday evening of most months 

 

http://www.meavy.org.uk/MGS
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and Sheepstoré 

 
Sheepstor Villages in Action Autumn 2016 
Patrick Drennan ï VIA Promoter 
 
As I write, almost 70 tickets have been sold for the Ninebarrow concert on Tuesday 
November 8th, including four under 10 year olds and four Uni students, so I wonôt 
have to ask my financial backstops to bail me out! My thanks to Suzanne Seabrook 
for organising the pre Christmas themed raffle, to the generous villagers who have 
donated prizes, the committee members of FOSCLS and Sheepstor Village Hall for 
their financial backing and invaluable help on the night, and Annie for looking after 
the performersô needs for B&B. I am sure it will have been a great success by the 
time you read this. I get very positive feedback from those who have been to our 
concerts, not only for the quality of the acts, but the ambience of the venue, the 
warmth of the support staff, the excellence of the refreshments, and the good 
feelings about the profits going to local charities rather than commercial concerns. 
Villages in Action have been buoyed up by the support of village halls around Devon 
despite the ongoing cuts in arts council grants, so have gone ahead with organising 
a spring programme. Our next concert will be on Thursday February 9th 2017, when 
Iain Thomson & Marc Duff will entertain us in St Leonards Church Sheepstor. Doors 
open at 7pm and refreshments available from that time, with performance start at 
7.30 pm. Tickets are Ã7.50 for adults, Ã5 for under 18ôs, available from me on 01822 
853186 or e-mail at drdartmoor@doctors.org.uk. 
ñIainôs compositions are written sensitively and his songs and tunes about the 
changing face of rural Argyll move the hearts and souls of this audienceò  
www.villagesinaction.co.uk . 
óA contemporary folk singer and songwriter, whose work I happen to think has a 
very special edge to itô Mike Harding BBC Radio 2 
 óHe proves himself to be a very talented writer and a strong performerô Paul Kerr ï 
Blabber and Smoke.  
 Marc is best known as one of the founder members of the Celtic supergroup 
Capercaillie. Since leaving the group in 1995 to pursue his own career, he has 
worked with many prominent artists, playing low D whistle, Bodhran, bouzouki and 
wind synthesizer and now with the uilleann pipes bringing a whole new dimension. 
Along with Iainôs guitar, piano and vocals, the duo produce a unique and touching 
sound. Contemporary but with that traditional twist.  www.villagesin action.co.uk 
www.iainthomsonband.co.uk. 
Listen to Iain Thompson tracks at: http://www.iainthomsonband.co.uk/mp3.html 
Look forward to seeing you all in February and I hope you have a very Happy 
Christmas and a great New Year. 
 

 
 

mailto:drdartmoor@doctors.org.uk
http://www.villagesinaction.co.uk/
http://www.iainthomsonband.co.uk/
http://www.iainthomsonband.co.uk/mp3.html
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Advent & Christmas Services in the West Dartmoor Mission Community 
 
Christingles ï All welcome! 
Meavy School in St Peterôs Meavy - 2 Dec -2pm;  
Walkhampton School in St Maryôs Walkhampton - 1 Dec ï 2pm;  
Horrabridge School in St Johnôs Horrabridge - 6 Dec ï 6pm 
 
Advent/Christmas Services 
Prison & Community Carol Service 13th Dec 6pm St Michael & All Angels 
Princetown  
 
18 December 6pm ï Carols by Candlelight ï St Paulôs Yelverton 
22 December 4pm ï St Leonardôs, Sheepstor Carol Service  
23 December 6pm ï Community Carol Service in St Maryôs Walkhampton 
 
Christmas Eve 
Crib Services ï 24th December 
 
St Paulôs, Yelverton 4pm  
St Johnôs, Horrabridge 5pm  
 
Midnight Services (all starting at 11pm) 
 
St Peterôs, Meavy 
St Johnôs, Horrabridge 
St Maryôs, Walkhampton 
St Paulôs, Yelverton 
Princetown United Church 
 
Christmas Day 
 
St Peterôs Meavy ï 10.30 
St Leonardôs Sheepstor ï 11.00 
St Maryôs Walkhampton ï 9.30 
St Paulôs Yelverton 8.00 & 9.30 
Princetown Church ï 11.00 
St Johnôs Horrabridge ï 10.30 
St Maryôs Sampford Spiney ï 9.30 
 
Post-Christmas Services 
 
27 December ï 5pm - St Peterôs Meavy ï Carols for Christmas 
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Yelverton & District Local History Society 

Nigel Rendle (Chairman) 
 

ñReputation and Slander in Devon: How to Swear like an Elizabethanò 
 
Sub-titled ñStrumpets and Ninnycocksò1 Dr. Todd Grayôs talk was at times both 
shocking and hilarious as he captured the 16th century age of invention for the art 
of rich language and insults, which often got their transgressors into court. Toddôs 
extensive research provided evidence of many defamation cases brought before 
Exeterôs Diocesan Court and other Civil courts. 
Insults in this period differed greatly from today and words were used to mock, 
ridicule, scorn or embarrass and referred to poor behaviour, low intelligence, 
unusual physical attributes and sexual practices ï their existence tells us a lot about 
society at that time. Much use was also made of gestures such as showing of 
backsides, cocking of legs and sticking out tongues.  
Reputation was very important and damage through rumours could result in losing 
your job or a wife being thrown out of her home; hence the reason for the many 
defamation cases.  A bakerôs customers in Bow refused to buy her bread when she 
was rumoured to have syphilis and trustees of Axminsterôs almshouse had the right 
to evict residents defamed with drunkenness, adultery, fornication, theft or brawling. 
Exeterôs puritans would often prowl the streets at night listening at doors for signs 
of these misbehaviours and rumour was everything. 
Insults came in many forms with men and women also having their own specifics. 
Witness statements from the court records also suggest that these differed 
according to local pronunciations. Being called a drunkard was a common one with 
terms such as sots, tosspots, drunken sows and scurvies. Poverty attracted the 
words beggars, knaves and rogues. Women were called jades, pocky whores, 
rotten and ill favoured witches. A considerable number of words applied only to 
men; a mazed rogue, a pattick (mean and spiteful), pickthank slave (tale teller) and 
beefeater (well fed menial), cuckoldy roastmeat (ridiculing), varlet (dishonest).  

MOUNT KELLY CHORAL SOCIETY 
Musical Director ς Julian Jensen 

Gloria   

By Vivaldi 
with Christmas music and carols. 

                         Soloists                                                                                                                      
Rosemary Turnerς Soprano 

Helen Haviland ς Mezzo Soprano 

          Saturday 10th December 2016 at 7.30pm 
{ǘ 9ǳǎǘŀŎƘƛǳǎΩ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ¢ŀǾƛǎǘƻŎƪΦ 

      Entry by programme £10/free to under 18s 
Available from Book Stop 

and Ward Chowen Estate Agents 
or on the door. 

 www.kellychoralsociety.com 
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Accusations of low intelligence carried terms such as fool, ass, ninnyhammer and 
mooncalf. Blinkard, crookback and cripple were used to ridicule physical 
deformities.  
Women were most often slandered as strumpets, whores, giglets (cheeky), copper 
nosed (syphilis related), hollow mouthed (lacking teeth) and scolds (disturbers of 
the peace ï the public ducking stool being a common punishment for this crime).  
Sexual misconduct and allegations of incest, adultery, illegitimacy and diseases 
featured highly in the insults and court cases. Favourite insults for men were 
ninnycocks (under endowed), cucumbers (sexually redundant), cuckolds and 
wittols (complicit in wifeôs adultery). Bawds and panders were what we call pimps 
today. Scab, maggot arse and poxy whoremonger were aimed at women. Many 
unprintable insults referred to certain body parts. 
In the period between 1540-1640 theft, dishonesty, drunkenness, illicit sexual 
behaviour and witchcraft were serious crimes. Anyone being wrongly accused of 
such would take to the courts to clear their names and protect their standings in the 
community. A poor reputation could ruin lives and have serious implications for 
marriage, housing and employment. Another unusual topic from our speaker in the 
series ñhistory that hurtsò which provides a fresh and unique way of understanding 
Devon at the time of Raleigh and Drake. 
 1 From Todd Grayôs book of the same name, a strongly recommended read. 
 
 ñChurch Houses in Devon: Community, Continuity & Change over 500 yearsò 

Sue Andrew kicked off our autumn series with a fascinating talk on the origin of 
these houses and how they have changed over time. 
Devon is a particular stronghold many of them dating from the 15th and 16th 
centuries in a time of piety and purgatory when the church was very popular. 
Although often built as an extension of the church, they were used for secular 
activities including brewing of ales and baking.  
Usually 2-storey and constructed of local stone and cob they had an external 
staircase with the aim of separating the activities within. Downstairs was functional 
with a kitchen and brewhouse, sub- divided by oak screens whilst upstairs were 
used as feasting halls. Celebrations were held at various times in the year and 
Church Ales were sold raising funds for the church or the parish. However during 
the late 17th century Puritanism took over and drinking was banned and the role of 
the church house began to change ï many were closed and demolished. Many 
good examples prevail in Devon however and Sue illustrated how these have 
changed and survived. 
Some of these are open to the public such as the recently restored Poundstock 
Gildhouse (Tudor cob built Grade 1 listed).  This became a schoolhouse then a poor 
house and finally parish meeting rooms for exhibitions etc. South Tawton is another 
fine example also recently restored and Grade 2 listed. Built of local stone and 
thatch ï smoke blackened ï it faces south with no windows on the north and west. 
It also typically has the one big chimney with a huge internal fireplace and cloam 
oven and the external granite staircase. Closed for ales in 1603 it went on to 
become school rooms, poor house and parish hall. It was reopened in 2003 with a 
new specially brewed ale. 
Throwleigh is unusual in having a small internal spiral staircase. Drewsteighnton 
was restored in the 1980ôs and has a layer of cob on the roof which helped the 
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thatcher tie in his materials. Two old church houses have taken on a bit of artistic 
licence ï the Rattery Inn claims to be of the 11th century but there is no evidence to 
support this date and the one at Torbryan sports an Arthurian pub sign! 
There are other fine examples at Sampford Courtenay (1549) and Widecombe 
(1540) with its ground floor arcade supported by seven granite pillars ï once an 
almshouse and school, now owned by the National Trust. The Royal Oak at Meavy 
- originally the Church House Inn ï is still owned by the local parish. 
Sue finally came around to her own home ï the Walkhampton Church House. 
Situated unusually along with the adjacent church on a hill some way out of the 
village it was an inn until 1895. Earliest records date back to 1506 when a local 
John Atwylle was accused of heresy but survived. There was also a case of an 
Antony Giles restrained in the Church house for sheep stealing. It was also used 
for distribution of penny loaves and as a manor court and a school. 
After being separated into two dwellings it was put back as one by Sue and her 
husband and lovingly restored. Sue related the amusing tale of flipping coins 
through her gargoyle in the wall! 
An excellent well illustrated talk detailing the importance of these houses over the 
centuries, also dispelling the myth that they were built solely to house the church 
builders. 

ñA guided walk on Ridding and Crownhill Downsò 

On a warm but breezy evening about 35 of our members met at Tolchmoor Gate, 
near Lee Moor, for a walk led by Dr Tom Greeves.   
Crownhill Down has undergone a traumatic change in modern times due to the 
China clay works and the new works at Hemerdon.  It is an ancient landscape with 
many prehistoric, medieval and industrial artefacts.  The walk began on Ridding 
Down which was moorland but has been subject to óimprovementô over the last few 
years by the farmer - despite being legally protected no-one noticed the change. As 
we walked over the Down we turned to look back at the site of a cairn which used 
to be on the open moorland and was one of the finest prehistoric cairns on 
Dartmoor.    
We walked on to the top of Crownhill Down with the view of Hemerdon Ball (a 
rounded hill) where tungsten and tin are being excavated and the white hills of the 
Headon china clay works. We also visited Broomage farm made up of a house and 
2 barns but now a ruin, documented in 1249 and abandoned in the 19th or early 20th 
century.  A public right of way runs through to Broomage Wood where there are 
prehistoric huts and circles. Next stop was the site of a medieval longhouse 
(discovered by Sylvia Sayer) above Knowle Wood which was occupied in the 13th 
century, maybe earlier.  It was thatched and single storey, about 40 feet long and 
on a slope with the shippon below. 
We walked on to get a view of the Torycombe valley where there have been clay 
workings since 1835.  The Herreschoff kilns are managed by the French-owned 
Imerys, and the remainder of the site by the Belgian firm Sibelco. At this point we 
crossed over a prehistoric boundary and passed a marker stone engraved LM 1887 
with southward views across to Plymouth Sound and the stunning landscape of 
Dartmoor behind. 
Further on we got our first view of the huge Drakelands mine which is on the 
continuation of Crownhill Down and also of the solar panels on the former Mica 
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dams. We stopped at a ómystery featureô which is believed to be a bomb crater from 
the Second World War: there is no spoil surrounding it so it is not a mine shaft! 
Further on we came to a linear barrow cemetery - a series of ridges which are 
prehistoric burial places, around 10 or 12 have been identified here and are legally 
protected. There are lots of different designs including a flat topped circular one 
though access is restricted because of a fence through the middle of the cemetery. 
We passed the largest barrow on the walk which was four and half thousand years 
old and along the ridge we passed a hut circle in the midst of the gorse. 
This 2 mile long stretch of moorland has never been included in the National Park 
but it deserves to be and will hopefully be restored when the mining is over. Thanks 
to Tom for an enjoyable and informative stroll. 

         

Our new 2017 programme is under preparation and will be on our website soon. 
Also summaries of past events are available at www.yelvertonhistory.org.uk  

 

Fancy doing something a bit different in 2017? 
Come and join one of our weekly practical volunteering days here at 
Burrator.  We carry out a whole range of tasks, and no experience is necessary. 
Weekday volunteering days begin at 10am, and Weekends start at 10.30am. 
Please wear outdoor clothes and ready for all seasons and bring lunch, we will 
provide gloves, tools, instruction and lots of tea & biscuits! 
 

December: Monday 5, Sunday 11 and Friday 16 
January: Monday 9, Tuesday 17 and Friday 27, Tuesday 31 
February: Monday 6, Sunday 12, Tuesday 14 and Friday 24 

 
If you donôt feel quite so energetic we also have other volunteering opportunities 
such as visitor centre guides, education assistants, event management and 
researchers, to name but a few. If you need any more information please ring 
01822 855700, e-mail heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk 

http://www.yelvertonhistory.org.uk/
mailto:heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk
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News From South West Lakes Trust 

Regional Charity Celebrates Champion Volunteers  

Over 60 people, including Trustees, employees, volunteers and Friends of the 
Trust, attended South West Lakes Trustôs sixteenth annual Volunteersô Celebration 
which took place on Saturday (22 October) at Burrator Reservoir. Each year the 
regionôs largest combined environmental and recreational charity celebrates the 
invaluable help of volunteers. Last year over 3,500 volunteer days helped South 
West Lakes Trust to deliver its charitable objectives ï thatôs equivalent to a quarter 
of the charities entire workforce!  
The celebration began with four presentations which focused on the many projects 
which could not have been achieved without the help of the South West Lakes Trust 
and Wheal Martyn volunteers. These included; conservation tasks, assisting at 
events and educational visits, exhibition research, site maintenance and much 
more.  
David Robertson, Chairman of South West Lakes Trust, congratulated and thanked 
the volunteers, ñEveryone here has made a significant contribution to our work ï 
whether thatôs at Wheal Martyn, helping out with environmental improvements, 
raising site standards, or supporting our Angling and Outdoor + Active teams to 
deliver all the great things they do. As Chairman of South West Lakes Trust I share 
the current Trusteesô enthusiasm and gratitude for your achievements.  We achieve 
so much more by working with you, our volunteers.ò   
After the presentations everyone was invited to take part in either a guided walk 
and talk, a fly fishing demonstration or a woodland crafts workshop.  
 

Exciting Events coming up at Burrator 

 

Sunday 18 Dec ï 10.30am-12.30pm -Family Wildlife Watch Session ï 
Christmas Woodland Crafts. £1 per person 
Sunday 18 Dec ï Wreath making workshop, drop in between 10am-4pm. 
£5 per wreath. 
Tuesday 20 Dec ï Family Christmas Holiday Activities. Drop in between 
10am-4pm. £1 per person. 
Sun 29 January ï 10.30am-12.30pm - Family Wildlife Watch Session ï 
All about Birds 
Thursday 26 January ï 7pm arrival, 7.30pm-8.30pm ï Evening Talk on 
óSett Makers Bankersô by Simon Dell. £3 per person. Please book your 
place in advance. 
Sun 26 February ï 10.30am-12.30pm ï Family Wildlife Watch Session  
 
All events will meet at Burrator Discovery Centre.  Please wear outdoor 
clothing. If you need any more information please ring 01822 855700, e-mail 
heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk  
or pop into the Burrator Discovery Centre  
 

mailto:heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk
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James Platts, Policy and Development Director for South West Lakes Trust, then 
spoke about the charityôs 2015/16 Highlights Report drawing everyoneôs attention 
to the five campaigns that will ñunderpin the work of our people and our charity in 
the futureò: 

¶ Play and Explore ï Reconnecting children and their families with the outdoors 
though play 

¶ Active Outdoors ï Promoting and delivering health and wellbeing in the 
outdoors 

¶ Building Outdoor Skills ï Training and personal development for those 
furthest from work 

¶ Love Your Lakes ï Caring for and improving our natural environment  

¶ Discovering Local Culture ï Celebrating and engaging people with our built 
and social heritage  

 
More information about these campaigns can be found on the ñAbout usò page of 
the South West Lakes Trust website (www.swlakestrust.org.uk) or by calling 01566 
771930 to request a hard copy of the Highlights Report. 
The afternoon was then rounded off with a raffle which had some fantastic prizes 
donated by a variety of local business including; Jo Downs Homemade Glass, St 
Austell Brewery, Metters & Wellby, Jackson Stops and Staff (Land and New Homes 
Department, Exeter), Dark Sky Telescope Hire, West Withy Farm and Hindon 
Organic Farm. 
After the raffle attendees enjoyed a delicious buffet provided by Lakeside, Roadford 
Lake.   
Andy Parsons, Chief Executive of both charities said, ñTo volunteer is a great 
opportunity to gain experience and access training. Volunteering can also bring a 
sense of belonging and open up a whole new world. At the same time people can 
benefit heritage, the environment, sport or recreation and become involved with 
other local people.ò 
He continued: ñAt Wheal Martyn volunteers provide an equally enormous amount 
of help and support to the Museum with tasks ranging from meeting and greeting 
visitors and collections care to office assistance and grounds maintenance. Last 
year 58 regular Wheal Martyn volunteers enhanced the work of the museum and 
archive, contributing 1,484 days freely, thatôs equivalent to two thirds of their entire 
workforce! Wheal Martyn relies on the support of volunteers to achieve so much 
more towards its aims of preserving the rich heritage of Cornwallôs important China 
Clay industry.ò 
 
For more information about volunteering opportunities for South West Lakes Trust 
please call 01566 771930 or email info@swlakestrust.org.uk. For more information 
about volunteering opportunities at Wheal Martyn please call 01726 850362 or 
email   info@wheal-martyn.com.  

 
 

http://www.swlakestrust.org.uk/
mailto:info@swlakestrust.org.uk
mailto:info@wheal-martyn.com
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Volunteer Celebration                            Emily Cannon presenting the                                 

                                             Burrator Historic & Natural                                       
                                                                 Environment Project 
 
 

       
Guided walk with Countryside                       The first lighting of our cob oven 
Manager Neil Reeves 

 

 
                                                  Mini pizza tasting!       
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 Fishing demoé. 
 
 

                     
Woodcraft Workshopé.. 
 
Childrenôs Puzzles for Christmasé.. 

 
Answers on page 26 
  
leslbééééééééééé.                     sdlneacééééééééééé. 

snergtgeiééééééééé                     lahyidoééééééééééé.. 

sksgocintéééééééé...                     aydcn nceaééééééééé.. 

ttisomeelééééééééé                     tawerhéééééééééééé 

nreaocotidsééééééé...                     seelvéééééééééééé.. 

ntaaséééééééééé...                     tsgfiééééééééééééé 

trfsoééééééééééé.                     mshtiscar reteéééééééé  

 
 


