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A planning application by South West Water to convert the old generator building at 
Burrator Dam into a takeaway food and drinks kiosk was rejected by Dartmoor National 
Park planners this month. Burrator Parish Council have also opposed the plan on the 
grounds that it was commercialisation of a sensitive area.  
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Editorial ï Karen Batson  

Well, as I write this at the beginning of November, the nights are certainly drawing 
in now and by the time you read this, we will well and truly be immersed in the 
festive period!  
It has come to the notice of one of our residents that large amounts of moss have 
been stripped from two of our hedgerows on either side of a local path, rendering 
the banks completely bare and in danger of falling, should we get a lot of rain. Not 
only does this raise a safety issue, but stripping the Devon banks in this manner will 
surely disturb an important habitat that needs to be conserved. 
On a more positive note, may I take this opportunity to wish everyone in the parish 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
The spring issue of the Burrator Beacon will be published at the end of February. 
Deadline for copy will be Tuesday February 2nd, at the latest. That issue will 
cover the months up until the end of May 2016. Donôt forget, this is your magazine 
for your parish, so we would like to hear from you! Do consider writing a piece 
about any of the events you have participated in, or visited, in our area. We need 
to spread the word about all the great things that happen around here. Please 
send all submissions as Word attachments, as this makes the cut and pasting 
process much simpler! 
 

Parish Clerkôs Report ï Lucie Luke 

Burrator Parish Council has 11 members; please see the back page for Councillor 
details. 

THERE ARE FIVE VACANCIES ON YOUR PARISH COUNCIL 
 
There are THREE vacancies for Walkhampton Village, ONE vacancy for 
Walkhampon-Dousland & TWO vacancies for Meavy Dousland.  Please consider 
whether you can fill a vacancy ï the minimum requirement is to attend 6-10 meeting 
per year.  Applications for co-option can be made by simply emailing 
theclerk@burrator.gov.uk with your details: name, address, how long you have lived 
in the Parish and a very brief background. 
The Planning Committee have recently been consulted on the following applications 
with the Parish Councilôs comments in bold: 
 
0348/15 Proposed extension of the working plan area of the existing active quarry 
at Yennadon Quarry, Iron Mine Lane, Dousland. OBJECTED 
0364/15 Proposed hardstanding converted to a car port, 1 Heather Cottages, 
Meavy. SUPPORTED 
0355/15 Proposed variation of condition 2 of Decision notice 0822/05 to allow long 
term rental of annexe. SUPPORTED 
0366/15 proposed erection of single storey side extension at Woodpeckers, Iron 
Mine Lane, Dousland. SUPPORTED 
0494/15 Proposed erection of garage, Midtors, Walkhampton OBJECTED 
0499/15 Proposed provision of an agricultural/equestrian building, SX 5279 6465 
Land at Clearbrook, Yelverton SUPPORTED 
0458/15 Proposed conversion of stores building into electrical room and kiosk at 
Burrator Dam, Sheepstor. OBJECTED 
 

mailto:theclerk@burrator.gov.uk
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0462/15 Proposed external alterations to disused public convenience at Burrator 
Dam, Sheepstor. OBJECTED 
 
The Parish Council will be considering Grant Applications received by local groups 
and bodies.  Please send a written application to the Clerk by the 1st January 2016. 
 

Welcome News on Broadband for Burrator 
Keith Scrivener 
 
SUPERFAST broadband may be coming to our Burrator villages sooner than was 
thought. The Burrator area is one of the many óblank spots' on Dartmoor where 
there are no plans by BT or the other main providers to install fibre optic cables to 
communities. 
But now a private company, Airband, has been awarded the contract to provide the 
infrastructure for superfast broadband in the National Park and it has already started 
the job. At a special Dartmoor National Park briefing for parish councillors, the news 
was broken that customers will be able to expect new services from the end of 2016. 
The Airband system works using wireless technology similar to Wi Fi. A relay of 
small radio transmitters, no bigger than a football, pass a signal to a small aerial 
attached to your house or business premises. The end-user experience is said to 
be very similar to having a fibre optic cable coming in underground - but is a lot 
easier, cheaper and quicker to install. 
Airband are promising to deliver 24 Mbs to most rural premises on Dartmoor with 
the remainder receiving at least 12 Mbs wherever you live. What is essential is that 
you will need to have a direct line of sight from your house to the nearest radio 
transmitter and you will need to enter a new contract with your chosen internet 
provider to receive the new high speed service. You have to ask for it! 
Airband are already out and about in our villages undertaking surveying and 
mapping projects to decide where best to situate the transmitters. Likely spots are 
tall buildings such as churches or farmyard barns. In some cases transmitters will 
sit on top of small poles similar to telegraph poles. Planning permission will be 
needed for the transmitters - but not for the receivers on your homes. 
Airband have successfully completed similar projects in other difficult geographical 
regions, including parts of Wales, Warwickshire, Worcestershire, Herefordshire and 
Shropshire. 
To learn more about the Dartmoor project you can visit their website at 
www.airband.co. You can also register your interest as a potential customer by 
using their website. Airband have promised to hold a public meeting in our parish 
soon to explain more details. 
Further information is also available about the wider Connecting Dartmoor and 
Exmoor programme at http://www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk 
Footnote: Burrator Parish Council does not imply recommendation in this article 
for Airband or any other broadband-telecommunications provider. 
 

                 

 

http://www.airband.co/
http://www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk/
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Village Halls 

Please support our local village halls for your meetings, parties and activities. All 
the halls have disabled access and they vary in size and facilities so one of them 
will suit your requirements. All the Halls are run by willing volunteers who strive to 
keep them in good repair providing vital facilities for our communities.  

Meavy Parish Hall   Robert McIntosh    855523 

Sheepstor Village Hall           Trevor Rookes    853862 

Walkhampton Memorial Hall           Michael DôOyly    852268 

They will be able to advise you on availability, hire charges and terms & conditions 
of hire. 

 
Whatôs on in Walkhamptoné.. 

Childrenôs Hospice South West  
The Yelverton Friends Group are hosting an Auction of pledges at Walkhampton 
Village Hall on Saturday 20th February 2016. Neil Woolcock from Ward and Chowen 
is donating his time to provide a professionally run auction and we would like your 
support. Doors are open at 6.45pm and the auction starts at 7.30pm. Food and 
drink will be available. Plenty of free parking. More information will be available 
nearer the time. Ring Linda on 01822 852142 or Sheila on 01822 859215 who can 
also take your pledges if you would like to DONATE AN ITEM FOR THE AUCTION. 
All proceeds are for CHSW who are celebrating their 25th anniversary in 2016.  

 
 

Walkhampton Cottage Garden Society 
A.G.M. 

Tuesday 9th February 2016 
7.30pm Walkhampton Memorial Hall 

 
All welcome 

 

www.walkhamptonshow.weebly.com 

Walkhampton Christmas Lights Switch on 
Now an annual event in Walkhampton 

Sat 5th December, 5.30pm onwards 
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and Sheepstoré 

 
Sheepstor Village Hall Bulletin Autumn 2015 

Patrick Drennan ï Sheepstor Village Hall Committee Press Officer 

Despite Sheepstor Village Hall Committee deciding to put on a free food BBQ on 
September 5th for villagers and house guests, generous fellow residents brought 
with them many desserts with forbidden fruits and calories to go with the burgers 
and sausages. Many thanks to Mike Stebbings and Dave Woodhouse for  use of 
their BBQs, Mark Stebbings for helping to get the Bull Ring prepared and to Pat 
Legassick for corralling the ducks successfully along Sheepstor Brook. The winning 
duck owner was so overcome with emotion that he promptly donated the prize 
money back to the Hall ï is there no end to the generosity of some Sheepstor folk?! 
Feedback was very positive from the 30+ who attended. 
Plans are afoot for a Quiz night on Friday January 29th, with a 50:50 split of 
questions on local and general knowledge. Refreshments will be available and 
hopefully attendees will be as generous with their donations as always.  Please 
donôt try to gain an unfair advantage by stalking me photographing Burrator sites of 
interest! 

Sheepstor Open Gardens 2016 will take place over the weekend of June 4th & 5th 
next year, with 11 venues, and refreshments served at Sheepstor Village Hall 
throughout the day, supplemented by two other sites at opposite ends of the old 
Sheepstor parish boundary. There will be displays of general and local interest in 
the church, as well as plant and garden memorabilia sales at various venues 
throughout the village.  

Sheepstor Village Hall Committee and fellow residents will be serving teas in Meavy 
Parish Hall once again on June 18th for Meavy Oak Fair.  
Sheepstor now has a Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/sheepstor1), 
courtesy of Keith Scrivener, one of Sheepstorôs Burrator Parish Councillors, and 
Trevor Rookes, our Chairman, is developing a web page for the village hall. 
Questions/interest on or about either should be addressed to those two via the 
details found elsewhere in this magazine. 

Sheepstor Villages in Action Report 2015-16 
Patrick Drennan ï Sheepstor VIA Promoter 
 
Thank you to the 60+ concert goers who turned out to see Maz OôConnor, supported 
by Laura Carrivick, perform at St Leonardôs Church on October 8th. Despite ongoing 
problems with the VIA website not giving details of individual promoters, many now 
seem to regard our concerts as good value as well as very good fun and excellent 
quality, so fortunately keep their eyes peeled for posters and local newspaper info. 
However VIA press office managed to get a national mention for Maz in the 
Independent (which brought in at least one punter) as well as getting a decent 
spread in the Tavistock Times. Some great music was heard, I danced in the aisles 
with our youngest ever concert goer, Bella, aged 19 months, the church looked   
fantastic with the Harvest Festival flower decorations revamped by Sue Scrivener,   
 

https://www.facebook.com/sheepstor1
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lots of wine and beer got drunk and good food consumed, and the two local charities 
(FOSLCS & Sheepstor Village Hall) are each Ã160+ better off. VIA almost recouped 
their outlay to the performers too. Now that is entertainment! 
Iôm very grateful to the local enterprises (Yelverton Co-op, Bidders, Yelverton PO, 
Dousland PO, Horrabridge Stores, and The Royal Oak at Meavy) that continue to 
give free advertising space to local charity events. Also, our concerts wouldnôt 
happen without a very special band of helpers who not only provide some of the 
food and help with the serving at the back of the church, but also cough up the full 
ticket price (!) so I am indebted to Annie Charles, Suzanne Seabrook, Pat 
Legassick, Simon Sheard and Kay Thomas. John Bowman, our stage designer and 
builder, suggested turning the stage through 30 degrees to mimic the pulpit view of 
the audience, and that went down very well with audience and performers alike. 
Finally, Keith Scrivener managed to capture some excellent images on his camera 
for VIA and the performers to use for future promotions so well done all! For those 
who wonder, VIA promoters pay for their tickets too, but get that unique amazing 
buzz from seeing a packed community venue humming with local folk having a good 
time! 
Next up will be The Amalthea Duo performing their Flute and Harp Fantasia on 
Friday March 4th 2016. Tickets available from myself on 01822 853186 or 
drdartmoor@doctors.org.uk at Ã9.00 adult, Ã7.00 concession, but the latter is only 
available if paid for in advance. 
'Amalthea charms the audiences with their unique programmes and ability to create 
a beautiful and unforgettable atmosphere. Classically trained, Klio and Siobhan 
draw inspiration from both the baroque and classical eras as well as from different 
cultures and continents thus creating a unique blend of sounds. They have 
performed both as soloists and ensemble players in venues such as St James' 
Piccadilly, St Martin-in-the Fields, The Wallace Collection, St John's Smith Square, 
The Royal Academy of Arts, Tate Modern, Shakespeare Music Society, The 
Blenheim Music Circle, The Royal Academy of Arts and Blackheath Halls in London, 
and have recently toured Dorset as part of the Artsreach Touring Scheme. Amalthea 
will be presenting works by Debussy, Mozart, Ravel and Shankar amongst others'. 
(www.villagesinaction.co.uk; www.amatheaduo.com) 
Although WDBC have always been very supportive of VIA, Government cutback of 
funds to the Arts Council has resulted in VIA losing its three year grant, and it now 
has to go cap in hand every year to justify its existence, so it is vital that rural 
communities continue to support them in order to keep the flow of first class acts 
coming into our villages.  Because of this I will be endeavouring to ensure that VIA 
recoups the whole of its performerôs outlay, so please come out to support this 
concert. We have demonstrated that there is more than adequate parking within 
easy reach of the church, with disability parking available by prior notice. Remaining 
profits will be shared between Friends of St Leonardôs Church Sheepstor and 
Sheepstor Village Hall. 
See you in the Spring. More info is available on: 
https://www.facebook.com/sheepstor1 

 
.  

 

mailto:drdartmoor@doctors.org.uk
http://www.villagesinaction.co.uk/
http://www.villagesinaction.co.uk/
http://www.amatheaduo.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sheepstor1
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and Douslandé 

 
News from Meavy CE Primary School: Bat-caves, dinosaurs and politics! 

Derek Parkin 

 

The first part of the Autumn term has been as eventful as ever in Meavy School. 
We are learning about an exciting range of topics, some of them led by the childrenôs 
interests, which you can read about in the class news below. We have had some 
interesting trips, including some of our older children visiting the Houses of 
Parliament, a class trip to the synagogue, and a variety of activities making use of 
the wonderful environment around our school. We have had all sorts of visitors, 
most notably the head-teachers from our link schools in Tanzania who came for a 
week in October. 
We are grateful to have an amazing group of volunteers, some parents and 
grandparents, some people from our local community. These make it possible to 
run a wide range of activities and clubs such as gardening, cross-stitch and 
German; and also to enable us to plan more exciting lessons that need that bit of 
extra adult help.  
This is what our individual classes have been up to: 
Acorn Class ï Our new children have settled in really well and it seems as if they 
have always been part of our Meavy family. In the Foundation Stage we are led by 
the childrenôs interests. This why we have a bat cave in the classroom and are 
receiving letters from the Owl Babies! The children have started their phonic work 
and are already confidently identifying letter sounds. We have been ordering 
numbers to 10 and then 20 and counting out objects to match numerals. The 
children have been making good use of our outside learning environment and have 
enjoyed making potions in the mud kitchen using the herbs growing in our garden.  
Beech Class ï This term Beech class have been very busy learning all about 
dinosaurs. We have found out about lots of new dinosaurs, pterosaurs and sea 
creatures. In literacy we have researched information about them and used this to 
write our own non-fiction class book. In maths we have measured dinosaurs by 
length, weight and ordered them on a timeline. We have also been concentrating 
on our place value knowledge and how to use this to solve other maths problems. 
In art and design we have been creating sculptures with clay and making 3D 
mobiles 
 

 

 
Christmas Community Evening 

Monday December 14th 
Children, come and meet Santa & receive a small gift, 6-7pm 

Community Carol singing 7pm ï All ages welcome 
Burrator Inn, Dousland 
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Chestnut Class - In Chestnut class, we have developed our knowledge of religions 
to include Judaism. We have been to visit the Synagogue in Plymouth and seen the 
Torah scrolls in the Ark and learned who sits where and why. We also visited the 
Minster Church of St. Andrew and saw its awesome modern stained glass windows, 
one of which tells the story of Good Friday almost as a puzzle. We made this trip 
with our partner class from Lady Modifordôs School. 
We have been on our fortnightly walks of the local area, using this to inspire our 
writing and also to make guide to the local area for our link schools in Tanzania. On 
our most recent walk, Beech Class came along with us. We had an inspiring visit 
from a poet and collectively wrote some poems about Dartmoor. 
         

                               
We have tackled a number of maths investigations including the fiendish ñfour 
fours.ò You have to combine exactly four fours mathematically to make every 
number from 1 to 20. So, for example, (4x4)+(4/4)=17.  We are learning about World 
War II, and are recreating the posters of the time such as Dig for Victory. We will be 
displaying these at the Remembrance Service, alongside explaining a little of the 
background.  
Oak Class - The children have been learning about life in Athens and Sparta, 
making comparisons between the two city states and deciding which one was the 
greatest city state in Ancient Greece.   They have been developing their debating 
skills and putting forward their argument as to why they think Athens or Sparta was 
the greatest.  In literacy the children have been writing their own Ancient Greek 
myths and Dartmoor poems which we made into a book for the Tanzanian heads.    
 

Moorland Community Speed Watch.  
Nigel Tigwell 

 
Dartmoor Forest Parish Council is leading an initiative to establish a Volunteer 
Community Speed Watch Scheme to monitor traffic on moorland roads.  The 
primary aim is to reduce animal deaths by encouraging traffic to keep to the legal 
speed limit (40mph) or slower in inclement weather, but will also operate in village 
30mph zones.  This will include roads in Burrator and Plasterdown Parishes.  
Drivers who are recorded as speeding will receive warning letters from the Police, 
with increasing sanctions against repeat offenders.  Volunteers, who will be trained 
and insured by the Police as part of the Police Volunteer Programme, will be asked 
to undertake a one-two hour shift each month.   
The Moorland Community Speed Watch scheme will operate in partnership with the  
Police, Dartmoor National Park Authority and Dartmoor Livestock Protection  
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Society.  This partnership will also share resources to install new Vehicle Activated 
Speed Signs at key points on the moor.  If you are interested in becoming a 
volunteer, please contact the Dartmoor Forest Parish Clerk (Nigel Tigwell) on 01822 
890274 or clerk@dartmoorforestpc.net. 
 

Yelverton & District Local History Society 

Nigel Rendle (Chairman) 
 
ñVoices of Protest ï Discordant views in Devonò 
  
Dr Todd Grayôs talk covered a period of great social unrest and uncertainty, singling 
out some of the major issues of the times and the people who were prepared to 
stand up and demand change. 
One of these was local man William Elford who took up the cause of abolishing 
slavery with the publishing of a drawing of the slave ship Brooks highlighting the 
terrible cramped and inhumane conditions. Re-published many times here and in 
the US this was instrumental in the eventual abolition despite not everyone being in 
favour. 
Facsism was the next topic with Plymouth and in particular the Western Morning 
News playing a prominent part in the mid 1930ôs. Mosley himself made a number 
of visits to Plymouth, his rallies accompanied by melees, street fights and attacks 
on photographers. The violence and unrest continued when the Fascists moved to 
Exeter, though the Chief Constable there sought to defy the Home Secretary by 
outlawing the rallies. Mosley was popular in Exeter but eventually moved on. 
The Suffragette movement hit the headlines in Plymouth in 1913 when Emily 
Pankhurst was arrested on board the steamship Majestic as it sailed in from New 
York. Big crowds waited on the quayside as she was taken to Exeter Prison where 
she was force-fed and later released. This followed protests in the area 4 years 
previously when 3 women from Torbay and Exeter were also imprisoned and force-
fed for their protests. 
Corder Catchpool 1917 was one of the first conscientious objectors. Returning from 
serving in the Ambulance Corps in France he claimed to be a Quaker and refused 
to be conscripted, being sentenced to 10 years in prison. After release he married 
and he and his wife played prominent roles with other Quakers in helping the Jews 
to emigrate from Nazi Germany and running rest homes for ex-prisoners in 
Germany. In 1916 around 1,000 ñconchiesò were housed in the Prison Work Camp 
at Princetown. 
Elsie Knocker (nee Shapter), born in Exeter in 1884 was an orphan at the age of 
six. She later married and had a son though the marriage failed and she fuelled her 
passion as a motorcyclist earning the nickname ñGypsyò. When war broke out in 
1914 she teamed up with her fellow motorcycle fanatic Mairi Chisholm joining the 
Ambulance Corps in Belgium. They worked tirelessly saving lives bringing back 
wounded from the front line. They became famous with their subsequent exploits 
(warranting a book ï still available online), and earned many honours.  
Briefly married again becoming a baroness, Elsie joined the WAAF in WW2 and 
was twice mentioned in despatches.  
The abolition of Capital Punishment was the cause of Violet van der Elst, who 
having started working life as a scullery maid, then earned a fortune developing 

mailto:clerk@dartmoorforestpc.net
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cosmetics. She used her monies to write books and wage vocal campaigns against 
the death penalty and staged a protest at Exeter Prison in 1936 trying 
unsuccessfully to avert the execution of Charlotte Bryant. She died almost penniless 
in 1966 having seen the abolition the year before.    
Other interesting characters at the time included Philidda 1915 ï a newspaper 
columnist in Exeter, she wrote ñstories of interest for ladiesò ï what colour shoes to 
wear, how to treat your servants etc. When WW1 broke out, she completely 
changed her style, writing about men going off and coming back from the war, tales 
of the wounded and food shortages and the impact on Exeter of the conflict. She 
gained a reputation ï unusual at the time ï for her honest views. When the war 
ended, she reverted to advising ladies how to look after their men! 
Todd also mentioned B.H. St. John OôNeill, Chief Inspector of Ancient Monuments, 
who fought a hard campaign against the destruction of old buildings in Exeter after 
the war. Though a lot of these were only partially damaged and saveable, all were 
pulled down by the local Council. 
Todd closed by mentioning Thomas Bennett who was executed in Exeter in 1531 
for objecting to the Catholic Church and the subsequent burning of all religious art 
across the country. 
Finally we were left with the thoughts as to whether the discordant views in the world 
today are any different to what we have seen in the past? 
  
ñVictorian Tavistockò 
  
Our first event of the autumn welcomed a new speaker to our society in the form of 
Linda Elliott who is very involved with Tavistock Museum. 
Linda started off by outlining the reign of the Queen who gave her name to the 
Victorian Era. Coming to the throne in 1837 at the age of 18, she reigned for over 
63 years, only recently being overtaken by our own Queen Elizabeth 11. She was 
married to her first cousin Prince Albert for a relatively short period of 21 years, 
though they did manage to have 9 children in that time. 
During the early part of her reign Tavistock was a bit of a boom town. The mid 
1800ôs saw a flood of migrants coming in - mainly for the mining - the population 
increasing by over 40% in a 20 year period. Around 450 families were clustered 
around what was quite a small area including the slums of Bannawell & Brook 
Streets, often 6 families to a house, with 20 public houses. 
However the then 7th Duke of Bedford started to initiate improvements and as the 
century progressed, many changes were seen. Along came new housing, a new 
town centre, waterworks, police station and cemetery. Prior to this poor people were 
often buried in unmarked paupers graves. For a penny a week with the Prudential 
Company, people could reserve a burial plot ï Linda displayed a copy of one such 
insurance policy. The railway arrived in 1859 and Tavistock hospital opened in 
1887. Up to 1920 local chemists were very important in healthcare, often acting in 
place of doctors and being able to veto immunisation. 
By the end of the 19th century the population of the town had halved, most of the 
miners having left for Australia or Canada ï a trip to the latter then only costing 6 
guineas! But improvements to the town and living conditions continued. New 
schools were opened (WH Smith in Russell Street) and sports facilities were 
formed. 
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Given her association with the museum, Linda supported her talk with an array of 
costumes and memorabilia carefully laid out on the stage. This ranged from 
christening & night gowns and a farmerôs smock to school punishment records ï 
causing some amusement as Linda read out extracts.  
The evening continued on a very informal basis with various questions and 
contributions from the members present. Members then queued to look at the 
various photographs, mining maps and a variety of other interesting artefacts. They 
were also encouraged to pay a visit to the museum itself to learn more about the 
townôs history and the Victorian Era. 
  
An historical walk from Princetown to Hart Tor 
  
A beautiful sunny evening in August was attended by around 40 of our members 
and guests who enjoyed a circular walk led by Dr. Tom Greeves.  
Out of the main car park, our route took us past the site of the old railway station, 
the terminus of the line from Yelverton which opened in 1883 and closed in 1956. 
We passed the only remaining building which is thought to be an old stable block. 
Tomôs picture of the old station conjured up memories for those who remembered 
it in its heyday. Just past here are a series of PCWW stones, dated 1932, marking 
the watershed boundary of Burrator Reservoir. 
Having safely negotiated the busy main B3212, we arrived at Meavy Head with the 
workings and spoil heaps of Devils Bridge mine clearly visible. Tom related the story 
of a tinner back in 1281 called Wm. Voyner who was killed in an accident at the 
mine. Evidence of the exploits of the miners can be clearly seen along the course 
of the Meavy (or Mewy), the evening sun casting dark shadows on the scarps along 
the river bank. 
Next point of interest was the 600 yard marker post of the disused rifle range dating 
from the early 1800ôs. We followed the line of these though some are missing, to 
the remains of the butts (or targets) just below Hart Tor. Along the way Tom pointed 
out the various hut circles numbering around 40 in total. About 20 of these had been 
excavated in 1896 by the Dartmoor Exploration Committee who found various 
artefacts, including bits of pottery and charcoal.  
We paused on the slopes of Hart Tor and enjoyed the surrounding views ï many of 
the distant tors clearly visible along with the prehistoric enclosure on the side of 
Raddick Hill.  Tom showed us a picture of a contented moorman from the past 
enjoying the same vista. Nearby are a line of old metal posts marking boreholes 
which had been sunk to explore an earlier potential site for the dam of Burrator 
Reservoir. 
Tomôs pièce de résistance had us standing by a line of unexceptional rushes. This 
he explained was a line of trenches, part of the site of a relatively unknown National 
Experiment carried out in 1869. Over a period of about a week, 300 men were 
camped on adjacent Middle Hill testing the efficiency of shrapnel versus case shells. 
Targets of timber and bags of sawdust, (apparently preferable to carcasses of dead 
sheep), were erected and artillery from nearly 1200 yards away on North Hessary 
Tor bombarded the area across the valley. Pits were also excavated ï it would seem  
in record time, a sense of urgency perhaps before the firing started! ï for both 
riflemen and horses to take cover.  
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Itôs hard to imagine now what such a dummy battleground would have looked or 
sounded like at the time, though Tom was able to produce some interesting old 
photos of the layout. 
An amazing new piece of information, unearthed it would seem from studying old 
book publisher catalogueséTomôs own words!   
As the sun began to set and the evening cooled off, we made our way back along 
the well defined track, our knowledge greatly enhanced, rounded off by a pint at a 
local hostelry ï a fitting end to our summer series.   
Thanks to Dr.Greeves for a very interesting, perhaps even historic, evening. 
  

 
  
Our 2016 programme is currently in preparation and will be available on our website 
asap. Further summaries of past events are also available at 
www.yelvertonhistory.org.uk  
 

Invitation from Buckland Drama Group 
Sheila Phillips 
 
Buckland Drama Groupôs January 2015 production is óMaid in Chinaô, a family show 
based on the óWillow Patternô story. 
Following this theme, January 2016ôs show will be an all-age musical adaptation of 
Oscar Wildeôs óThe Happy Princeô, set in 1890. 
é.the golden statue of the Happy Prince stands above the city looking down on the 
misery below him.  Desperate to bring happiness to the people, he asks a swallow 
to distribute his gold and jewels to them.  The Princeôs generosity and the swallowôs 
courage overcome the Mayorôs greed.  We are shown that the most precious things 
in life are often the least obvious. 
Anyone who would enjoy a good sing as a member of the ótownsfolkô would be very 
welcome.  Details- please contact Sheila Phillips  01752 775195 
 

         
 
 

http://www.yelvertonhistory.org.uk/
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Burratorôs War 

Emily Cannon SWLT 

 
In January MED Theatre and South West Lakes Trust joined forces to work together 
on an exciting media project, to create a short film exploring the role Burrator played 
in the First World War. This project was initiated by DAISI and funded through a 
Heritage Lottery Fund Young Roots grant. 
Over 20 young people were recruited from the local area and in their half term 
holidays were involved in all aspects of making the film.  They researched stories 
about Dartmoor in the First World War and wrote a script. They learnt new skills in 
researching, creating a storyboard, writing a script, acting, directing, operating the 
camera, adjusting the sound, and editing the final footage.   
Ryan Shirlow, one of the participants, said: ñI take a course in creative media 
production and wanted to get extra practice in media and film making to help my 
studies for the future.ò 
On Friday 20 November 2015, the film was premiered at Clearbrook Village Hall.  
The aim is to make the short film available in the Burrator Discovery Centre to be 
enjoyed by regular site users and visitors.    
If you would like more information about this project please contact Emily on 01822 

855700 or e-mail: heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk 

                                                 

                Filming óBurratorôs Warô                                                                Inside Burrator Discovery Centre 

Interested in inspiring others about Burratorôs unique heritage? 

The Burrator Discovery Centre opened in July 2014 following a successful Heritage 
Lottery Funding bid. The Centre itself is the focal point of the Historic and Natural 
Environment Project which aims to conserve and promote the historic environment 
and natural beauty of the area. While it is technically run by the South West Lakes 
Trust, it's really the volunteers who are the backbone of the projects success. They 
have collectively given over 114 days of their time this year alone and, without their 
hard work, it would not have been possible. 
Now into its second year the project has gone from strength to strength and, again, 
the volunteers are to thank for that. They have helped with everything from 
construction projects through to giving guided walks and baking cakes! Thanks to 
the volunteers the Centre is now open between 10.00am and 4.00pm most 
weekdays but there are also regular evening talks and special events to look out 
for. We are always looking for new volunteers who would like to come and get 
involved in this exciting project. 
Stephen, one of the regular volunteers at Burrator, said "I enjoy volunteering 
because I really feel involved with the local area. I like meeting new people and you 
really get a feel for how important this place is to people."  

mailto:heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk
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If you would be interested in meeting those involved with volunteering at the Centre, 
or think you might be able to spare any time to join them, we would love to hear 
from you. To find out more you can either pop into the Centre, call 01822 855700 
or e-mail: bdcenquiries@swlakestrust.org.uk 

Practical Conservation Volunteer Days at Burrator Reservoir 
South West Lakes Trust 
For more information, please contact 01822 855700 or heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk 

December 
Tuesday 8th, 10am ï 3pm 
Sunday 13th, 10.30am ï 3.30pm 
Friday 18th, 10am ï 3pm 
January 
Tuesday 12th, 10am ï 3pm 
Monday 18th, 10am ï 3pm 
Sunday 24th, 10.30am ï 3.30pm 
Friday 29th, 10am ï 3pm 
February 
Tuesday 2nd, 10am ï 3pm 
Monday 8th, 10am ï 3pm 
Sunday 14th, 10.30am ï 3.30pm 
Tuesday 16th, 10am ï 3pm 
Friday 26th, 10am ï 3pm 
Plus.. 
Monday 1 February ï 10am-1pm. óWonder in Woodlandsô: a free half-day 

workshop for teachers and outdoor educators by Plantlife at Burrator Discovery 

Centre.  For more information or to book a place please contact Alison at: 

alison.smith@plantlife.org.uk 

On all dates, hot drinks and biscuits provided! 

Activities, Walks & Talks at Burrator 

Sunday 6 December ï 10.30am-12.30pm.  óWoodland Christmas Craftsô with the 

Family Wildlife Watch group at Burrator Reservoir with SWLT. £1 per person. Hot 

chocolate & biscuits provided! Please contact 01822 855700 or 

heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk 

Monday 7 December ï óPre-historic Wonders of the Burrator Areaô by Dr Tom 

Greeves.  7pm arrival for refreshments, 7.30pm-8.30pm talk.  £3 per person. Please 

book your place in advance on 01822 855700 or heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk 

Sunday 17 January ï 10am-1pm.  óCists, cairns, huts and rows ï Some pre-historic 

wonders of the Burrator areaô.  Guided walk led by Dr Tom Greeves.  £3 per person.  

Please book your place in advance on 01822 855700 or heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk 

Sunday 31 January ï 10.30am-12.30pm ï óItôs all about the Birdsô with the Family 

Wildlife Watch group at Burrator Reservoir with SWLT. £1 per person. Hot chocolate & 

biscuits provided! Please contact 01822 855700 or heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk 

Sunday 28 February ï 10.30am-12.30pm ï óLovely Lichensô with the Family Wildlife 

Watch group at Burrator Reservoir with SWLT. £1 per person. Hot chocolate & biscuits 

provided! Please contact 01822 855700 or heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk 

 

mailto:heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk
mailto:alison.smith@plantlife.org.uk
mailto:heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk
mailto:heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk
mailto:heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk
mailto:heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk
mailto:heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk
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My Year in Nepal 
Sophie Allen ï local resident 
 
Home to the Arun Valley ï the deepest valley in the world, and Tilicho Lake ï the 
highest altitude lake in the world, Nepal has a lot to offer. Its geographic diversity 
continues to extreme cold hills with constant mild weather, and lush green 
countryside with a tropical climate ï the Food Basket. Nepalôs population still 
dominates rural areas with less than 20% living in towns and cities. People are 
united by religion and linguistic diversity having never been controlled by foreign 
enemies.  
Next September, I will be going to Nepal to teach professionally in rural schools, as 
part of a volunteer scheme run by the charity Project Trust. The charity sends school 
leavers to over 20 countries across the world to participate in social projects such 
as TESOL programmes. During the summer holidays, I travelled to the Isle of Coll, 
one of the Inner Hebrides and home to under 200 people, to participate in a 
selection course for Project Trust. As well as a short expedition, volunteering and 
ceilidh dancing, I attended interviews with staff who later offered me a project 
teaching in my desired country of Nepal. A benefit of teaching projects is the 
flexibility to travel during school holidays when I look forward to exploring 
Kathmandu and the mountains.  
Following the April earthquake in Nepal over 40% of the population in poverty. 
Despite generous amounts of foreign aid, it will take years to recover and education 
will play a large part in the process and provide pathways to improve the GDP and 
overall quality of life. The quality of education is far poorer than in the UK; class 
sizes are as high as 70 and resources are basic. Just 57.4% of Nepalese adults are 
literate meaning opportunities in life are limited to farming locally or labouring in 
Middle Eastern factories.  
Nepal is a country that follows tradition. There is an expectation for all members of 
the community to contribute to local agriculture - having lived on a farm all my life, I 
am excited to discover contrasting methods of agriculture such as cultivation using 
buffalo. After consulting a couple who lived in Nepal for seven years, I hope to set 
up a secondary project teaching women to make goat and yak cheese.  
I may be required to teach in Nepali as students have varying knowledge of the 
English language. Learning Nepalese will allow me to integrate with the community 
which is vital when they are kind enough to host me.  
In order to go abroad, I need to raise £6,200. My fundraising efforts have included 
hosting óHigh Tea at Yeo Houseô raising Ã640 and I plan to sell produce at Christmas 
fairs and host a band night or barn dance next summer. To donate, please visit my 
JustGiving page; justgiving.com/SophieAllenNepal/. 

 

         

https://www.justgiving.com/SophieAllenNepal/
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Walkham Book ï Press Release 

 
Dartmoor Search and Rescue Team (Tavistock) are proud to announce the 2016 
publication of: Walkham ï A Walkerôs Guide to a Beautiful Dartmoor Valley by Peter 
Swaine. 
The A4 size hard cover book contains over 200 photographs and detailed route 
descriptions of walks exploring every part of the Walkham and its catchment area.  
From the source high up on the north moor to its confluence with the Tavy at Double 
Waters, the Walkham passes through an astonishing variety of landscape.  From 
bleak blanket bog, through wild open moorland, past impressive rocky tors and 
dense ancient woodland, the walks reveal the landscape and history of this 
wonderful valley.  
The remains of Neolithic burial chambers, stone rows and circles, Bronze Age 
settlements, peat extraction, quarrying and mining are all contained within the 52 
square kilometres of the Walkham Valley, and this book shows where to find them. 
Peter has lived in or near the Walkham valley for most of his life and is one of the 
most respected members of the Search and Rescue team. He has been a member 
of the team for over 20 years, he is the deputy team leader and he has also 
previously served as the chairman. All profits will be donated to the rescue team. 
Members of the public are invited to reserve their copies of the first edition of 
ñWalkhamò (limited to 500). To reserve a copy, visit www.dsrt-tavistock.org.uk and 
complete the form or email book@dsrt-tavistock.org.uk . The cost of the book will 
be £20 + p&p, but no payment is required at this time. 

 
The Tavistock & West Devon Branch of the Devonshire Association 
Sheila Phillips 
 
The Devonshire Association was founded just over 150 years ago and is dedicated 
to the study and appreciation of all matters relating to Devon. It is the only society 
concerned with every aspect of the county and is the only one of its kind in Britain.  
The Tavistock & District Branch of the Association meets at 7.30pm on a monthly 
basis during the autumn and winter season from September to April in the Parish 
Centre in Tavistock with speakers on a wide variety of topics from science, literature 
and the arts to Dartmoor, industrial archaeology and folklore. Over the summer 
months a number of visits are organised to places of interest in the county. Visitors 
are always welcome to any or all of these events. 
Members would be delighted if you would come and join us. For further details 
please ring 01822 852636 

 

 
 

http://www.dsrt-tavistock.org.uk/
mailto:book@dsrt-tavistock.org.uk
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How to advertise in the Burrator Beacon 

The Beacon is published quarterly at the end of  February, May, August and 
November and delivered to all homes in Burrator Parish which covers 
Walkhampton, Dousland, Meavy, Sheepstor, Hoo Meavy and Lovaton. 

Business are able to advertise in the Beacon at the following rates: 

 Single Issue                   Four issues                 Sixes in mm 
(approx) when 
printed* 

Size of advert to be 
submitted (mm) 

1/6 page            £12.00                               £30.00                             30 × 130 42 × 180 

1/3 page             £20.00                              £60.00                             60 × 130 85 × 180 

half page           £30.00                              £90.00                            90 × 130 130 × 180 

full page            £48.00                              £144.00                          180 × 130 260 × 180 

* The Beacon is printed A5 size i.e. 210mm high by 148mm wide. However adverts 
should be submitted A4 size  

All prices are subject to VAT. Invoices will be raised by the Parish Clerk upon receipt 
of your booking and will be payable upon receipt. Adverts should be submitted to 
the Editor (details on the back page) electronically, i.e. as an attached Word 
document. 

         

 

                                                                           

Watercolour Art Sessions 
With local artist Janet Farrage - suitable for beginners & experienced artists 

 

The Burrator Inn, Dousland, nr Yelverton 
Tuesdays 10am-12noon 

 
The Brook Inn, Plympton St Maurice -Wednesday 10am-12noon 

 
Chaddlewood Farm Community Centre, Plympton - Thursdays 10am-12noon 

 

£7 per session ð pay as you go ð Free easy parking 
For more information call or text Janet on Mobile: 07742 983311 
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                     Carol Semken MCFHP MAFHP 

                                Registered Member of the British Association of 

                                Foot health Practitioner 

                                Foot Healthcare in your Home 

                           Contact: Tel: 07714192521/01822853812 

                                                                                                                    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

John Boylett Electrical Services 
The Smithy, Meavy, Yelverton. PL20 6PJ. Tel: 01822 853456 / 07748 513469 

Domestic Electrical Installations - Rewiring - New Builds - Smoke Alarms 
Consumer Units - Lighting - Electric Showers - New and Replacement sockets 

All work tested, certificated and guaranteed 
±ŜǊȅ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ wŀǘŜǎ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ tŀǊǘ ΨtΩ Elecsa Approved Contractor 

 

CLASSY K9ôs 
Professional friendly dog grooming service. 

One to one personal care for every dog. 
All breeds/cross breeds welcome. 

Call Paula 01822 853446 

P. J. Shields 

OIL BOILER SPECIALIST - OFTEC REGISTERED 

SERVICE - REPAIR - MAINTENANCE 

Tavistock 614664 
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Morris Bros. (Tavistock) Ltd 
  

Independent Funeral Directors est. 1870 

  

Family owned and run by the fifth generation, 

Simon Luke. 
  

01822 612023 
24 hour service 

  

Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans for your peace of mind 

  

The Old Bedford Foundry, Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ 

www.morrisbros.co.uk     info@morrisbros.co.uk 
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Got a computer problem at home of office? 

We are the LOCAL help you have been looking for!! 
 

Based at Crapstone, we come to where the problem is 
We are a computer shop on wheels 

Virus and spyware removal a speciality 
Expert with wireless networking we can give advice about Broadband 
We have a broad range of experience with people of all ages/abilities 

Take a look at the website for all you need to know 
 

Since 2003 

 

Call 01822 855822 for an appointment 
 
 


